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II. OPERATIONAL GROUPS IN THE CHINA THEATER, I9h$ 

A. BASIC PROBLEMS AND AUTHORIZATIONS 

Four factors led to the decision to ejqploy the OSS Operational 
Groups in Central and South China in 19k$ and helped to determine the 
way in which they were ultimately used in the field. First was the 
general strategic problem faced by the Allies after the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Second was the political and diplomatic relationship 
between the Western powers and the Chinese government . Third was the 
military position of the Japanese forces in China, Fourth was the 
concept of the role of psychological warfare which was decided upon 
in 19 U2 and put into practice in the European campaigns. 

Upon American entry into the war there arose the question of how 
best to utilize available forces to defeat the Axis powers. Allied 
policy-makers decided, after considerable discussion, to concentrate the 
major effort towards Europe and then following the conquest of Germany, 
turn to the problem of defeating Japan. In the meantime, forces in the 
Far last would attempt to stem Japanese advances and prepare the ground 
for the later campaigns. The military reasons for this decision were 
that the regular Allied military forces were unable to mount major 
operations simultaneously against both Germany and Japan. The Japanese 
were militarily stronger in China than the Chinese and able to defeat 
them in the field, but were not powerful enough to achieve a decisive 
success and remove them from the war, A stalemate onsued, brought about 
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as much by Japanese weaknesses as by any particular Allied military 

strength. The Allies therefore selected psychological warfare as the 

interim means of attacking the Japanese, 

The political and diplomatic problem differed vastly from that 

encountered in Europe, In Europe the major Allied powers had to deal 

with refugee governments who did not control any part of their home 

territories and consequently were dependent on British and American 

policy decisions and on British and American supplies for what smell 

armed forces they were able to maintain in exile. Therefore, while 

political and diplomatic problems did have influence, they were of 

X 

secondary importance. In China, however, the situation was different. 

The Chinese government remained in control of a substantial portion of 

its territory. It was maintaining in the field a large army in active 

operations against the Japanese. Since the Chinese government and 

military forces did represent a potential, if not actual, means of 

pressure against the Japanese, it was felt that much more consideration 

must be given to Chinese sensibilities. In other words, therefore, 

Chinese view® were able to exercise a greater influence on American and 

British military policy than did the views of the refugee European 

government®. The Chinese were also particularly sensitive regarding 

2 

their treatment by the Western powers. All these facts made the 
problem of organizing Allied intelligence services and guerrilla warfare 
operations in China far more complex: than had been the ease in Europe, 
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1, It has bean argued that a major Allied mistake was to sub- 
ordinate political and diplomatic factors in Europe to the 
gUitaxy elm of defeating Germany* The merits of this argu- 
ment do not concern us here# The point here is that owing 
to t he ir refugee status and their dependence on the United 
States and the United Kingdom these government a-in-erlle 
sort pn» w i «> to exercise any major influence on policy deci- 
sions# Any government in control of the home territory under 
occupation was regarded as s puppet of the Germans and, of 
course, exercised no Influence# 

8, Volumes have been written about the Chinese problem since these 
events# these have been notable as much for their heat as for 
their light. It ia not the purpose of this stuffy to discuss 
the esse for treating the Chinese government as equal or as 
e&ordinate. Bufflce it to say that the Western powers did 
treat it as an equal and that that decision influenced greatly 
the use mads of unorthodox warfare in general and the Operational 
Group* in particular during 1$*$. la example of the extremes 
to which writers have gone in their treatment of the Chinese 
question is to be found in War Report, Volume II, Writing 

Of the difficulties of mounting CSS operations in China, the 
author speaks of the Chinese government as follows* 

•All Awricaa activity in China suffered from the 
soporific atmosphere pervading Chinese officialdom# 

Personal self-interest and corruption, as well as 
the partisan rather than national policy evidenced 
ftt all levels of tee Chinese Rationalist Government, 
negated any efficient conduct of active warfare against 
Japan# The American program received Chinese coopera- 
tion wherever it entailed supplying or expanding 
Chine se agencies# Thus the activities of Raval Group, 

Chine , in building up China’s internal security organisa- 
tion, evoked ample cooperation from the Chinese# On 
the other hand, tea OSS plan fbr an independent American 
secret intelligence service in China, even though this 
would be aimed at Japan and Japanese activities, was 
blocked at every turn." 

It is permissible to raise the question of whether, given tee 
Situation in teina, the treatment of the Chinese govercwent 
as subordinate and the establishment of a truly independent 
American intelligence service would have produced better results# 
fHf is cdf course assuming that the picture drawn by this writer 
Is accurate. 
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Tba military position of the Japanese in China in the spring of 

19b$ was in general terras as follows, fhe invaders held Manchuria and 

the bulk of China proper north of the Yangtze River. South of the 

Yangtze they held the major ports, such as Canton and Swatov, the 

major rail lines and rail junctions, the bigger cities, and the major 

river valley®. They had, as a result of their 19lih offensive, succeeded 

in establishing themselves in force and in controlling the major rail and 

road system from the Indo-Chinese border northward through Hanning, 

Liuchow, Kweilin, Heng-yang, and Chang-sha, to the Yangtze valley, from 

Manning and Liuchow eastward they held the so-called "'West River” valley 

as far as their coastal holdings in and around Canton and Song -Kong. 

The region was otherwise in Chines© hands. It was impossible for the 

numerically superior but poorly-equipped Chinese forces to expel the 

invaders unaided. On the other hand, the Japanese were unable to extend 

their control beyond the areas mentioned and to gain a decisive victory 
X 

over the Chinese, It was thus evident that the situation was ripe for 

the development of psychological warfare operations, in particular those 

of sabotage and guerrilla warfare. 

Paced with this situation and the factors discussed above, the 

Allies had reached a major decision in 191)3. This was to keep Chinese 

forces in action "with as small an expenditure of American personnel end 

t 

equipment as possible," In February and March, 19k 3, the OSS Planning 
Group, the Joint Staff Planners, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff turned 
their attention to the problem of Asia and warfare against Japan. The 
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1 , «n fgb A for map shooing Japanese and Chinese held areas 
lm C hin a wroth of the Yangtze River. Situation as of March, 
the Chinese Comando project was in its early 


Tab A for map shooing estimated disposition# of Japanese 
Army 0 round Forces in China • Situation a# of 17 February 19U5. 

It mill he noted that estimated Japanese strength in central 
and mouth China vbs 13 Divisions and H Brigades, with a total 
ftfwth of l$u000 men. these units were distributed from 
I^and and the Indo-Chinese frontier in the south to 
iiwit 100 miles north of the Yangtze River in the north and 
concentrated In the corridors already mentioned In the text. 

“ “ gh this was the military altuation aa of early 19U5, the eame 
characteristics wer e present in 19U3« when J .C.S. 2k 5 was 



t* War Rsnort. Volume n, 359. 


1, Material used in this discussion will be found in 
OSS Archives - Washington. 

Dir* 133,14;, Box 2 . JCS 2ii?» 

I hls contains studies, recommendations, and the directive, 
latter appears as Paragraphs 23-31 inclusive of the Report 


fhe 



tfr appears as Paragraphs 23-31 Inclusive or the ttepoi 
rgalnt Staff Planners. On 31 March, 19li3. Captain For 
'•1, uM, adaietssea a memorandum to* The Assistant Chi 


Forrest B. 
Chief of 

f $ Operations Division, War Department General Staff* Aide 
tc the Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleetj Director of Strategic 

Itnieis* the subject of this memorandum was* *Special Mlitary 

flea for 0,0. Psychological Warfare Operations Against the 
Japanese within the Asiatic Theater.* Paragraph 1 states* 


*1, Tbs Joint Deputy Chiefs of Staff have approved the 

reooMkendati on s of the Joint Staff Planners as contained 
in J.O.S. paragraphs 23 to 31, inclusive 
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!• hr* discussion of this arrangement, see War Report, Volume XT, 
357-36U, ld$-h$Q passim . The present discussion ia intended 
■Mut ely to provide a summary of the basic problems and to indicate 
Hi* general authorisation under which the Operational Groups 
functioned. 


3, *SA00* wee the abbreviation for Sino«Amsrlcan Special Technical 
Qrganiiation , This organisation preceded OSS proper 
tains China fiieaie r. For discussion of it, see War Report, 
Illume II, 35T-3SU, passim . 
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result was J.C.S. Directive 216, March 31, 19b3. 1 The staff study 
which led to this Directive departed from the basic premise that since 
the major United States military effort was to be in the European Theater, 
"psychological warfare offers a most effective means for leading assist- 
ance to China.” Japan, declared the stud^r, had penetrated so far into 
China, had ”»© widely and thinly spread her forces, that on all sides the 
Japanese are vastly outnumbered by hostile Chinese, The Japanese inva- 
sion of China has been cruel, Chinese hatred is bitter. All the imple- 
ments of psychological warfare, especially sabotage, subversion, and 
guerrilla activities, will find the world's richest field in the China 
Theater,” It was felt that here was a situation which offered the 
possibility of maximum return on minimum investment, 

A cooperative working arrangement between Americans and Chinese 

2 

was already in operation in the psychological warfare field. This 
was to be continued on the same principles as before, which were to 
use American equipment and training to enable Chinese "agents, forces 
and bases, to conduct every fora of sabotage, secret attack, guerrilla 
warfare, subversion and black propaganda against the Japanese,” This 
effort was to be "in furtherance of actual or planned military opera- 
tions" and was to be coordinated "by close cooperation with the theater 
commander." However, ultimate control was to rest in the hands of the 
Chinese government, since the chief of OSS activities in the China 
Theater was to prosecute psychological warfare "in cooperation with and 

under the direction of" the Director of SACO, "who is under the direct 

3 

command of the Generalissimo, Chiang Kai-Shek." All OSS personnel and 
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activities "in or concerned with China, Sores, Indo -China, and Thailand" 
were to "be placed under the command of the Chief of O.S.S, Activities, 
China Theater." 

It has already been shown above that United States psychological 
warfare operations had been subordinated to regular military operations, 
with operational control vested in the theater commander. This individual 
had the right to employ it or not, as he saw fit. Planning control 
had been vested in the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the OSS Planning Group, 
with the OSS having the responsibility for conducting psychological 
warfare operations. To this rather complex picture was added in China 
the factor of subordination to control by SAOD and ultimately by the 
Chinese government, with the OSS still charged with the responsibility 
of actually "prosecuting" psychological warfare operations. Once again, 
therefore, the OSS was given responsibility without authority. 
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1 # See P.per Hmaber 1 above. 
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B. OSS ORGANIZATION IN CHINA FOR OPERATIONAL GROUP ACTIVITIES 

A revised OSS General Order, effective December 26, set forth 

the principal parts of the organisation, following the prescriptions of 
earlier OSS orders and J.C.S. Directives. 1 This order reveals that for 
the first tine there was set up within the OSS an "Operational Group 
Command," with functions separate and distinct from those of the Special 
Operations Branch, These functions were described in the following 
terras t 

"The Operational Group Command shall be responsible fori 

<1) The selection and training of operational nuclei for 
the activation of resistance groups in carrying out 
guerrilla operations, 

(2) Furnishing fighting officer patrols to Invasion 
commanders. 

( 3) Coup d© main, 

CL) Attacking selected targets," 

It must be admitted that interest in this particular General Order can be 
merely technical, since these activities had been going on for some time 
under the Special Operations Branch, It does, however, mark a further 
development of the organisation conceived by Donovan back in 19hl and 
the grant of an independent existence to the Operational Groups, 

On March 16, 1914;, an OSS General Order set forth the "Organisation 
and Duties of Principal Officers of OSS Theater Establishments." 2 It 
illustrates again the basic concept of psychological warfare operations 
defined earlier and provides the actual theater organisation for the 
conduct of such operations. 
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1* OSS Washington, General Order Number 9, Hevlaed. 
Issued and Effective on December 26, 19Uk. 

A copy of this order will be found In 
War Report , Volume II, U29-Uh0« 


2, OSS Washington, General Order Humber 37. 

Issued 16 March, 19Ui, effective lit March, 19Ww 
A copy of this order will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reij. 0P.1* 

OSS CTs GEHSflAL (to 1 Oct 19h$) #6A 
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The order makes the point that the authority and responsibility of 
the Strategic Services Officer, who is described as the officer in 
command of each OSS Theater Establishment, "is subject to the limita- 
tions imposed by the fact that the OSS theater establishment is not an 
independent and isolated unit but is part of an organisation conducting 
coordinated operations in all theaters.” Consequently! the organisation 
as a whole must function so as to discharge simultaneously its immediate 
responsibility to the individual Theater Commander and to the broader 
requirements of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to whom "the Agency is ul- 
timately responsible." This is of course a restatement of the principles 
laid down by the Joint Chiefs as far back as 195*2. It should be remembered, 
too, that the situation in China was further complicated by the delicate 
question of Sino-American relations and. its effect on military operations. 
The Strategic Services Officer was to make recommendations for plans 
and policies to the Director of OSS and carry out recommended plans 
subject to the control of the Theater Commander, Re was to "carry on 
all essential liaison with the D.S. Commanding General of his Theater 
and the Allied High Command thereof (if any) and procure from them what- 
ever approvals are necessary for OSS activities within the Theater," 

Within OSS he was to exercise command and in particular was directed 
to "make final decision as to the activities of each branch in Ms 
theater," with the proviso that in case of a disagreement with "a prin- 
cipal officer on matters of policy" the Director in Washington was to 
have the final power of decision. The complexity and delicacy of this 
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task is self-evident and illustrates the difficulty of waging warfare 
by coalition and of trying to combine under one military commander both 
regular and unorthodox operations. 

Among those who were to assist him in the discharge of these and 
other functions were an Operations Officer and n Training Officer. These 
are of particular interest in connection with the Operational Group 
activities. The Operations Officer had the duty to "supervise and coor- 
dinate strategic services operations including specifically the operations 
of SO, HO, OG and KU and any special operations not assigned to one of the 
foregoing branches or offices.** 1 This officer was to prepare recommenda- 
tions "concerning current and proposed operations," He was to have charge 
of establishing requirements and making recommendations regarding the 
personnel, supplies, and equipment needed for operations* He was also 
to maintain liaison with similar Allied agencies, arrange for interchange 
of information with Washington headquarters and "other theater establish- 
ments concerning subversive operations," determine training questions, 
and consult with the Training Officer concerning training programs. The 
Training Officer was responsible for liaison with the Operations Officer 
concerning courses and qualifications of recruits. He was to "obtain 
from Held agents advice and suggestions concerning training," maintain 
liaison, for the purpose of exchanging information, with other H.S* and the 
appropriate Allied agencies, and keep in touch for the same purpose with 
the Schools and Training Branch of OSS in Washington. On December 26, 

19kh, an OSS Special Order designated Colonel Richard P. Heppner, FA, 

2 

as Chief of OSS, China Theater. 
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1. The above abbreviations stand for the following activities 
and for the sake of convenience will henceforth be used, 

SO - Special Operations. 

MO - Morale Operations. 

00 - Operational Groups. 

W - Maritime Unit. 


2m OSS Washington Revised Special Order Ifaaber 26, Supplement 1, 
Issued 26 December* 19 UU, effective 9 December, 19Uii* 

Heppner succeeded Col, J ohn G< Coughlin* Inf,* as OSS/Chlna 
Commander, A copy of this order will be -found in OSS Archives • 
Kunming. 

Reg* OP ,1, 

OSS CTj GENERAL (to 1 Oct 19U5) #6 a. 


9 

1, Headquarters, Office of Strategic Services* China Theatre, 

General Order Number % 2 March, 19k£. 

A copy of this order and an OSS organisation chart will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg. OF.l, 

OSS CTi GENERAL (To 1 Oct I9U5) #6A. 
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In March, 19U5 , while planning for 00 activities was still in its 

earlier stages, OSS Headquarters in the China Theater Issued, over the 

. 1 

signature of the Strategic Services Officer, General Order Number 5. 

This order elaborated the organization envisaged in the earlier documents. 

It set up as a separate component of the organization an Operational 
Group Command . It was to organize and train such Operational Group® (not 
further defined or described) "as msy be specified by the Chief, OSS, 

China Theatre." Decision concerning the employment of the OGa would, 
of course, lie with the Strategic Services Officer, depending on the 
needs and desires of the Theater Commander and, more remotely, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Operational Planning Board would have con- 
siderable influence over OSS decisions and planning for 00 activity, 
for it was given the responsibility for "integrating major operational 
projects and plans for strategic service® with Army and Navy agencies," 
for "initiating" and "developing, in conjunction with all operating branches 
concerned, all plana, programs, and doctrines pertaining to strategic 
services activities originating from" OSS China Theater Headquarters, 

Final decision, insofar as OSS was concerned, would of course rest with 
the Strategic Services Officer in his capacity of holding "command of 
all OSS functions and operations in the China Theatre." Such was the 
rather brief description of OG functions and of the machinery for putting 
into operation 0G activities. It will be noticed that within OSS the 
line® of command and responsibility concerning 00 matters are clear-cut 
and simple# It was to nrove otherwise concerning other aspects of the 
00 operation in China. 
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C. EARLY CONCEPTS AND PLANS t THEATER, OSS, AND THE CHINESE 

On January P, 19li5, the commander of II. S. Forces In the Chins Theater, 
General A. C. Wede-eyar, wrote to Colonel Heppner that OSS/Chma would be 
under the direct control of himself and that OSS was to "follow the H-2, 

G-3 staff channel for information, recommendation, coordination, and 
cooperation." 1 This decision followed considerable discussion concerning 
the proper place for OSS in the Theater organizational structure. There 
had been a recommendation that the Office be placed under the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, 0-5. Others had felt that OSS should be under G-2, and 
3 till others that it be made a separate staff section. The difficulty 
was, of course, caused by the variety and complexity of OSS operations. 

The final decision was in harmony with the principles laid down in earlier 
J.C.S, directives, since Wedemeyer could best control OSS operations if 
he were its immediate commander. 

On January ?lt, 19^5, Wedemeyer presided over an inter-allied, con- 
ference on clandestine and quasi-military activities. In addition to 
five British representatives there were present General Cheng- kai -Ming, 
Chinese Director of Military Intelligence, and four of his colleagues, 
Donovan, Heppner, and various others represented the United States. The 
purpose of the conference was to lay down principles for the conduct of ^ 
clandestine and quasi -military activities against the Japanese in China. 
Wedemeyer spoke as Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek* a Chief of Staff rather 
than in his capacity as Commander of the United States Forces in the China 
Theater. His position with regard to clandestine activities had been 
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1. A copy of this letter sill be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OSS Oil GENERAL (to 1 Oct 1915) #6l. 


2, On March 1, 1 9h$ t however, Theater Headquarters directed that 
Theater 0-5 assume the responsibility of coordinating all 
clandestine operations in the China Theater, In this capacity 
ha was specifically ordered tot 

«(1) Receive and disseminate the weekly reports of all 

quasi -military and clandestine organisations of all 
nationals operating in the China Theater, 

(2) Deal directly with all agencies under the operational 
control of the Commanding General, U, S. Forces, 

China Theater, and in a liaison capacity with such 
ether erganl aatione which are not directly under the 
operational control of the Commanding General, G, S» 
Forces, China Theater, 

(3) peel directly with General Cheng kei-Ming, the A-2 
of the National Military Council, on all natters 
relating to quasi-military or clandestine activities 
of other rationale, 

(ii) Continue the present procedure which requires the 
submission of all quasi-military and clandestine 
projects, 

(5) Maintain closest possible coordination with Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G-2, because the greater proportion 
of the activities concerned will be directly related 
to Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2, * 

G-5 was also directed to coordinate "actions pertaining more 
particularly to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, and ether staff 
sections 1 * in the normal military fashion. 

Headquarters, United State# Forces, China Theater, 

APO B79, 1 March, 19k$* 

Memorandum Ntssber It: Quasi-military and Clandestine Organisations, 
A copy of this memorandum will b# found in 
Rl/ARCHIVES 
Chungking - Reg, OP.l. 
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2, (Continued) 


On June 13, I9h5 Theater Headquarters charged the 0-3 section 
with staff functions relating to OSS "training, operation plane, and 
combat operations" and provided for dally liaison visits between 
OSS and 0-3. 


Headquarters, United States Force®, China Theater 
APO 879, 13 June, 19U? 

Nemorandua Number it. Change Number 1 "Quasi-military and 
Clandestine Organisations." 

A copy of this chance will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg. 0P.1. 

OSS CT* GENERAL (to 1 Oct I9h$) #6 A. 


3, A transcript of this conference, for which the material for 
this part of this paper is taken, will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg* 0P.1. 

OSS CT* GENERAL (to 1 Oct 19U5) #6A, 
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determined the previous afternoon in & meeting with Chian*. Wedemeyer 
complained that on his arrival in the Theater he had found a complete 
lack of coordination in clandestine activities, a situation which both 
Chians; and he were determined to remedy. Consequently, while the Chinese 
were willing to allow continuation of activities already under way and 
to honor agreement* already made, Wedemoyer stated that in the tuture 
the Generalissimo was going to insist on knowing specifically =*b.s.^ activi 
ties were planned and on giving authorization for them. (Mang had 
designated General Cheng kai-Ming, his Director of Military Intelligence, 
as his deputy for such matters. Anyone desiring to begin an activity, 
or to bring into China additional personnel or supplies, was to apply 
either to tfedemeyer or to Cheng. They in turn would coordinate the re- 
quests with each other. Any unauthorized activities would be expelled 
from the Chins Theater. 

The factors upon which clandestine activities would be dependent 
reflected the complexity of the Chinese situation in its various aspects. 
Foremost was the necessity of being able to support such operations from 
the logistical point of view. The Japanese controlled all major Chinese 
ports, as well as French Indo -China. Owing to the consequent distances 
and transportation difficulties involved in China operations, such a con- 
sideration therefore loomed large in the thinking ot both Chiang snd 
Wedemeyer. Clandestine activities were, after all, in their view, but 
a part of the total military effort against the Japanese invaders. Of 
equal importance in the view of the high command was the way in which 
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unorthodox warfare operations were to be mounted. Here the primary point 
was that such operations must be used against the Japanese. Wedemeyer 
emphasized this several times. He asked that the organizations represented 
at the meeting not "pend-t your agencies to become involved in discussing 
Central Government policies or Communist policies” and that they not “make 
available to individuals, for example separate provincial governors or 
Chinese war lords or special political parties, any assistance or materiel.” 
He warned that ”such action would be dangerous to you and your organization. 
You must not become involved in politics and local matters. I emphasised 
at the beginning of our conference that the Generalissimo wants your 
activities to be employed against the common enemy, the Jap.” Wedemeyer's 
final point was that he insisted that regular reports of activities be 
filed at Headquarters by all organizations, this was insisted on apparently 
for two reasons. First, was the requirement that all operations be con- 
ducted only against the Japanese. Allied to this was Wedemeyer ' a insistence 
on strictly controlling operations, such control extending to authorization 
for specific activities. For instance, the General Stated that “before 
clandestine activities like guerrilla raids are undertaken against a 
certain bridge, for example, or operations against lines of communications 
and important eneny installations, all these must be cleared through us, 
through General Cheng kai-King and myself.” His insistence on control 
was made clear at another point in the conference and reflected the basic 
concept of unorthodox warfare as strictly subordinated to regular military 
operations. Wedemeyer declared that until such time as definite military 
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plans had been formulated, clandestine activities were to continue, subject 
to the foregoing limitations, muih as they had been doing in the past* 


In other words, more positive action would have to await military decisions 
on the highest levels in the China Theater* This was indeed a far cry 
from the original concepts of guerrilla warfare. Wedemeyer expressed 
these thoughts in these words j 

"There are no definite plans of operations for the next three months. 
There may not be. We are preparing for certain military action, 
consequently we cannot give you directives indicating at this time 
the contribution that you could make in coordination with military 
operations. We are trying to formulate overall plans that we will 
put into effect at times and places of our choosing not the enemy's. 
That has not been accomplished yet and it is going to require a 
little time. When we have a firm plan we will call you in and in- 
dicate what we propose to do. We would request your recommendations 
on the contribution that you could make, Until that happy situation 
arrives, (I don't know whether it will be a month or two months, 
before we can formulate clans and call you in for such integration), 
until that ti m comes I will ask each head of clandestine organiza- 
tions operating in the China Theater to submit to me not later than 
Tuesday of each week a report of activities. What has been accomp- 
lished, where, what personnel and equipment were involved. That will 
enable me to point your effort toward more remunerative targets. Ton 
may get off the beam and if we know what you are doing we can better 
effect coordination at least until that time arrives when we can 
integrate the effort with a well qualified overall plan for the China 
Theater." 

1 

In sura, therefore, unorthodox warfare operations, in terras of earlier 

concepts, were restricted from the beginning in China by two basic forces* 

the necessity of deferring, as a matter of policy, to the wishes of the 

Chinese government j and the concept of unorthodox warfare as subordinate 

to regular military operations and under the control of the Theater 
o 

Commander. 

The duties of the OSS in the China Theater were made more precise 

3 

by Wedemeyer in a directive dated February 6, 191*5 . This may be regarded 
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ss the OSS charter for operations In China. The first paragraph reaffirmed 
the now-familiar principle of control by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the 
Theater Commander by reference to J.O.S* 155/11/ d and any and all amendments 
thereto. 1 Wedemeyer directed that from the organizational point of view 
OSS was to be a separate command. For coordination purposes, OSS would 
work with both 0-2 (Intelligence) and 0-3 (Operations) and would "have 
the same status as a special staff section.” 

The directive defined the OSS mission in the China Theater precisely 

(and thus limited it), but left two familiar "escape clauses" which Plight 

permit the mounting of operations not specified elsewhere In the directive. 

The OSS was to coordinate with Vedemeyar* s appropriate staff section "the 

2 

conduct of all of its activities, the more important of which are*... 11 
The second "escape clause” Is contained in the final paragraph of the 
directive, which lists as a mission of the OSS "The performance of such 
special tasks, activities or operations as may be required for the accomp- 
lishment of the missions above described." Thus, while in the other para- 
graphs the OSS mission was spelled out in detail, her© was authority for 
other operations as yet undefined. 

The "more important" OSS activities were precisely defined in the 
other paragraphs and present at least on© item of interest to the concept 
of unorthodox warfare. These activities were? to develop and expand the 
OSS communications network* to accumulate, evaluate, analyze information 
concerning the enemy and onemy-occupied territories and to prepare studies 
on those subjects* to lower enemy morale and raise the morale of friendly 
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1* The term "unorthodox warfare operations® as used here should 
be considered as applying only to the Operational Group 
activities, sines this paper is not concerned with other 
aspects of OSS operations in the general Held of secret 
intelligence and psychologic®! warfare. 


2. See discussion above (Section "A" of this paper) concerning 
the great difference between the problem of dealing with 
Allied forces representing occupied areas in Europe and that 
of dealing with the Chinese Government , 


3. Headquarters, United States Forces, China Theater, APO 879, 
Operational Directive So. it w 0SS Operations," 6 February, 1915 
A copy of this directive will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg. 0P.1. 

OSS CTi GENERAL (to 1 Oct 1915) #6A. 


Hi 

1. See Paper No, I of this series for discussion of this and 
earlier J.C.S. directives regarding the functions of OSS. 


2. Emphasis supplied. The listing which fellows cannot, in 
view of these words, be a definitive one. 
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elements in occupied territory! to collect secret intelligence by means 


including both espionage and counterespionage. In addition, the following 
paragraphs are of interests 

"a. The organisation, supervision and direction of guerrilla 
activities or ‘special operations' designed to effect the 
physical subversion of the energr including sabotage, the 
organisation, direction and conduct of guerrilla warfare, 
direct contact with and support of resistance groups both 
underground and open, and the equipping and training of 
such personnel as may be required to carry out such 
activities, 

b. The delay and harassment of the enemy, and the denial to 
him of the U3e of lines of supply and. communications and 
strategic facilities wherever located,” 


These paragraphs are of particular importance, because of the use, in the 
first of them, of the following clause; “including *** the organisation, 
direction and conduct of guerrilla warfare,,." It will be recalled that 
J.C.S, directives in 19is2 and 193*3 bad specified that the role of American 
guerrilla forces would be limited to support and training, and the furnish- 
ing of “operational nuclei," Here, however, the way is left open for 
American forces actually to conduct guerrilla warfare as units. Regardless 
of the direct role which the OQs played in the European operations of 
World War II, wherein, it will be recalled, whole units were sent in 
in seeming contravention of the “operational nuclei" doctrine, here is 
implicit authorization for a departure from that former limited authority 
for the conduct of guerrilla warfare. Furthermore, the second of the 
•paragraphs quoted above includes no limitation at all on the use of Amer- 
ican personnel. In short, therefore, the way is left open for the conduct 
of guerrilla warfare, insofar as this particular document is concerned. 
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either by purely American units or by Chinese and Assert can personnel in 
some sort of cooperation# With the issuance of Operational Directive 
No, b, OSS had « firm basis of authority for the planning of operations. 

While the events discussed above were taking place the OSS was draw- 
ing up plans for the CQs* or Chinese Commandos, Donovan addressed on 
February 2* 19l&, a memorandum to the OSS commander in the China Theater* 
in which he discussed what in his view ware the nature and possibilities 
of unorthodox warfare. This document is a re-statement of Donovan's 
doctrine of guerrilla warfare. He did not mention the question of control 
of such forces* but confined his statements to matters of substance , He ( 
stated that in his opinion the chief weakness of the Japanese in China 
was their dependence on long railroad lines and described this dependence 
as their "weakest resistance link," Proper use of the consiandos would 
enable them to combine B di speraal along the line of track and coneeaatratlon 
at selected points,* 1 Thus* the Allies would be able to "impose upon the 
enemy & passive defense confined to that railway. This will give him flanks 
but no front,*' One advantage* among others, of operations of that type, would* 
in Donovan's opinion, be "to condition the enemy pathologically for the 
larger operations to com©." Above all, stated the OSS Director, "unnecessary 
battles with resultant car. mattes" must be avoided. The "essence of 
irregular warfare" was summed up under three headings i 

»a. To avoid attacking places because of their inability to 
force a decision. 

b. To avoid the defense of a line or point for the same 
reason. 
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1,» Heirorsndura, Director, OSS, to Chief of OSS, China Theater, 

2 February, 19kSs A copy of this memorandum id.ll be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

Reg* OF. 3. 

Project ss BOSTON, Administration, etc, lli?a. 


17 


1, Outline Plan for the Formation, Training end Use of Chinese 
Army Commando Units, (Revised) 3 February 19k$, 

A copy of this document wLll be found in 
OSS Archives - Xunaing, 

0SS.0P,2, 
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c. Their value lies in their depth, in their ability to hit 
and get away, to sting and run.” 

Such were Donovan* s ideas on irregular warfare as restated in February, 

191,5, to which the 00 commander in China subscribed. Those are of interest 

in' view of other contemporary concepts of such operations and in view of 

the use actually made of the Chinese commandos. 

On February 3, 1915, the OSS addressed to Wedemeyer an outline plan 

1 

for the use of "Chinese Array Commando Units." In its memorandum OSS 
proposed the creation of commando units from within the regular Chinese 
Army. These would number twenty in all, with two hundred men per unit, 
not including American personnel. Only volunteers of "the highest possible 
typo of officers and men, both physically and mentally that ars available" 
would be accepted. The document stated that "this personnel should be 
of a calibre that the Generalissimo would be proud to have known as the 
♦Generalissimo* s Own Commanded Each unit would be divided into four 
sections, of fifty men each, Chinese sources would provide uniforms, 
preferably with a special insignia, while OSS would provide uniforms 
for the training period. The Chinese would provide rations, while OSS 
would supply the following equipment (pending submission of a definitive 
Table of Equipment)* 

"For man - 1 rifle, Springfield - with sling 

M » - 1 belt, web 

« " - 1 first aid packet 

" section - 2 launchers, rocket 
» » - 2 mortars, oO ran. 

" " - ? BAR* 3 

" " - b BAR ammunition dips" 

In addition, OSS undertook to provide araminit-ion for the above weapons, 

demolition, engineering, and Signal Corps supplies plus any required 
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vehicles. These would be drawn ''either from OSS stocks in Calcutta or 

theater stocks in Calcutta or China," A headquarters staff would handle 

planning, administration, and supply. All operations would be directed 

by the Theater Commander, Detailed plans of field operations "pursuant 

to these directives” would be submitted to 0-3/0SPCT for approval. 

OSS would undertake to provide experienced American personnel to 

administer training to the Chinese, to "assist Commando Units in conducting 

their operations in the field," and to assist with combat intelligence 

and medical aid in the field. This American personnel would be under the 

command of Lt. Colonel Alfred T. Cox, who will be remembered as the 

1 

commander of one of the "French" 00s already discussed. His duties 
would be to conduct the training program "and nrovi.de personnel to 
assist the Commandos in conducting their operations.” OSS declared it- 
self ready to make every effort to begin training within thirty days of 
Theater* s approval of the above plan. This plan was approved by Wedemeyer 

on 16 February 19b$ , in a letter to Keppner, thus removing the last 

2 

obstacles to the establishment of the 00 program in China, 

Each of the four sections of each of the twenty commandos (or 
eighty sections in all) would have assigned to it on© American officer 
and two enlisted men, or a total of eighty officers end one hundred 
sixty enlisted men. In addition, each of the twenty commandos would have 
assigned to it one American officer, who would act as the commander of all 
American personnel in the commando, a minimum of one intelligence officer, 
one medical technician, and one radio operator. These would total forty 
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1, See Paper Jfo» I of this series. 

2, tetter, V/odemeyer to Heppner, 16 February 19h$ $ 
S’Jjjoct: Goiraaando Units » 

A copy of this letter will be found in 
OSS Archives - Funning. 

OSS.OP.2. 


1. Outline Finn for the Formation, Training and Use of Chinese 
Amy Comr-ando Units, (Re vised) 3 February 191*5, 

A copy of this dominant will be fourd la 
OSS Archives - Sniffling. 

OSS. OP .2. 


2, Memorandum No. 1*21, ’rfe delayer to Cbiang, Chungking, 10 February l?l*5. 
A copy of this document will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00.0P.lt, 

CO, USF, CT * Letters. 

Folder #15* 
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officers end forty enlisted men. The total of American personnol assigned 
bo commando operations would amount bo one hundred twenty officers and 
two hundred enlisted men. The total strength of the twenty commando units 
would therefore be four thousand Chinese officers and enlisted men and 
three hundred twenty American officers and enlisted men. This memorandum 
did not touch on the problems of command, other than to say that the 
function of the American personnel would be to train the Chinese and 

assist them In their operations. The inference is, of course, that command 

1 

would be exclusively in Chinese hands. 

On February 10, 1 9h$, Wedemeyer addressed a memorandum to General- 
issimo Chi ang Kai-Shek, in which he outlined briefly the commando plan 
described in the OSS memorandum and approved, by him. He then asked 
Chi eng four questions bearing on commando affairs, answers to which were 
necessary "prior to any action leading to actual organization and train- 
ing."^ The first two queries concerned Chiang’s wishes regarding the 
possibility of giving the commandos a special name and special uniform. 
These rather secondary questions were followed by two others of considerabl 
importance. First was the question of Chinese personnel. Wedeweyer asked 
whether Chi ang would "authorize the very highest type of soldiers and 
officers to be selected from the regular Chinese Army, including those 
now belonging to any special corps - such as parachutists?" These should 
be volunteers and, since "in this type of operation the individual Mist 
be capable of acting independently at times," of the highest type of 
soldier. Second was the question of command. Wedemeyer asked whether 
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Chiang vo aid authorise the commandos to "operate under the command of 
the Commander-in- Chief Chinese Ground Forces, General Ho Ting-chin." 
although the question of eosmand within the commando had not yet been 
specifically answered, the foregoing question eliminated all doubt as 
to who, Chinese r Americans, would hold overall command of the commando 

operations. 

A little more than one month later. Minister Chen Cheng, of the 
Executive Tuan of the Chinese Ministry of War, transmitted to the Americana 
the Genera lie si mo’s answers to Wedomyer ' 0 Question*. Chian? agreed in 
principle to the American proposals regarding commando organisation and 
duties. In answer to the four steel fin questions, the Chinese provided 
a special Chinese name for each of the twenty units, hut specified that 
the commandos should wear the ordinary Chinese uniform with special 
collar badges In answer to Wedemeyer* s other two questions?, Chian? 
acceded to the American request for particularly hi gh-type personnel 
and suggested that whan organised the commandos should "be placed under 
the sole command of Goneral Ho ling-chin." The Generalissimo stated 
that Chinese personnel, who would be selected from the Chinese Alpha 
Army and from a poratroop regiment in Kunming, would b© available on 

April 10 and April 20 respectively. 

By the end of February, 19b5, therefore, the basic questions of 
whether or not there would be any commando operations had boon settled 
by the Americans and the Chinese. Their role in forthcoming operations 
had been generally determined and their basic organization and equipment 
tentatively decided. 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 


1* (translation) Ministry of Mar, Executive luan, Memorandum 

Chen Cheng, Minister, to Wedemeyer, Chungking, March 1*>, 19h£. 
A copy of this document will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Seg* Op* 3. 

Projects* B0ST0M # Administration, etc* 3li9a. 


2* the cellar badge was described (in an annex to the memorandum) 
as followst 

"1. Red sun stands for Japan, 

“ Blue baok ground stands for China, 

White arrow stands for Commando Units* 

2* Arrow shot through the sun may be interpreted as mean- 
“ ing ’Piercing into the heart of Japan by Commando Units* 
and indicates that the Japanese Empire ie sure to be 
crushed* 

3. Collar bathes of officers will bear a yellow colored rim* 

h, the collar badges as suggested is as bright in color as 
” it is clear in meaning.* 


1. "A MEMORANDUM OF THE AGREEMENT WITH COL. WILLIAM P. DAVIS 
AND ALFRED T. COX CONCERNING '/HE EQUIPMENT, THE TRAINING 
AW THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE CHINESE PARATROOPS," signed 
"Kaj. Gen. H. P, Lee Conanander of the 1st Para, Regiment." 

No date. 

and 

Headquarters, Office of Strategic Services, China Theater, 
Operations Office, A.P.O. 62?, 12 March 19b5, Subject} 
Approval of Agreement, as Revised. Addressed to General Lee, 

Copies of these documents will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg, OP. 3 

Projects! BOSTON, Adninistration, etc. Ih9a* 


Approved For Release 200^ggj^gf^-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 



Approved For RaJease 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A«H)100190001-3 


21 (continued) 

2. The American comment on tin* passage was* "This my mil be 
correct, but General Ho has Indicated that he will decide 
questions of oorarsand." 

It will be recalled (see above) that a few days later Chiang 
decided that Ho would exercise cownend over the units* 
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A series of planning Meetings between Cox end the Chinese culminated 
In a "memorandum of the agreement" In March between OSS and the Chinese 
military authorities. This document was drawn up by General H. ?, Lee 
{also "Li®) f tbs Commanding General of the First Chinese Parachute Regiment, 
and on March 12 was approved with revisions bv Colonel William **• Pavia, 
the OSS Operations Officer, 1 Just as Operational directive? Ho. li may be 
regarded as the "charter" for OSS operations in China gem rally, so can 
this agreement b© considered as the "charter" for the 0G®, since it sets 
forth the basic principles regarding administration, supply, training, 
and. command, 

Agreement was reached that a parachute school, to be commanded 
by Lt, Col. Lucius 0. Rucker, Jr., would be established, probably near 
Kunming. Demolition training, driving practice, tactical operational 
training, and so on were to be handled by the Americans, The Chinese 
First Parachute Regiment was selected as the recruiting-ground for 
commando personnel. In the words of the Chinese memorandum, these 
recruits would be " chosen from among the soldiers who ha vs the experience 
In operations, or the students who am well-educated. But they must 
be good in health and the volunteers. Among them, the medical technicians 
and the radio ooerators will be chosen also," 

The nroblem of command, which was to cause great controversy later 
on, was discussed in the following terms: 

"As the U.S, officers and personnel come to join the unit for 
training and operation, they will have a H.Q. for commanding their 
own men. But their organ! ssaticn is somewhat like an advisory 
group to the Chinese commando, and attached to it also. They can p 
Intervene neither the Chinese executive nor the Chinese personnel," 
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Thus, in accordance with Theater policy, was definitively settled the 

basic question of who should command the units in training and in the 

field. Another thorny question was that of supplies and equipment. 

It will be recalled that OSS had originally proposed to Theater to 

supply weapons, ammunition, demolition equipment, and vehicles. The 

Chinese memo ran dura had this to say on the question of supply* 

"As to the oroblea of subsistence, Lt. Col, A, T, Cox says that 
he will like to solve it for us. At least 0. S. Oov. can furnish 
vitamins, carpets, etc. to us. B 

The American reply to this etatemnt became the official decision, although 
the Chinese continued to feel that their position was the correct one. 

The Davis letter stated! 

"The fJ.S. will furnish arms, ammunition, demolition, certain items 
of field equipment, and vitamins . It cannot undertake to furnish 
rations, uniform*, etc., which must be supplied by the Chinese 
government.* 

Davie reiterated that the Baited States would arm the commandos, but 
that it could not * undertake to am and equip the Chinese headquarters 
which will be charged with the administration of the commandos,* 

The final document in this series concerned with basic plans is 
Operational Directive No, 10, addressed to Heppner by Wedemeyer. 1 Thia 
directive is dated April 27 and indicates, just about three months after 
the January, 1945, "clandestine conference,* that Theater planning for 
the OGs against the Japanese was advancing. 

.^edemoyer directed that all twenty Commando units must be ready for 
operations by August 1, 19k$ t and ordered OSS to submit by May 1, 1945, 
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1, Headquarters* United States Forces* Chine Theater* 

A.P.O, 879* 27 April Operational Directive Ho, 10* 
to Gamer* ding Of fleer* OSS* Headquarters, 0,8, Forces, 
China Theater* APO 879* 

A copy of thie document sill he found in 
OSS Archives • Kunming. 

Reg, GP,J 

Projects i BOSTOH, AAdnietration, etc, lU9a, 
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a schedule sho wing in what way it was going to conduct the training 
program so as to meet the required deadline. OSS, furthermore, was to 
adhere to the stipulations contained in Chlang’s letter of March 2 5 
relative to the 00 s (see above for discussion of this letter). The 
key paragraphs of this directive deal with the problems of supply and 
command and are as followsj 

n h» You will be in direct control of the training of these units 
and will supervise and assist in their organisation and in 
the supply of equipment to the®. Upon their readiness for 
combat they will be assigned to the Alpha Force and come 
under the operational control of that Force, General Ho 
ling-chin, 

!>. After these units have been assigned to the Alpha Force 
all of your dealings with these units will be forwarded 
through the Commanding General, Chinese Combat Command. 

You will establish liaison with that officer in order to 
facilitate administrative and supply procedures. 

6. When each Command Unit has completed its organisation and 
training and is ready for operations you will so notify, 
in writing, the Commander, Alpha Force through the Commanding 
General, Chinese Combat Cownand, with information copies 
to this Headquarters," 

It will be noted, in concluding this discussion of general plans fbr 
00 operations, that OSS was removed from any control over them, beyond 
supply matters, once they had been trained, for they were to com# under 
the operational control of General Ho Ting-chin and his Alpha Force. 

By the end of April both Theater and OSS plans for 00 operations 
were wail under way, with the commandos being looked upon as adjuncts to 
the activities of the Chinese armies and their American military advisers. 
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D. CHINISE-AMERICAN mATIONSHIPS AND THE CHINESE C0KBAT COMMAND 

It ts necessary, before discussing actual 00 organ! nation, train- 
ing, and operations, to touch upon the matter of relation® between 
Americans end Chinese, for they ultimately proved to be a source of 
difficulty in the conduct, of field operations. It will be recalled 
that in China, owing to the control of large parte of the country by 
the duly constituted Chinese government and owing to that government *3 
ability to maintain a fore© in being against the invaders, the Allied 
military problem had far more significant diplomatic aspects than was 
the case in dealings with exiled regimes in the European Theater, 

The organisation created to handle the military relationship 

1 

he two an Americans and Chinese was the Chines® Combat Command, Although 

the OSS waa not directly responsible to it, the principles under which 

it operated and the OSS obligation to it concerning the 00 operations 

(see above) rake it necessary to discuss it at least briefly. 

The HOC was organized to serve ns the medium through which American 

technical advi.ee regarding operations, training, and other matters was 

to be transmitted to the Chines©, The organization and its role war® 

discussed at some length by Wedemeyer in a letter to all United states 

2 

officers concerned. This latter began by defining the CCC as follows: 
"Th© Chinese Combat Command (translated by Chinese as * Chinesc-Aserican 
Liaison Command*) includes all D. .f, personnel assigned to Chinese Combat 
forces in the field," There were a headquarters at Chinese Supreme 
Command Headquarters and complements of American officers and mn assigned 
to Chinese array groups, armies, and divisions. The individual cadres 
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all 

1* I tar the sake of convenience, th»* ebb reflation "CCC® will 
henceforth be used* 


a* Headquarters, United States Forces, Chine Theater, APO 879, 

18 February l$k$, AG 353*02* Subject* letter of Instruction 
to AH U*S* Officers Serving with the Chinese Contest Command. 
To* All 0.8. Officers Concerned* 

A copy of this docunsnt will be fsuad in 
OSS Archives - luamlng. 

ITSF/CT CCO (Chinese Co»bat Command) #122. 

The text of the foregoing document will be used for purposes 
of this discussion* Other versions of the seme letter will 
be found in 

OSS Archives • Kunming* 

OSS.OP.1, 

Theater Directives. 
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were known as "0, S, Coafcat Sections ( translated by Chinese as ‘American 
Liaison Section or Group»).« Air -Ground Liaison Sections rounded out the 
CCC organisation* 

The GOO mission was defined in these terms : "to assist and advise 
Chinese Commanders of each echelon to which assigned, and to guide Chinese 
training." American officers, consequently, were specifically forbidden 
to “exercise command over Chinese forces. The degree of influence that 
they may attain over the Chinese to whoa they are associated is entirely 
dependent upon each individual** tact, patience and professional knowledge." 
American officers were consequently adjured to make suggestions which “will 
be constructive in nature and will be made in e spirit of helpfulness and 
cooperation." 

Since the Americans could under no conditions exercise command over 
Chinese forces and since, on the other hand, they had a definite responsibil- 
ity to advise and guide in twining and operations and to ensure that 
United States resources were being utilised "against the enemy in the 
most effective manner," there were bound to be problems of disagreement 
over policy. These were foreseen in this letter and the following solu- 
tion provided. 

"U.S, Officers will make specific recommendations to their 
respective Chinese Commanders in important matters such as 
those requiring definite decision on the part of the Chinese 
Commander which will effect the ultimate combat efficiency 
of the Chinese forces. If these recommendations are disre- 
garded the U.S, officer concerned will submit within 2h hours 
a complete and detailed report to Ms next senior U.S, officer. 

In the same manner the Chinese Commander is required by 
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directive fro si the Generalissimo to submit a detailed report 
to his next senior Chinese Commander. The two individuals, 
that Is, the next senior U.S, officer and the next senior 
Chinese Commander, win attempt to resolve the matter. If 
no agreement is reached, it will be referred to the next U.S, 
and Chinese command level and so on, if necessary, until it 
reaches the Commanding General, China Theater and the General- 
issimo. It is of the utmost importance that this procedure 
be strictly adhered to by all personnel both U.S. and Chinese." 

A Chinese document accompanying the Wederaeyer letter spelled out 

the mission and position of the CCC in »re detail. The Chinese version 

of the CCC mission gave to the Americana a considerable number of duties 

to perform. They were to advise the various Chinese commanders to whose 

units they were to be assigned. More specifically, the CCC markers were 

charged with the following missions 

"(b) Guide, and make recommendations regarding, the work 

of equipment, training, communication, correspondence, 
transportation, supplies, medical service, ordnance, 
engineering, and all matters pertaining thereto. Approval 
of the commanding officer of the headquarters concerned 
must be obtained beforehand relative to the allocation 
and distribution of supplies." 

They might "suggest" plana for operations, but in each case the final 

decision was reserved fbr the Chinese, In case of disagreement, the 

Chinese document provided for the same system for resolving differences 

as quoted above from the Wedemeyer letter. Although the American elements 

in the commandos were not specifically under the direct cosrand of the 

1 

CCC, they nevertheless, as shown above, had a responsibility to it. 

They were therefore governed by the general principles according to 
which the CCC was bound to operate, since they, too, were American 
personnel operating in the China Theater and with the Chinese, 
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1, Sae Section C* of this paper* 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

-27- 


The conduct of warfare by coalition is, as has been remarked before, 
a difficult art at best, for the military and diplomatic Interests of 
the parts are often as strong as, or at times stronger than, the Interests 
of the coalition as a whole. The situation in China was extremely complex 
owing to four factors. First was the military situation in ESiina, in 
which the Japanese invaders and China se defenders were about evenly 
bslenced as far as the question of a definitive military decision was 
concerned. This made it necessary tor the Chinese to call for outside 
assistance. Second was the military situation in the world, which had 
led to the Allied decision to concentrate the major effort in Europe 
pending the defeat of the European end of the Axis* This in turn had 
led to the Allied decision to confine Allied (particularly American) 
assistance to the Chinese to a minimum of personnel, a maximum of 
modern weapons of war, and the teaching of modem tactical principles. 
Third was the internal political situation in China* While the central 
government of Chiang Kai-Shek maintained nominal control over the 
whole of China, there were large parts of the country under the control 
of either the Communists or the quasi-indeoendent war lords. These 
factions were either covertly or openly resisting control by the central 
government. Fourth was the force of Chinese nationalism, which had been 
increased by the long years of war against the invaders. While it may 
be argued that the mass of the Chinese remained lukewarm in this respect, 
owing to central government weaknesses, there is little doubt that this 
force was very strong in governmental circles, with whom the western 
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alliss were dealing* Consequently, insofar as the Westerners and Western 
policy were concerned, this force of national feeling was of considerable 
importance. 

These factors, taken together with the single-minded Allied determina- 
tion to subordinate everything to the purely military atm of defeating the 
Japanese both in China and elsewhere in the Orient, led to what some people 
called an undue deference to the wishes of Chiang Kai-Shek. Since this is 
so, the liaison agreement discussed above was a natural result. While such 
an arrangement might have proven workable in political or diplomatic matters, 
it was to prove absolutely unrealistic and unworkable insofar as the OG 
operations were concerned. Problems of command require clearcut lines of 
authority. 

The principles of the Chinese -Arae rie an liaison agreement and the 
organisation of the CCD are logical on the surface. One party to the 
arrangement provides the manpower, the other supplies weapons, train- 
ing, advice, and assistance in operations. There were, however, serious 
defects in the arrangement from the point of view of the human factor. 

By agreeing to the pact the Chinese admitted implicitly, if not explicitly, 
their own weakness and the superiority of American methods. This was 
negated, however, by the explicit statement that under no circumstances 
could the Americans exercise command functions, either in training or 
in operations. This negation was clearly illustrated in the history 
of the 00 operations, as was almost bound to happen. In practice, either 
the Chinese abdicated their command function or else there was unending 

friction, stemming from the Chinese willingness to accept in principle 
advice from a better-inarmed party but their unwillingness in many 
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imatances to follow the advice* Thus, operations tended to result 
in at best a qualified success or else oomrarod passed and by default 
into A ns ri can hands, with resulting dissatisfaction on both aides, 00 
operations therefore had indeed a rocky road to travel, as will be 
shown in the discussion of their actual deeds. 

E, OPERATION "CARBONADO" AND THE PROJECTED OSS ROLE THEREIN 


During the late winter and early spring of 19U5 tbs Allied high 
command elaborated its military plan for expelling the Japanese from 
South China. This campaign was considered a necessary prelirainaiy to 
later operations against them. The operational plan, known by the code 
name CARBONADO, proposed to drive the Japanese eastward from the Nanning 
region and capture the strongly-defended Canton - Hong Kong area. In 
so doing the high command proposed to use the 00s to assist and supple- 
ment the efforts of the regular Chinese armies and their American advisers. 
Before anything could be done, however, the Japanese voluntarily evacuated 
Nanning and began a slow withdrawal eastward towards Canton and Hong Kong 

end northward from Kweilin. Consequently, CARBONADO underwent various 

1 

modifications, without, however, losing its essence. 

On June 10, 19U5, Headquarters, United States Forces, China Theater, 

issued, over Wedeaeyer*# signature, an operational directive governing 

2 

modified operation CARBONADO. This stated that modifications were R8w 
necessary in CARBONADO, bee euae the Japanese withdrawal from Nanning 
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Since this paper Is concerned not so much with the regular 
Military campaign as with 00 activities in support of it, 
it sill suffice here to indicate the general features of 
the CARBONADO plan and what the high command felt it re* 
quired of the 00a. This discussion will not, therefore, 
undertake to analyse the various modification# in some 
features of CARBONADO which the march of events forced 
upon the Allied high command. 


2. Headquarters, United States fbrcea, China Theater, APO 879, 
10 June I9h$t MODIFIED OPERATION CARBONADO. This was ad- 
dressed to i Commanding Oeneral, Tactical Headquarters} 
Commanding Oeneral, Sendee# of Supply j Commanding Oeneral, 
Chinese Combat Command} Commanding Oeneral, fourteenth Air 
Force. 

A copy of this document will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Folder #81* - CARBONADO. 

TOP SECRET. A. Reg. Op. 6. 
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1. See Tab *A" for four maps* 


The first of these maps le a situation map as indicated, with the 
Japanese-held areas show in yellow. This sap will also be 
helpful for locating place -names mentioned in the text, for follow- 
ing the general lines of action anviaaged in Operation CARBONADO, 
and ibr obtaining a broad picture of the areas in which the 00 
teams were to operate. 

The other three maps will be helpful in obtaining an appreciation 
of tha strength end disposition of the Japanese forces in Chine 
in early 19U5, 
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"oomblned with the indication of m early abimdosment of the entire 
one nsy— held corridor North from WANNING to HENOYANG and East via 
RIVER to CANTON has virtually eliminated Phase I of Operation CARBONADO.” 
Consequently, it was directed that a build-up of Allied forces in the 
Nanning base eras be pursued quickly ”to facilitate the earliest possible 
initiation of the assault on CANTON/HONGKONG,” the capture and consolida- 
tion ©f which, "as a base for subsequent operations against the Japanese,” 

1 

remained thd final objective. 

Enemy capabilities were estimated as limited. He could put up 
a ” limited defense in the NANWINQ-LINCHOW-JGCILIir area by a maximum 
force equivalent to !§■ Combat Divisions.” He could launch a limited 
objective attack against the south flank of m eastward Allied drive. 

He could undertake offensive action ”wlth the equivalent of 2 Combat 
Divisions” against an Allied effort to setae Port Bayard (on the Luichow 
Peninsula) . He could, ”at great effort and expense to current plane,” 
concentrate forces ”for the purpose of reopening Corridor south of 
HENCTAKG and/or an offensive against CHICHI ANO And, finally, he was 
judged capable of a ” determined and effective” defense of the Canton- 
Hong Kong area. 

The Allied plan developed with these enemy capabilities in mind, 

Tho Operational Directive for the modified CARBONADO operation provided 
for " preliminary steps” to be taken ”at once,” Chief among these was 
to be the securing and consolidation of the Lluchow, Kweilin, and Tanchuk 
areas ”as bases for operations” against Canton and to render airfields 
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in that general area "operational for air defense and for mxi m air 
supply.” Next in importance was the necessity for maintaining pressure 
against the Japanese withdrawing towards Canton and the effective con- 
tinuation of the American training and equipment program for the Chinese. 

The first nbasa of the main effort had assigned, to it the target 
date of September 1 and was to comprise an advance on Canton along the 
West Stiver and m effort to "saf ten-up principal enemy standpoints* 
in the Canton area by air, and possibly sea, bombardment. Phase II 
had as its target date November 1 and was to capture and consolidate 
the Canton - Hong long area. At the same time, a "defensive and 
diversionary" effort was to be to "remain on the active defense in the 
PA 0 CHItK 3 -CHANmT.-KWET.LIN area by blocking approaches from CHANGSHA-HEH0YAH0 
area." Coupled with these was to be a "contributory effort," to consist 
of "intensified guerrilla and aggressive commando operations." These last 

were not further described at this time* 

Air and logistical operations were tied to the above principles 
of the forthcoming campaign. The former were to give tactical support 
to the ground troops, maintain air superiority over the son* of opera- 
tions, and to interdict the enemy* e communications and destroy his instal- 
lations. The latter were to include the "rapid development of the avail- 
able airfields In the NANNING, LXUCH0V/, KWEILM and TANCHNCK areas, as 
they become av&ilablt, to receive shipment of troops, equipment and 
supplies." Tanchufc 1 in particular was regarded a# important, since it 
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1. The Anglicised spelling of China*# names varies considerably. 
Ho effort win be made hare to standardise them, since the 
reference is invariably dear. 


38 

1, This document will be found in 
OSS Archives - Hunting , 

Folder #61* - CARBONADO. 

TOP SECRET. A, Reg, Op. 6, 

There sere several of these plans. Since this paper is concerned 
primarily with 00 operations and only secondarily with plans* 
detailed discus eion of changes in operational plans will be 
emitted* 
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was specifically named for development "as soon as possible to afford 

maxi mm air support and air supply to this operation*" 

Such were the chief elements of the plan for clearing South China 
of the Japanese* The 00 role was contributory in character and was 
to be in direct support of regular military operations. Of the twenty 
commandos organised in China, three were eventually used in the capture 
of Tanchuk, a fourth to diarist the enemy in the Changsha area, and a 
fifth for the same purposes in the West River valley. The relationship 
between their eventual use and the requirements of modified CARBONADO 
is clear. 

It will be recalled that one of the major themes of this series of 
papers is the question of how the OGs were to be used. There was a 
feeling that in Europe they had perhaps not been used to best advantage, 
because their original purpose had been changed, and not for the better. 
Consequently, it will be of interest to see in what way they were used 
in the 19U5 campaign in China, 

OSS had received notification that Theater expected to employ the 
00s. Consequently, concurrently with, the development of Theater plane 
for the forthcoming China campaign, OSS began in the early spring to 
formulate its own plans for submission to Theater and particularly the 
CCC. On April 10 appeared an "Outline Plan" drawn up by the OSS Opera- 
tions Office to show in what way OSS proposed to use its facilities to 

1 

contribute to CARBONADO. Part of this plan was dsvoted to the 00s, 

The first point of interest is that there is envisaged an abandonment 
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of the concept of the "strategic" use of 00 operations in favor of the 
"tactical" use. While the mission of the OGe was stated about as it 
had been earlier, 1 there was an important change foreshadowed in this 
document. It was stated that while no "radical change" was contemplated 
in the OSS field teams* methods of operation, "emphasis will be switched 
from present strategic objectives to operations which will be of immediate 
tactical advantage to the advancing armies." this represented in one 
sense a fundamental change in the concept of the use of the 00s, despite 
the statement that no "radical change" was contemplated, because of the 
enormous difference between "strategic objectives" and "immediate tactical 
advantage to the advancing armies." It will be remembered that Donovan 
and the other early planners had saver envisaged guerrilla warfare as 
anything but "strategic" in objective, 2 since its very essence was to 
attack with lightning rapidity lightly-defended strategic installations 
such as rail lines and power stations and then get away with equal 
rapidity. It had not been thought of, and, given the basic premises, 
could not be thought of, as a tactical weapon, which carries with it 

the necessity for assaults against regular enemy troops and for defense 

3 

of prepared positions. 

On the other hand, however, it is clear that the original concept 
of 00 guerrilla warfare had never really been put into practice by the 
Americans. It had long since been changed In theory by the J.C.i. 
directives already discussed and in practice by the use actually made of 
the 00s in the European theater in 19U3 and 19Uii»^ In addition, China 
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X, "Operations by denolltion teens sad guerrillas on the road and 
rail lines fr on forth and South to harass and delay the movement 
of eneigy reaervea and to interdict essay lines cf eeswumeation.* 

2, See the discussion of Donovan's ideas in Paper lusher X of 
this series. 


3, That the situation in Europe prior to the successful Allied 
landings was strategically different fro* that in China at 
this tine nede no difference insofar aa the manner of employ- 
ment of guerrilla warfare was concerned. On this point 
compare Donovan*# ideas in 19UO-l?ll (See Paper Rusher I of 
this series) and hie memoranda* to Heppner of February 2 # 19h5 
(Bee above) • 


U, See the discussion in Piper further Z of this series. 


3k 

1, Headquarters, Office of Strategic Services, China Theater, APO 879, 
81 April 19U5, Subjects Tactical Isg&eyment of Chinese Commandos. 
Tot Theater Planning Staff, Hq., 0SF, China Theater, Signed* 
for the Strategle Services Off! ear, (by) Willi#* ?• Davis, Colonel 
FA, Operations Officer, 

A copy of this memorandum will be found is 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OO.OP.U, 0P30, Folder #17. 
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Theater directives had mde clear that 00 operations wsuld be directly 
subordinate to and controlled by the tactical situation and the regular 
military forces. Frora this point of view, therefore, the "radical change" 
had already been raade and the issue settled* There could be no possibility 
of employing the 00s as Donovan had originally conceived of there, 

k short time later the subject was discussed again in a memorandum 
frora the OSS Operations Officer to the Theater Planning Staff, in which 
OSS submitted notes, among other subjects, on the "tactical employment" 
of the 00s. ^ It was pointed out that in view of the specialised training 
to be received by the 00s there should be established a set of principles 
"covering their tactical employment. In order that they may not be 
dissipated on vis si one which could be accomplished by other, less special- 
ized, troops," The OSS than advanced as its operating principles its 
recommendation that the 00s be in the field "prior to the jump -off date 
of any offensive," with the "initial mission" of "isolating the battlefield 
by means of demolitions, road blocks, ambushes and general harassing action 
against enemy routes of approach." JbHowLng this they would employ 
guerrilla tactics "against eneny L of 0, supply dumps, command posts, 
and exposed flanks." While it was admitted that such activities would 
be similar to those carried on by SO teams. It was pointed out that the 
013a would be "better organised and equipped and far more highly trained 
than the normal group of guerrillas with which SO team operate, and will 
have a much larger cadre of experienced American soldiers. " The final. 
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and urgent, recommendation was that * these units not he used In mass 
as shock troops to spearhead an advance, or to seise and hold areas fbr 
any protracted period of time.® 

Thus far the 00 "doctrine® is not too different In concept fro m 
Sonoran * n original one. However, the memorandum contains a ;nost significant 
change from earlier ideas. While urging that the OGs not he used as 
ordinary troops of the line or as mas# shock troops, the msmorandu® 
partially contradicted itself and departed from Donovan in a highly 
important aspect. It will he recalled that the "orthodox® doctrine 
of unorthodox warfare emphasised continually that guerrillas must never 
attempt defense of a position they might have attacked and seised. Further- 
more, it had been found in Europe that the Germane, in Cox* 8 words, had 
"held what they wanted to" against guerrillas, this memorandum, however, 
despite its recommendations against the use of OGs to "seise and hold 
areas for any protracted period of time," negated one of the basic 
guerrilla principles in the following words: 

"Some /00s7 may he employed to aeiso and hold, for a short 
period, critical terrain features such as bribes or defiles. 

The same considerations governing the employment of regular 
air-borne troops would of course apply in this oase - the 
Commandos would have to be relieved in a matter of days by 
regular forces. Their light armament, and lack of artillery, 
would preclude a prolonged defense of any position against 
attack by superior forces." 

It seems evident that by the end of April the thinking on all levels 
on the subject of the OGs had evolved from the original concept of a 
purely guerrilla, "hit-and-run," force to that of a combination of 
guerrilla and specialised force, a force which was at times to rove 
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behind enemy lines and op reed destruction, but which at other times 

wee to operate In much the same fashion as air-borne or other regular 

forces* In other words, to the original principles of mobility, speed, 

and constant attack with no defense, had been added some of those 

governing the use of regular line troops* less mobility and more emphasis 

on the defense. At the sane time, however, there seemed to be no thought 

of seriously modifying armament to cope with new responsibilities* 

An examination of the OSS "Draft Plan for OSS Operations’* confirms 

1 

in more detail the foregoing general points. Under the heading "Commando 
Operations" a set of detailed 00 missions was outlined. Six commandos 
were to he assigned to the columns of the Chinese main attack and were 
to be both infiltrated and re -supplied by ground. Five wore to be 
Initially held tn reserve. Two were to be assigned the task of "dis- 
rupting" road and/or river traffic in various areas and were to be both 
infiltrated and re-supplied by air. Two were not only to disrupt traffic, 
but were also to be prepared on call from the Supreme Commander to occupy 

and hold towns and other fixed points. One of these was to hold the town 

2 

in question for twenty- four hours, the other to hold it indefinitely. 

Both of these unite were to be infiltrated by ground and re-supplied by 
air. Three others were to disrupt traffic and occupy and hold various 

3 

towns. These wore to be both infiltrated and re-supplied by sir. One, 
to be both Infiltrated and re-supplied by ground, was to operate against 
highways and to hold a road .junction for twenty-four hours. One, also 
to be both infiltrated and re-supplied by ground, was to "provide active 
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patrol# between the forces of the south blocking attack and the HASHING 
main effort." 

the Initial detailed plan thus called for the employment in the field 
of fifteen commandos immediately operations should have been begun, with 
five to be held in reserve. Of these fifteen, given the concept of 
unorthodox warfare and control of the 00a already discussed in considerable 
detail, only two might be considered as true guerrilla® or commandos. 

These two wero to be both infiltrated and re-supplied by air, thus giving 
them somewhat more mobility. In addition, their mission was confined to 
that of disrupting road end/or river traffic. The mobility of the rest 
was distinctly restricted by the prescribed methods of infiltration and 
re-supply, one or both of which was to be by ground. It is difficult to 
believe that they could operate at any great distance from the regular 
forces and therefore that they could avoid being tied closely to regular 
military operations. This impression is strengthened when it is realized 
that the mission of these thirteen commandos was to include the capture 
and retention of towns and road junction® either for twenty- four hours, 
or until relieved, or with no limiting factor stated at all. Thus, it 
is clear that all now fundamentally considered the 00s to be mainly 
auxiliary troops with primarily an immediately tactical mission to perform 
in support of the regular Chinese forces and under the orders of the 
Supreme Commander. 

There exist two later OSS plans for operations in support of 
CARBONADO, 1 which resulted from a request for such plans from the CCC, 
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1. Headquarters, Office of Strategic Services, China Theater, 
AFQ 627, Operation* Office, 30 April 1 9k$* Craft Has for 
OSS Operations, 

A copy cf this document viU be found in 
OSS Archives -fuming. 

OSS, OP, 2. RASHNESS. 0?S0, 


2, At least no tine-li»it or other limiting factor, such a* "until 
relieved,* was mentioned, 

3, The time they sere to hold the towns varied froie iwsntyvfbur 
hours to an Indefinite period. 
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1, 0ns of these, dated 26 fane 191*5, will be found is 
OSS Archives - fuming. 

00 .OF. 3. - Folder #1. 

The other, dated 2* duly 191*5, will be found in 
OSS Archives • fuming, 
folder #81* - CARBONADO. 

TOP SECRET. A. Reg, OP .6, 
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While these later plans contain certain modifications in proposed assign- 
ments from those discussed above, there are no changes In concept* The 
chief points of Interest in connection with these documents lie in two 
subsequent efforts by Cox to impress upon both the CCC and the Chinese 
Ara^y Headquarters whet the OGs were and what they were Intended to accom- 
pliah, The first of these was contained in a letter of July 5 from Cox 
to the Commanding General, Second Command, CCC, After discussing the 
projected assignment of three of the OGs to the Second Command Cox 
discussed the question of their employment in the following terms. 

These are of interest in view of the eventual use made in the Tanchuk 
operation of the three units here under discussion* 

M The most advantageous employment of these units lies in long- 
range penetration, the harassing and cutting of enemy communica- 
tion lines, the furnishing of intelligence, and in being prepared 
on call out/sie? carry out such additional missions as the 
Commanding General may direct*” 

On July 12 Cox addressed another communication to CCC, this time to the 
2 

G-3, Speaking of the same three commandos as In his earlier letter, 
he adopts the ambivalent attitude towards commando operations found in 
the various OSS draft plans already discussed. He states that the pro- 
posed directive should, when speaking of the use to be made of the three 
units, state that they should operate in advance of the division,^ The 
primary mission should include the furnishing of tactical intelligence, 
enemy order of battle, dispositions, and movements, condition of roads 
and bridges, extent of river traffic, the food situation, and the attitude 
of the local population. In addition, were included the usual « harassing 
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1. Operational Groups, Office of Strategic Services, APO 62?, 

5 July 19U5, Subject* Chinese Coanandoa. Addressed to 
Commanding General, 2nd Command, CCC. In this letter Co* 
summarises the points agreed upon concerning the assignments 
of the Chinese Coanan<bs. A copy of this document *111 be 
in 

CSS Archives •.Sunning. 

OO.OP.U* Chinaae Combat Command. 

Polder #12. 


2, Headquarters, Office of Strategic Sendees, China Theater, 

AP0 627 f Operational Groups, 12 July 192iS». Subject* Directive 
for Operations of Three Commandos utth „ Divleion. 
foi 0-5, OCC, CSP, CT. 

This document Elaborate s sons of the organisational points 
mads fey Co* in Ms letter of duly $ and Ms® discusses 
briefly the question of the tactical esploynant of the 00s. 


5, Since this is. a proposed directive and since final plena had 
not yet been adopted, the number of the division is left 
bionic. In the actual Tanehuk operation the Chinese division 
was the 89th« 
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md amtoaeh of «nemy lines of comuni cations" and the "wiping up of small 
mn&isv installations." Finally, in accordance with the newer interpretation 
of guerrilla functions, the units were to set up "road and river blocks 
to prevent reinforcement or withdrawal." Obviously, the last item would 
involve defense for unstated periods of fixed positions in opposition to 
regular enemy troops. On the other hand, Cox stated in the same document 
that "the Commandos are especially trained in the hit-and-run tactics of 
guerilla £sic7 warfare, end their strength should not be dissipated by 
use as shock troops leading an assault. No heavy supporting weapons are 
included in their T/0 or training," 

It was patently dear by the late spring of I9h$ that while the 
OSS QQs would be used in the campaign there was little or no possibility 
that they would be employed primarily for the purposes of guerrilla war- 
fare as originally conceived by Donovan and the early OSS planners. The 
J.C.5. directives had placed all such operations under the control of the 
Theater Commander. It was, furthermore, clear that the prevailing concept 
of guerrilla warfare was productive only of a contradiction, since the 
same groups were to act simultaneously as guerrillas and as regular troops 
of the line. In view of these facts, therefore, there was left for OSS 
only the possibility of pointing out the inadvisability of utilising the 
oas as shook troops and attempting to emphasise their true nature and 
consequently the way in which they could best be used, this attempt met 
with only limited success. Of the five commandos actually in combat, one 
attempted to perfom guerrilla harassing operations, a second was saddled 
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with the task of attacking and holding fixed positions in addition to 
its mission of harassment, and the three others were used exclusively 
as shock troops of the line. 


F. OPERATIONAL &B30P ORGANIZATION 


By March, 191*5, the actual organisation of the 00s was well under 

way* During that month tables of organisation and equipment were drawn 
1 

up and approved. American personnel had begun to arrive in the Theater 
and included mostly officers and men who had had previous 0G experience 
in the field in the European Theater, they were to help train the 
Chinese volunteers and then to accompany then on their operations in the 
field. 2 

The Commando unit had at the top a headquarters, with six Branches, 
or Sections, below. Three of these were Rifle Branches, one a 60 ns/m 
Mortar Branch, one an LH0 Branch, and the sixth a Demolition Branch. 

The Branches were in turn divided into Squads. Each Rifle Branch con- 
tained two Squads. The Mortar Branch had three Squads, the LMG Branch 
two, and the Demolition Branch was a single Squad in itself. The general 
commando unit organisation was not too different in structure from & 
regular line company. 

Each commando was composed of Hi Chinese officers, 137 Chinese 
enlisted men, 8 Chinese interpreters, 8 American officers, and 11 American 
enlisted men, a total of 178. Two American officers and five American 
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X, See Tab M B* for copies of Tables of Organization and Tables of 
Equipment for the Chinese Commandos, March, 19h$, Exhibits I 
through T* 


2. See the following source for the OSS/Vashingtoa Special Orders, 
February 8, 1 9hS, appointing l»t« Colonel Alfred T, Cox the 
Commanding Of fleer of the 08 establishment in China and desig- 
nating the officer* and nan assigned to his command* 

OSS Archives - Running. 

OGfOP.li* - Personnel . 

Fblder #21. 

See the earns source for the OSS/Washington General Order, also 
February 8, 191*5, activating the Operational Group Command and 
allotting to it a total of 11*0 officers and 535 enlisted nen. 

Xt was stated that this allotment was * inclusive of all grades 
heretofore sub-allotted to Operational Groups within the tMted 
States or in Theaters of Operations," Thus, Cox could not dispose 
of this total in China, 

Those interested may consult this source for personnel rosters 
end other such material covering the period up to the cessation 
of hostilities. 
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enlisted men wer© assigned "to commando headquarters* Each branch con- 
tained one American officer and one American enlisted man. The Chinese 
personnel were assigned as follows: two officers and four enlisted men 
to commando headquarters} one officer and eleven enlisted man to each 
Rifle Scued (or six officers and sixty-six enlisted rcen to the six Rifle 
Squads)} one officer and six enlisted men to the headquarters of each 
Rifle Branch (a total of three officers and eighteen enlisted mn to 
the three Rifle Branch headquarters) } five enlisted men to each Harter 
Squad (a total of fifteen to the three Squads)} one officer and three 
enlisted men to Mortar Branch headquarters} six enlisted men to each 
IBS Squad ( a total of twelve to the two Squads) } one officer and three 
enlisted mn to LHG headquarters} end one officer and sixteen enlisted 
man to the Demolition Branch. Two of the eight interpreters were 
assigned to commando headquarters, and one to each of the six Branch 
headquarters. 

Examination of the armament for the commando suggests several things 
about its mission. First to be noticed is the principle of heavy fire- 
power. A total of 270 weapons (excluding demolition equipment) was 
issued to the 178 officers and men. Of these, 1??, or between three- 
fifths and two-thirds, were automatic weapons and included 6k carbines, 

97 automatic pistols (cal. «U5), 2 IMOs, 3 BARa, and 13 Thompson SHOs. 
There were only 87 Springfield rifles (cal. .03). Second is the provision 
for at least some heavier supporting weapons, which was provided by the 
inclusion of 3 basookas, and 3 60 m/a mortars. Third is the addition of 
a separate Demolition Brandi. 
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It will be sees that while the commando possessed considerable 
firepower and was thus a potentially powerful and destructive instrument 
it shows several differences from the original ideas on the subject. 

In comparison with tne organisation set up by the British and contem- 
plated by TJonovan, the 19li5 organisational chart shows that some degree 
of flexibility has been sacrificed to a more elaborate structure. 

Whereas the original concept had been to stress mobility and to have 
each man bring merely his own weapon, this later version of the commando 
unit hae an Infinitely more formidable collection of weapons. The 
problem of ammunition supply was thereby unquestionably increased. The 
command structure was of course immeasurably complicated by the inclusion 
of both American and Chinese personnel. It will be recalled that under 
no circumstances were the Americans to exercise command, but were directed 
to confine their activities, both during training and operations, to that 
of instructing and advising. As has been remarked earlier, however, the 
very presence of fee Americans and their unquestioned superiority In 
matters of training and tactics was bound to, and did, create problems 
of command strictly in terms of the factor of human relationships. 

In short, therefore, the commando organization seems to reflect the 
changed concept of the commando role and the very complex and difficult 
question of Chinese- American relations. Concerning the former, the 
inclusion of many more automatic and support weapons points to the dual 
role envisaged for the unit si that of guerrillas and that of line troops 
operating to serve directly the tactical needs of the regular military 
forces. 
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0, OPERATIONAL GROUP TRAINING 

w I 

The earlier types of OG training have been briefly discussed above. 
The training of the Chinese commandos reflected previous experience and 
ih© necessity for preparing them for the particular type of operations 
envisaged by OSS and Theater planners. One earlier experience upon 
which to draw was that of the United States Naval Group, China (USN0C), 
which had been in the field for some ttee. It had trained the Loyal 
Patriotic Array (LPA), which was composed of about 15,000 Chinese and 
carried on guerrilla operations in central China under Chinese and Navy 
auspices « 

0a February 15, 19U5, Col. Heppner, the OSS Chief in China, received 

frora Major C. M» Parkin, Jr,, the Commanding Officer of Unit 1, USNOC, a 

report detailing his activities from April 6, 19Uli, to February 5, 1 9hS» 

inclusive. Appended to this report are statements by Parkin concerning 

the way in which various problems were handled by USNOC and the LPA, 

2 

among vnich was a short discussion of training. 

The Chinese students were taught the following subjects by American 


instructors s 

"Carbine - hO hra. 

TSHG - 30 hra. 

Pistol, cal. .38 - 16 nr 3. 

MG, cal. . 30 , Lewis • 15 hra,* 

HQ, cal. .50 - 15 hr 3.# 

Bavooks - 15 hrs.* 

Rockets, U . 2 cal. - 15 hrs.* 
Demolitions - liO hrs. 

Field craft with problems - 1,0 hra. 
First aid and personal hygiene - It hrs. 
Grenades, hand and incendiary - 30 hrs. 
Political Science - 96 hrs.* 
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X. .Am ftper Suafeer X of this series. 


t* A copy of this report will ba Jbund la 
OSS Archives - Ptrasdng, 

00,0P,6. Training. 

Polder #1?, 

Parkin was evidently questioned by OSS on these aubjeete* 
since the following penciled notation will be found et the 
head of the vmpvt on training i "Answers to questions by 
Kaj« Parkins £Si«7.* 
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*Taught only to special students who proved themselves in other 
weapons.” The Chines© had the most difficulty absorbing field craft. 

The shortage of ammunition and explosives, at least for training purposes, 
was reflected in the statement that one pound of explosive was expended 
per student, "a total cf £0 rds, of ammunition per student, and one 
grenade per 10 students. H Considering the nature of the operations on 
which these students were to embark, those figure* were sot very high. 

The time devoted to this training program was 3$6 hours. Of this 
total, hours, or just under fifty per cent, was given over to train- 
ing in automatic weapon* and the use of grenades, When one recall© the 
relative lack of such weapons in the Chinese Anqjr thin is not surprising, 
nor, consequently , in '/lew of limitations on time, to find only 80 hours 
devoted la demolitions and fleldcraft with problem®. The 96 hour© for 
study of political science is not further identified in this document, 
nor is it easy to surmise why such a large portion of the available time 
was allotted to it, us ©owing that the title carries here It* common 
meaning. 

The type of training to be given to the 00a was an object of concern 
to OSS from the beginning. On February 2h Lt. Colonel Willi a K. Bird, 
Deputy Chief of OSg/Ghina, wrote to & Lt. (jg) Gunner Myklend, 0SS-SU 
Detachment 20?, about the problem. Bird expressed himself as concerned 
with the type of training which Cox and Davis (Operations Officer) were 
going to set up. He stated that h* wanted to be "very sure we don*t 
devote too much time to regular military tactics or close order drill. 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

-ho- 


the onlv rssswi OSS hsa been selected to do this job is simply due to the 
fact that we a re supposed to have knowledge of methods of sabotage, per- 
sonal. combat and raiding techniques that the average Army officer nr 
urdt does not have." Should OSS not follow this idea. Bird considered that 
they would he "defeating the purpose of the entire project and wasting 
unnecessary tine.” In short, he did not wish, the program to ” 1® ^ off. 
into •eonads right * and ’squads left* instead of the proper way of 
sticking a knife into a nan’s helley /sic/ . w * 

By the end of March Cox and his associates had drawn up a tentative 
eight-week training schedule. Following completion of it by the Chinese 
they planned to have each commando receive its assigned quota of American 
instructors and advisers, who ware then to continue to field-train it 
and eventually accompany it into combat. The schedule stressed auto- 
matic weapons training and field tactics. The first week was to be 
devoted by all personnel to the cel • .03 rifle. Curing tis second week 
the men would be divided up for weapons training, according to the 
weapon with which they were to bo armed. The third week was to be spent 
in coribat firing. During the fourth week the commando was to study the 
school of the individual soldier. The fifth week was assigned to squad 

training, the sixth to Section Tactics, and the seventh and eighth weeks 

2 

were to be spent in a study of Coimn&ndo factics. 

3y April 16 OSS had received the unofficial word that Theater expected 
all twenty commandos to be fully trained and ready for field operations on 
August 1." Cox so informed the Commanding General of the Chinese First 
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1. Letter, Willis H* Bird, Lt* Col., Ord. , Beputy (Mof, OSS/G3P, 
to Lt. (,5f) Otjmar Myldaad, OSS-SU Det, 208, dated 2L February 
19h$, ia 

OSS Archive# - Sunning. 

OH. OP, 6 - frainlng. Folder #1?. 


2* See Caoc'e report to the Operations Officer, Kerch 30, 19b$* 
A copy of tills decoisent will be found in 
OSS Archives - Seising. 

00.0P.it. OFSO. Folder #17. 


3. Sea discussion of modified operation CARBONADO above. 


14 

1. Letter, Cox to Cowaending General, 1st Parachute Regiment, 
Chinese Any, 26 April ls£. 

A copy of this lettor sill be found in 
OSS Archives • Sunning. 

00.0P.lt. Cosunding General, 
let Parechute Segtaent. Polder #13. 


2. See ^Progress Report of Chinese Cenmandos" signed by Cox, 
doted 10 Key 19U5. A copy of this deeunent will be found ia 
OSS Archives * Sunning. 

00.0P.lt. - CO, 0SF, Cf - LETTERS. 

Folder #1$. 
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Parachute Regiment, whose men were to form the bulk of the commando units* 

He enclosed the training schedule and urged the funeral to sake recruits 

available. He was most anxious that they arrive at Kunming as early as 

possible, "so they may take preliartnaiy physical trainir^ as soon as 
1 

possible." The training schedule was outlined in the earns letter es 
follows* 


"commando #1 

COMMANDO #2, 3 
COMMANDO ih, 5 
COMMANDO #6, 7, 8 
COMMANDO #9* 10, 11 
COMMANDO #12, 13, Hi 
COMMANDO #1 5, 16, 17 
COMMANDO #1 8, 19, 20 


COMMENCE TRAINING 

I5"IpFH"li5 

23 April 1*5 
30 April 1*5 
7 May 1*5 
Hi May 1*5 
21 May 1*5 
28 Kay 1*5 
1* June 1x5 


FBilSH TRAINING 

H5 ' 

16 June It5 
23 June 1*5 
30 June 1*5 
7 July 1:5 
Hi July 15 
21 July 1*5 
28 July 1*5” 


It proved impossible, however, to adhere strictly to this schedule, 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining sufficiently well -qualified per- 
sonnel from the Chinese authorities. As early as May 18 it was evident 
that the program was running into serious difficulties, for on that 
day Cox wrote in his progress report on the commando program that the 
schedule had fallen behind fcy one commando. On May ?, he wrote, only 

two commandos ( instead of three) had begun their training, "due to 

2 

the lack of personnel." The responsibility for this state of affairs 
belonged, of course, to the Chinese, who had not lived up to their agree- 
ment to provide the men. On May 22 Heppner wrote to Wedeneyer that 
owing to continuing Chinese failure to live up to their personnel com- 
mitments, it had proved necessary "to postpone, for one week, training 
of Commandos #11, 12, and 13. During this week an attempt will be made 
to screen an additional 500 troops and to obtain, from the total of 1,000, 
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sufficient personnel for these three £k?raniando3. B He appended the following 

1 . 

revised schedule to this letters 

fl Commandos Start ^ tolah 

#11, L?,13 2b hay 21 July 

#11,15,16 k June 28 July 

#17, If ,19, 20 11 June 5 August 1 ’ 

On May 31, however, Cox informed the Operations Oillcer that ’ it is coped. 

that Commandos #13, 111, and 15> will copwonce training next Monday, U June. 

Even the revised schedule could not fc© wet, always owing to the difficulty 

2 

of obtaining personnel. In his weekly report of June 7 Cox informed the 
Operations Officer that the OG command had been forced to break up Commando 
#5 and use its best men as replacements. The reasons for this were that 
the incompetence of its Chinese officers had caused the group to Jell 
behind in training and that the first ten commandos generally were in 
need of replacements. It was therefore decided to fora an entirely new 

3 

Commando ff’» t which would begin training simultaneously with #19 and 20, 
Although the commitments to I neater were generally met despite continual 
difficulties and postponements, only five commandos actually saw service. 
These were #1, 2, 8, 9, and 10. Two of the others played a role in the 
surrender ceremonies In Chins., The remainder wore not used. 

Enough has been said here of the personnel procurement problem to 
indicate its seriousness,' The training program itself was therefore 
conditioned by the consequent continual need for postponement and schedule 
changes. Furthermore, the type of training was itself Influenced by the 
quality of the personnel actually obtained. The original idea had been 


Approved For Release 2002/07/3^^fro.F72-001 21 A0001 001 90001 -3 



Approved For Retease 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-OO121AO0O1OO19OOO1-3 



U7 


1, Latter from Happner to Wedmeyer, 22 Key X9k$* 
A eepy of this document will be fmiad ie 
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folder &$• 


2« Cox to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, 31 Ray 19U5. 
A copy of this document will f ®*# fbund in 
OSS Archives * faming* 

00* At) 1 • Operational report* 



Cox to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, 7 Jftrne W\6 P 
A copy of thie doeaxant will be found in 
OSS Archive# - fuming. 

OO.AO 1 - operational report* 


>4, See Section "Hi Personnel Problems" for a full discussion 
of the personnel situation. 


hfi 

1* Letter, Deputy Strategic Services Officer to die Oemmandij’^j 

General, Catted State# Forces, China Theater (Attention AC of S, 

0-5), 13 July in 

OSS Archive# - fuming, 

teg, 0P.3 - Projects* BOSTOR 

Adninist ration, etc* lh9a* 


2, Letter, Coen to CO/Supreae Cosnand/Chineae Aral##, 17 July iiS», i* 
OSS Archive# - fuming. 

OfffOP. lu Chinese Combat Contend. 

Felder #12* 


3, Report, Cox to OPSO, dated 30 March 19lt5>, in 
OSS Arrive* » fuming* 

00.0P.U* OPSO. Folder #17. 
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to give commando training only on an advanced level, under the assumption 

that the recruits would have had either basic training or actual combat 

experience* The American* were quickly disabused of this idea, however, 

since the personnel received was not of that quality which had been 

originally expected, A letter fro® Bird, the Deputy Strategic Services 

1 

Officer, to Wedemayrr makes this clear. Bird stated that ”an under- 
standable reluctance of individual Chinese Commanders to release their 
own best troops to the Commandos has caused the slight delay in training 
fee date and now confronts us with a serious problem. Hit© personnel 
is not yet forthcoming*' for the program. He went on to state as his 
opinion that the "Generalissimo or his War Minister might send down to 
all Chinese units concerned a general directive which would assure prompt 
completion of the Commando program, B A few days later Cox wrote to 
the Chinese Conran ding General, describing the material made available 

as being **in vary poor physical condition," end stated that some months 

2 

would be necessary to bring them up to the requisite standards. 

Cox *s original training plan called for an eight-week course, 

3 

followed by "advanced field training," This plan proposed to utilise 
the eight weeks as follow®. The entire first week would be spent by 
the whole commando on the cal. .03 rifle, the basic weapon* During 
the sewed week the sections within it® commando would train with the 
particular weapon with which they were armed according to the table of 
organisation. The third week would be spent on coufcmt firing by all but 
the Demolition Section, which would devote itself to it® specialty. The 
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entire commando would spend the fourth week masterly the school of the 
individual soldier. Squad training, with emphasis on scouting and 
patrolling;, would occupy the fifth week. The sixth week would he spent 
on section tactics. And the final two weeks would he devoted to commando 
tactics. 

On April 17 Cox reported to the commander of the Operational Group 

Command in Washington on 00 affairs in China. He included in the report 

the training schedule, which differs in no Important particular from 

the one just summaiiaed. The chief difference is that demolitions work 

is not specifically mentioned in the schedule of the third week. It is 

reasonable to assume, however, that as in the earlier program that week 

1 

was so spent by the Demolition Section. The author radiated optimism 
over the chances for a successful program: 

“The hurdy-gurdy began to spin os Monday. Commando #1, l£L strong, 
started in on rifle training. Next Mondgf, 23 April, we start #2 
and 03 and from there on it just gets worse, ... Despite all the 
difficulties we will get the job done somehow, although it is 
really going to be a man-killer. The acceleration of the program 
presents just as big a problem to Services here, but they are not 
complaining and somehow cr other the stuff gets here, ... Train- 
ing these commandos is going to be tough but chances for operations 
and a good show look pretty good. If we haven’t been killed off 
by 1 August £Ehe date when Theater bad ordered All commandos to be 
ready for operation# in the field7, we’ll be too damn tough for the 
Japs to handle.” 

An examination of this training schedule reveals the basic nature 
of the entire orograa. Basic and table of organisation weapons training 
occupied three full weeks, which obviously made it more than a refresher 
course on basic subjects. Two more weeks were occupied with individual 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 


t# 

1, Report, Cox to CO/OC, C/o SS/Vash ing to n, deted 17 April 19U5, in 
053 Archives * Xuning* 
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1* s Progress Report of Chinese 3©sinand©§,» signed by Alfred T* 
Cox, end doted 1$ Key 1 9k$, in 
OSS Archives - Kora&ng. 

OQ.OP.iu * CO, USF, CT - Letters. 

Folder #10* 
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and squad training* Only three weeks out of the total of eight, therefore, 
can be considered as really advanced training} and even one of these (the 
week spent on section tactics) might be term'd intermediate training. 
However regrettable this might have been in terras of the original train- 
ing concept, it was inevitable in view of the personnel problem which Cox 
and his associates were corapelled to face* 

By the middle of May the program was well under way* It had been 

found necessary, however, to modify further the earlier plans* At this 

time Cox wrote a rather detailed progress report, more formal in tone 

than the report to Washington from which excerpts have just been quoted. 

He remained optimistic, although his optimism by this time was tempered 

1 

by doubts resulting from his experiences during the preceding month. 

In contrast with his earlier statements he now said* 

«In summation, the project, although beset by many difficult problems, 
is making quite satisfactory progress. The American end of the 
original agreement is being set on 411 counts. On the Chinese side, 
the Chinese Command is not producing the personnel nor equipment on 
schedule. It ie vitally necessary that the Ministry of War implement 
this project by speedily authorising the funds for feeding and equip- 
ping these troops." 

Appended to this progress report is a more detailed schedule of the 
0G training program than the ones included in the earlier correspondence. 
Although it is not complete, in that the daily schedule for final four 
weeks* activities is not included, the complete schedule for the first 
four weeks provides much information concerning the type of training 
given the GGs. It should be borne in mind that the role of the American 
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CK? cadres during the training period was that of instructors and demon- 
strators, while that of the Chinese personnel was that of student®. 

During the first week of training each commando was divided into 
three groups, ell of whtoh spent all of their tine studying the cal, ,03 
rifle. For the first three days each group studied and practiced the 
cal, ,03* s nomenclature, stripping, care, and cleaning j one day on posi- 
tions and dry firing 5 and one day on sitting end aiming, trlangulatl on, 
windage and elevation. The remaining three days of the first week were 
spent on range firing. Those officer® and soldiers who were armed with 
the carbine only had in addition to spend one evening of the first week 
on carbine nomenclature, stripping and functioning, and half of Sunday 
on range firing. As mentioned earlier, the cal, .03 rifle was the basic 
commando weapon. The amount of time spent on mastering it reflects both 
its importance as the basic weapon and also the un familiarity of the 
Chinese with It, 

During the second, third, and fourth weeks each commando was divided 
into its functional groups, each of which began to concentrate on their 
specialties. Thus, the rifle squads began to practice combat firing 
of the cal. .03 rifle, the IMG section to work on the light machine gun, 

X 

the automatic rifle teams on the Bren gun, and so on. During this week 
the officers had to devote six evening hours to a study of fire control 
and distribution. During this week, too, the rifle squads began grenades 
and bayonet drills, from which the other sections were in the main excused, 
in order to devote themselves to their particular weapons. The Demolition 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : ClA-RDty 2-001 21 A0001 001 90001 -3 

SECRET 



Approved For R^ase 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121AQ00100190001-3 


5l 

During the period since the approval of the commando tables 
of organisation and equipment the Iren gun had been substi- 
tuted for the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). 


52 

1, Although this topic is nowhere identified beyond the title 
"General Subjects," a total of 22§ hours waff spent on it. 
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Section had to spend nine hour# in close order drill# Burins; the third 
week the study of the compass and its use was begun, with three hour® 
spent on the use of the compass and 13| hours on day compass runs# The 
chief exception to this program was the mortar section, which spent extra 
time on its weapon, Hines and booby traps, evening compass runs, close 
combat, camouflage, observation, and general review were also included 
in the fourth week’s activities# 

During these first four weeks the subjects studied may be roughly 
divided as follows: 


Basic Subjects : Introductory lecture j Close Order Drill; 

General Subjects; 1 Review, Total , 31 § hours. 


Basic Weapons : 

Automatic Weapons : 

Support Weapons : 
Demolitions: 


Gal, ,03 rifle; Rifle Grenades; Bayonet drill; 
Grenades# Total, hours, 

MB; SMC; Bren gun; Carbine j Pistol, 

Total, 103 hours, 

Baaooka; 60 m/m Mortar, Total, 133| hours. 
Total, 35>f hours. 


Fleldcraffc t Known Distance; Map Reading! Hines and Booby 

Traps j Observation; Pacing Course; Technique 
of the Individual Soldier; Use of the Compass; 
Compass Runs (Bay and Might) j Camouflage; 
Close Combat; Fire Control and Distribution. 
Total, 7 k hours. 


The fifth and sixth weeks were devoted to the movements of the squad. 


the seventh week to section tactics, and the eighth and final week to 


commando tactics. 


Considering "Basic Subjects," “Basic Weapons," and "Fleldcraffct 
as so-called "Basic" subjects in any military training program, the study 
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of these occupied about HO per cent (roug^h calculation) of the 00s’ time 
during these first four weeks. The rest - "Automatic Weapons,” "Support 
Weapons," and "Demolitions" - may be considered as "Intermediate” subjects 
and took: up about 60 per cent of the working time during the first four 
weeks of training. 

Several things are clear fro* this brief resume of the 00 training 
program. First, as a result of the difficulties in obtaining recruits, 
the schedule had to be changed constantly® Second, the amount of time which 
the instructors were forced by circumstances to spend on so-called "Basic" 
subjects was unduly large because it was discovered that, contrary to 
expectations and contrary to the original principle that commando train- 
ing should be exclusively on the advanced level, the Chinese lacked the 
basic training essential to immediate beginning of advanced training. 

The reason for this change was, of course, the lack of truly trained 
Chinese personnel. Since the recruits obtained did not measure up to 
what were considered to be proper 00 standards, virtually all of them 
had to undergo a period of physical conditioning before embarking on the 
program proper. This added to the delays. Thus, in addition to the pre- 
liminary physical conditioning, the Americans had to era* into eight weeks 
a great deal of basic training and also make some gestures towards ad- 
vanced commando training. 

Of the eight-week total , all but the final week was training of 
either a basic or at the most an intermediate nature. It should be noted 
that only in the final week did the commando train at all as an integrated 
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unit, all previous unit exercises being on the squad and section level . 
This may also be taken as an illustration of one of the military diffi- 
culties of waging warfare by coalition. It is impossible always to 
assume that one’s allies and associates will have matched one's own level 
of attainment in preliminary training preparation. It was a matter of 
infinite regret to Cox and his associate® to discover that the Chinese 
simply could not begin advanced training at once or absorb training at 
the rate necessary to meet the Theater requirement of having twenty 
commandos ready for the field by August 1, I9h$, and that they were 
therefore compelled to do too such in a very limited time. 

Third, to belabor once more a point already made several times, 
the type of training given reflects clearly the changed concept under 
*Mch the 00s were compelled to operate. The ’’orthodox” doctrine of 
guerrilla warfare operations was to stress the attack and never the 
defense. This idea was rejected in planning and another one substituted, 
one which attempted to combine into one force the characteristics of a 
guerrilla force and those of regular troops of the line. This change was 
shown in the training program. Selects such as bayonet drill, the 60 
m/m mortar, the LMO, and the basooka, with their implications of attack 
and defense of fixed positions against regular enemy troops received 
what would have been ait inordinate amount of attention if the force had 
not been designed for uses other than strictly those of guerrilla warfare. 
On the other hand, subjects such as close combat, mp reading, observation, 
the use of the compass, and camouflage received far less attention than 
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1* The purpose of close order drill was, of course, that of 
instilling the ideas of discipline and the habit of quick 
response to commands. 
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they would have received had not the above basic decision been reached 
by higher headquarters. Fourth, weapons training was intense, each 
component receiving ma much time as possible with the weapons with ’*hi ch 
they were armed* the cal* ,03 rifle, the LHC, the bazooka, the 60 m/m 
mortar, end the demolitions weapons. This reflected the lack of previous 
training. 

in summary, the 00 authorities were forced to operate under un- 
favorable conditions. They were given a most difficult tactical mission 
to fulfil j to combine Into the same force capabilities for both guerrilla 
and regular infantry operations. They were compelled to utilise human 
material which, although willing in most cases, was inferior in capacity 
and in preliminary training. And they had to turn out the finished product 
in an impossibly short time, given the first two problems with which they 
had to deal. 

They were obliged, therefore, to construct their training program 
so as to meet as many of the above conditions and problems as possible. 

It became a question of balancing requirements against time and adjusting 
the schedule accordingly. Under these circumstances, which were not of 
their own choosing, they worked out the best possible program, in terms 
of the units* mission, capabilities, and vulnerabilities. 
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H. PERSONNEL PROBLEMS 

It ha® been demonstrated in the foregoing sections that from the 
outset the 0G program in China had to face two major complications. 

First was the problem of determining just how these units were to be 
employed. Theater's decree that they be used both m guerrillas and 
in direct support of regular military operations made difficult the 
organisation of a training program. Second was the problem of the 
command of the 00 units in training and in field operations. The solu- 
tion to this difficulty was found In the order to the Americans to con- 
fine their role to advice and to the Chinese to exercise actual command. 
Disagreements between Americans and Chinese were to be resolved by the 
use of formal reports and appeals to higher authorities. The nature 
of these problems and their solutions placed a premium upon the procure- 
ment of skilled and intelligent recruits. The assignment to OSS of 
responsibility without authority made any undertaking or operation as 
much a diplomatic as a military one. 

The American personnel proved less of a problem to Cox and his 
associates than did the Chinese. The great majority of them had had 
previous combat experience in the OG field. It is of interest to note, 
however, what oualities were deemed essential for Americans to possess, 
in view of the situation in China, where everything had to be done by 
persuasion, where the legal relationship between Americans and Chinese 
was complicated by the Oriental problem of "face, 11 and where so much 
was to be done in such a short time. In a letter to Washington Cox listed 
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and elaborated on the qualities which he thought essential for his Ameri- 

1 

can personnel to possess. The Question of temperament loomed large in 

Cox’s thinking. He said that American GO® coming to China should possess? 

w a. Tact, Americans hold no command and they can enforce their 
~ will upon the Chinese only through a proper mixture of tact 
and firmness. The bull-headed martinet who rants and raves 
loses ground as soon as he opens his mouth. 

b. Patience, These troops are under-nourished and under-clothed - 
“ and often, not paid. It take® a hell of a lot of patience 

and work to get results. Me are getting very line results 
but it coses only from continuous working and sweating with 
them. Too many Americans here take one look at these soldiers 
as they arrive here and then state that they do not want to 
fight with Chinese troops, 

c. A sense of humor. With it, life here is O.K, - without it, a 
man will be a psycho case in no tine, 

d. Outs, Hot only on the fighting end but the guts to sail into 
a damn tough job, to be handicapped by lack of equipment, 
recreational facilities and to endure a lot of hardships, 

so as to do a real job for the war. 

e. Have men coming out here review their infantry weapon.® and 
~ tactics and methods of instruction. Give them as much 

orientation on China as possible. Build up their faith in 
the Chinese soldier to fight bravely - which he will. And 
above all prepare them, for a tough job in which they can 
achieve truly tremendous results. * 

Concerning the Chinese recruits, the situation was difficult almost 
2 

from the beginning. In February the picture appeared fairly bright. This 
was at a time when things were just getting under way and when the Amert- 

t 

cans were still in the stage of making preliminary inquiries concerning 
the types of recruit a they might expect to obtain. Since the Chinese 
First Parachute Regiment had been designated as the chief recruiting-ground 
for the QOs, OSS undertook to make at this time some investigation of its 
men. Col, Nicholas W. Willis, the Acting Chief of Special Operations, 
addressed early in February a report to the Operations Officer on this 

3 

subject. He stated first that ”the questions that are answered below 
have been obtained unofficially through observation and casual questioning 
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1. Cox to CO/OGC/QSS/Washington, 30 Kay 191*5, in 
058 Archive* - Running. 

00, OP. 7. 00C - Letters • 

Folder #§. 


2, The reliability of the material to be used In the ensuing 
discussion is unquestioned and Should sot be considered ss 
Merely a series of attempts to get more and better personnel. 
One reason for this statement is a directive from the OSS 
Operations Officer to all Branch Chiefa, dated 30 Kay 191*5 . 

Its subject is the cenposltien and content of the veekly prog- 
ress reports. The directive etates in parts "The Weekl y 
Progress Reports ehich this of fice send? to Theater mat be 
made more comprehensive and specific, ,«• The report mat 
emphasise accomplishments not difficulties, That 

dsspite this injunction there are continual complaints from 
00 officials concerning the personnel problem shorn that 
it was indeed serious. 

A copy of this directive will be found in 
OSS Archives - Running, 

0G*AB«1 - Operational Report. 


3, IfeBDrandun, Bicholas W. mils, Lt, Col,, Inf,, Acting Chief, 
SO/OSS/CT/Det 202 to OPSO/CT/APO 627, dated February 5, 19h5, is 
OSS Archives - Running. 

QG.OP.l 4 - Personnel. 

Folder #81. 
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of individual Chinese Soldiers in the course of training and conversa- 
tion." Having answered the queries regarding the regiment’s strength 
and table of organisation, Willis then dealt with two very important 
personnel questions. To the question "What is the caliber of officers?" 
he replied as follows* 


"The best officers are the Majors commanding the companies. ... 
Most of them have attended the Central Military Academy. Most 
of the Lieutenants are young and somewhat inexperienced in 
leading men. However, they are intelligent and in many cases 
have had middle (high school) school or even college education. 
... Both Officers and EM are superior to wen in other Chinese 
regiments. The physical size of the men, their food ..., their 
pay, and their uniforms exceed that of men in other units.” 

To the question "Whet about intelligence and capacity to learn, of the EH 

in the regiment?" he replied as follows* 

"Their intelligence Is very high and their capability to learn 
is excellent* We have trained some of them in weapons and 
physical training and have found them quick to learn. While 
speaking of physical training m wish to add that they are in 
excellent physics! condition. 

Schooling * 

10f post college or special training 
5052 3 years raidale school 
2$% finished 6 years middle school 
1$% grade school education" 

"Host of the EM have been in the Army from (2) two to four (It) 
years. Some have had combat experience with Japs in Fast China 
fairly recently." 

At the outset, therefore, there seemed to be every prospect for recruit- 
ing an OC force which would fulfil the requirements for experienced and 
intelligent man who were able to learn quickly. The event, however, was 
to prove otherwise. 

A month later the first doubts began to appear. In one of his 
periodic letter reports to Washington, Cox, writing on March 12, stated 
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thst as a result of his soliciting * in forced opinion 8 concerning the 00 

project he found that although many people felt that the Chines® personnel 

would be good, "some persons express doubt the Chinese will ever allow 

them to be used. Will battle that when the time comes, 8 Summing up his 

impressions shortly after his own arrival in the Theater Cox stated that 

he felt that personnel was the 8 only real problem against what I feel 

1 

can turn out to be a very fins program, H Interestingly enough, this 
foreboding concerning the use of th© 00s tarred out to be unwarranted, 
although almost every other conceivable personnel problem did arise to 
plague the GO authorities* 

Cox's next letter to Washington spoke of the shortage of American 
2 

personnel and described a demonstration by the Chines® First Parachute 

Regiment which he and other 055 officials attended. He stated then that 

8 the mm are in very fine physical condition and they showed good dia- 
3 

cipline." It is to be noted that the foregoing comments date from the 
period before the Americans actually started woilcing with the Chinese 
recruits and before they actually had worked out in any great detail 
the qualifications which they wanted recruits to have. 

In. early April, about two weeks before the first commando was to 
begin its training, Cox wrote to the Cosssanding General of the Chinese 
First Parachute Regiment, outlining his needs in terms of recruits to 
be provided. While the requests he rede at this time may, in view of 
later developments, b® regarded as a Utopian dream, it should be remembered 
that this was about one month after Cox' s own arrival in the theater and 
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1, Cox to OO/OCC/OSS/Washington, 12 March la 

©£S Archives - Kunming. 

00,0?.7, 0OC - Letters . 

Folder #8. 


2, I shortage which never becinnc serious, since there ware always 
sufficient fcnericms on hand to provide Instruction and to 
*«ce»»any the OGs In the field. Although additional A.n&rican 
personnel nas sometimes slow la arriving, owing to priorities 
difficulties, they did reach China la time. 


3. Cox to CO/OOC/OSS/Wash irsgton , 21 March 19k5, in 
OSS Archives - Running. 

O0.OP.7. 00C • Letters. 

Folder #8* 
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before actual braining bad got under way • F urthermor®, both Tester and 

the Chines# high command had promised both the best possible personnel 

and the fullest support fbr the 00 operations. In general, the following 

qualities were deemed necessary for 00 recruits? intelligence, leadership 

qualities, a hi. lity to assume responsibility, physical strength , field 

experience, steadiness, ability to leam, accuracy, skill with weapons, 

aggressiveness , and courage. In view of 00 doctrine and the promises 

made to OSS, it did not sees impossible to expect that recruits would 

1 

possess these qualities, 

OSS was able to begin its 00 training on April 16, as scheduled, 
but the personnel problem soon began to asstime serious proportions# Its 
first aspect was that of procurement, for which absolute reliance had to 
be placed upon the Chines© authorities. The second aspect of this problem 
soon became that of Duality, since from almost the very beginning the 
Chinese did not furnish recruits of the caliber which OSS felt necessary 
for 00 training. Beginning with mid-April, therefore, correspondence 
on these two subjects became a continuous cry for tore and better Chinese 
recruits. These pleas were addressed by OSS and by Cox in turn to the 
Chinese First Parachute Regiment, to Chinese Combat Command, to Theater 
Headquarters, and to the Chinese authorities. There is little evidence 
to indicate that any serious attention was paid in higher headquarters to 
the increasingly frantic requests from OSS to solve the personnel problem. 
Their frequency and their sameness, as well as the lack of responses, 
shows that they fell upon ears which were deaf most of the time. Mean- 
while, the 00 Command did what it could with the personnel actually supplied. 
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1. Cox to CO/lst Parachute Regiment, Chines* Army, Appendix, 
h April 1915, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.lt, Commanding General, 

1st Parachute Regiment. Folder #13. 

In order to give a complete picture of shat Cox desired at 
this time, the fbll set of requirements is herewith reproduced 
from this document. 

"The following list of job-quallf ieatl ost if submitted to aid 
in the selection of certain personnel for key positions In 
the Commando • 

1, Commando Headquarters 

a. """ " a;'o, aS officer “of superior physical, mental and lead- 
~ ership ability, capable of handling a normal Infantry 

Battalion. Be must be aggressive and extremely co- 
operative with American personnel with whom he will 
be working* 

b. Executive Officer. An officer of superior quality, 

~ capable of assuming command in the absence of the 

C.0# and enable of carrying out the plans of the 

c.o. 

c. Hrst Sergeant . An enlisted man with excellent field 
“* experience and leadership ability. 

d. Medical Technician * An intelligent BCD capable of 
~ learning' and administering elementary medical care. 

(Same applies for Medical Technicians in rifle section). 

e. Radio Operator * An enlisted man with some previous 
“ r35So experience who must indicate ability to handle 

field communications. 

f* Runner . A man very good physically who has the Intel- 
"" ligence to accurately transmit verbal messages. 

2* Rifle Section 

4u Section Ceader . A good field officer with good, tactical 
“ reasoning. 

b. Bg£££fe& Man . This soldier, in the Section HQ, must be 

** fearless and steady. 

c. BAR Kan. Thda mm (one in each rifle squad) must 
~ have 'shown ability with weapons and must be above 

average in strength and slse, capable of carrying 
the BAR. 

d. Intelligence SCO . A soldier ebove average in Intel - 
" ligence, with**sieetchi«g ability and who has displayed 

accuracy of detail* 
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60 l f (contd.) _ 

3. Mortar Section . Squad leaders ara to be intelligent 

ancf capable oi controlling tha fire of the mortar* Qunners 
and assistant gunners should hare mechanical ability for 
the proper manipulation of tha sighting and aiming mechanism 
U. IMP Seotiori . Squad leaders, gunner* and aaaiatant gunners 
must 'ill “Sara ability la firing of automatic saapons* 

5* pewolitlon Section , All personnel must haw the intel- 
ligence necessary for handling all types of demolitions, 
booby traps and mines, and be able to understand and apply 
demolition formulas.* 
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1* Letter, Heppnar to Wedemeyer, 2h April 19U5* in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 
oa.OF.i^. CO, TJSF, CT - Letters. 

Polder #l£. 


2. Coot to Q?S0, 26 April 19ii$, Weakly Operational Report, In 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. A0 1 - Operational Report. 


3, Chen Ch*eng to Wedemeyer, 2 May X9k% in 
OSS Archive® - Kunming. 

Rag, OP.?. * OSF/CT CCC (Chinese Combat Command) 

# 122 . 
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0 n April 


» 2 . 


1 . 

h. 


2li Heppner wrote to Wedemeyer as follows i 

The 1st Parachute Regiment, which is providing the initial 
Chinese component, can provide only enough soldiers for five 
(5) Commando units. Thus the above schedule /Tor beginning 
and finishing 00 training/ cannot be accomplished 
additional troops are ready for training prior to 7 W 19U5, 
Although additional Chinese soldiers pere to have been m&m 
nttuU aw® fn-r afrrefininE on 10 TO# 20 April, no no bfu r 8| in 


fact, been provided. . . ^ , , w 

The full authorised number, twenty (20) Commandos, must be 
completely trained and equipped prior to 1 August !>«_>. Ir 
this is to be done, it is absolutely essential that Chinese 
soldiers be made available in the Kunming area at once, in 
sufficient numbers to fill fifteen 05) Commando units after 
thorough screening. It is estimated that h,000 soldiers 
should be made available for screening, in order to al^ow 
adequate margin for rejections. 

It is requested that immediate steps be taken to provide these 
b , 000 soldiers at the earliest possible date. Of these, ^OO 
should be officers and 3$00, enlisted men.** 


Two days later Cox reported to Davis that the Chinese had still not put 
in an appearance, 2 On May 2 the Chinese Minister of War, Chen Ch'eng, 
wrote to Wederaeyer, acknowledging the latter* s memorandum of April 28 and 
stating that "it had been decided that the 1st paratrooper regiment is to 
be assigned for these units and the remainder is to be selected from the 
regular army of the Chinese Army Headquarters.” The minister stated that 
he was so informing General Ho Tingchin, the Chinese Gommander-in-Chiaf 
of the Ground Forces, 3 This decision had of course been made weeks before. 


Such was the result of the "immediate steps" requested by Heppner in his 
letter of April 2h , 

By Kgy 7 little improvement was visible in the personnel procurement 
situation. On that date Davis sent an urgent radiogram to the Deputy- 
Strategic Services Officer, complaining about the lack of Chinese personnel 
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1 

and about the caliber of those who did make their appearance. Davis 
informed Bird that owing once again to Chinese failures to live up to 
their commitments the 00 training program had fallen behind schedule. 
Commandos #6, 7, and 8 had been scheduled to begin their work that day, 
but only enough recruits had arrived to enable the first two to begin. 

Even they had lost a day, owing to thsir extremely late arrival in 
camp. For the first time criticism of the men themselves appears: 11 Calibre 
of new personnel is poor. They do not measure up to necessary standards 
either physically or mentally." This complaint appears subsequently with 
increasing frequency and urgency. The communication concludes with the 


following plea; 

and his men are doing a magnificent job but the Chinese are 
simply failing to live up to their part. We cannot accomplish 
the impossible, /i.e., to meet Theater’s requirement that all 
twenty Comm .cio/b. ready for fell field 

I9h<7 This should be brought to the personal attention ox General 
itedemeyer with the request that he take the whole matter up 
forcibly with the Gimo to get immediate and positive action. 

Tims does not permit the usual delays and red tape. The Chinese 
high command must immediately authorise full implementation 
this plan or we cannot possibly comply with Theater s demands. 

On Way 8 Cox approached the personnel problem again in a communica- 
tion addressed to the Commander of the Chinese First Parachute Regiment. 


Noting that the current table of organisation for the commandos made no 
provision for replacements and that the acceleration of the whole program 
"has precluded adequate preliminary screening of volunteers," he requested 
immediate authorisation for the establishment of a replacement pool of 
<6 officers and 5U8 soldiers. Its purpose was to replace those men weeded 
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1, Radiogram, OPSO to Bird; Information! McClure, Weart, URGEST, 
dated 7 May 19U5* (Major General R, 3* McClure eae the Com- 
manding General of the Chinese Combat Command j Brigadier General 
D. L. Weart was VBdameyer 1 * deputy Chief of Staff*} A copy of 
thie document mill be found In 
OSS Archive* - Kunming* 

Reg. OF. 7. - tfSF/OT CCC (Chinese Combat Command) #122. 
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1* Cox to CG/lst Parachute Regiment, Chinese Araqr, 5 May 121*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00. OP.]*,. Commanding General, 

1st Parachute Regiment, Fblder #13. 

2, Heppner to (Xf/CCC, B May 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg. 0P.lt, - USF/CP CCC (Chinese Combat Comiand) #122, 

3. Cox to OPSO, Weekly operational report, 10 May 191*5, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming. 

0G.AD 1 - Operational Report. 


a. Cox to CO/oGC/OSS/Washlngtoit, 11 May I9h$, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP .7. OGC - tetters. 

Folder #8. 


5 * progress Report on C©ma«i<foa, dated 18 May 191*5, is 
OSS Archives - Kmsalng, 

0G.0P.lt. CG, US?, CT - Letters. 

Folder #15. 
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out- daring training and to provide Immediately f ally-trained re Placement s 

i 

for the expected combat casualties. On the same day Heppner was forwarding 

Davis’s urgent recjuest to the Chinese Combat Command authorities, estphasi xing 

2 

both the tardy arrival of the Chinese recruits and their low caliber. 

However, the nroblem was not soon solved, for Cox reiterated his grievance 

3 , A 

to Davis in his weekly report written on hay 10: "The troops for the 

Commando units were to be hand-picked and they were to be the cream of the 
Chine®® Army, The last troops that arrived were below the standards neces- 
sary for highly specialised units such as the Commandos, Steps have been 
initiated to recti fy this situation by informing higher echelons of it." 

The following day be reported to Washington that owing to the Chinese 
failure to live no to their part of the bargain the training schedule had 
fallen behind by one unit. In other words, OSS was training only seven 
commandos whan they should, according to the original schedule, have been 
training eight/ 

By May 18 at least sows action had been taken, as reported by Cox in 

his progress resort of that date: "Arrangements have just been completed 

with Chinese SOS to transport two thousand mn to the Kunming area by 

2? Hay 19l£ from a replacement pool at Cham-yi. However, an OSS Medical 

Officer who accompanied the recruiting party to Chan-yi has already reported 

that barely 500 men are available there who meet Commando type reauire- 

5 

ments,® Thus while one personnel problem had at least been partially 
dealt with the other remained as acute as ever. And there was lesa than 
three months remaining before Theater’s readiness deadline of August 1. 

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

-6li- 


Fto® May 22 to the middle of June the personnel picture changed hut 
little, as revealed in communications of this period# With sow© exceptions, 
the recruits asking up the first ten commandos seemed to prove satisfactory. 
Concerning the rest, however, the usual complaints prevailed, complaint® 
which were genuine enough end serious enough to lead to further modifica- 
tions and delays in the training schedule. On May 22 Heppner discussed the 

1 

situation in a letter to Wedemeyer. He recalled that early in May the 
00 command had been able to start only two, instead of three, units on 
their training orogram, When the %QQ troops referred to on May 10 actually 
arrived in camp, "it was immediately apparent that they could not absorb 
training at the necessary rate, and that a majority would have to be 
eliminated. As a result it has bean necessary to postpone, for one week, 
training of Commandos #11, 12, and 13. During this week an attempt will 
be mad© to screen an additional £00 troops and to obtain, fra® the total 
of 1,000, sufficient personnel for these three Commandos.” Keppner closed 
with the statement that OSS had fulfilled all its obligations and the 
warning that "unless the Chinese likewise meet their commitments, no more 
than ten (10) Commando Units can be expected to be ready for action at 
the required time,” 

On May 31 the prospects appeared somewhat brighter. On that day 

Cox reported to Davis that recruiting parties had been authorised to 

screen the Chinese 18th Division. As a result » approximately 1*00 men 

have been selected thus far and it is honed that Commandos #13, tU and 

3 

l*? will commence training next Monday 1 June." Only a week later. 
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1. Hepp mr to Vedenwgrer, 22 1 945, in 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00 .OP. 4. CG, IISF, CT - Letters. 

Folder #l5. 


2. See also Cox on the same subject on 25 Hay 1945, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00 ,AD 1 - Operational Report. 


3. Apparently the 00 Command had bean able to salvage enough from 
the wreckage of #11, 12, and 13 to create new units for #11 and 
#12, for them la no further mention of then. In this report 
Case refers to the intervention of General Su Lei Ming, Cowsander 
of the Chinese 5th Amy Group. A conference with Tu on Kay 23 
apparently led to permission to screen the L8th Division, for 
Cox stated in his May 31 report that "this recruit! ng has been 
made possible by General fu Lei King, (kmmanding General of the 
5th Army Group, who has been giving the entire Commando project 
a great deal of support.” See the following document for mention 
of this conference on Kay 23* 

Cox to GPSG, 25 May 1945, in 
OSS Archives • Kerning. 

00, AO 1 - Operational Report. 

The May 31 report will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G. AD 1 - Operational Report. 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

-6S- 

however, fresh problems arose* On that day Cox reported to Bavis that 
Commando #5, which had been unsatisfactory from the start, had " fallen 
fur tiier and further below strength, continually, and because of pool* 
Chinese officers, has not been satisfactory in training.* In conse- 
quence of this situation and because the other commandos needed replace- 
ments, it had been "decided to break up the Fifth Commando, use the 
best man to bring remaining Commandos up to T/O strength, and to weed 
out the weak officers and men. A new Fifth Commando will commence train- 
ing at the same tine as the 19th and 20th Commandos.* To balance this 
unfavorable development was the fact that Commandos #L3, Hi, and IS 
actually did begin training on June Is, 

The general situation regarding Commandos #11 through 20 was summed 
up in rather gloomy fashion in an exchange of radiograms between Cox 
and Davis on June 7-8, %vis radioed Cox on June ? and asked for informa- 
tion on the "current Chins se personnel situation for commandos 16 to 20 

and your best estimate as to whether additional personnel needed will be 

2 

made available in time." Cox replied on the following day that #13, Ik, 
and 1$ had actually begun training on June k and that enough men were on 
hand to begin training #16, 1?, and 18 on June 11, As for §19 and 20, 
their training would be begun on June 18, "provided cooperation on recruit- 
ing continues." The new 0$ would also begin its training on June 18. He 
then stated as his personal opinion that "Commandos 11 through 20 will have 
personnel barely meeting our minimum requirements." Also, "reduced cell- 
ing on OSS plus quality of personnel being produced, by Chinese for 
supposedly elite commandos, make poor possibility of producing twenty 
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1* Co* to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, ? June Wk?, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming, 

00. AD 1 - Operational Report. 


2, This exchange id 11 be found in 
OSS Archives » Kunming. 

Reg, OP. 3, - Projects* BOSTON, 
Administration, etc. l!i9a. 


66 

1. The words "reduced ceiling" and "staffing" of the commandos 
concern American personnel. As previously stated, the 
American personnel problem was never as acute, from either 
the procurement or the qualitative points of view, as was the 
Chinese. 


2. Oox to Tu Lei Ming, 18 June 19k? t in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OG.OP.lt * General Tu Lei Ming. 

Polder #11. 


3. Ccbc to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, 21 June 19h9, in 
OSS Archives - Cunning. 

00. AD 1 - Operational Report. 
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superior commandos. Recomm positive action by War Ministry and theater 

to produce best, of Chines® soldiers# and Theater action on ceiling to 

provide adeq staffing for twenty commandos.. 

Prom the middle of June to the Japanese surrender in August, 19k5> 

the personnel problem as described above did not alter in any sign! ft cant 

manner. The 00 authorities were bedeviled as before by shortages of 

recruits and by the inferior caliber of those recruits whom they did 

succeed in obtaining. Although both Cox and Heppner persisted in their 

efforts to remedy the situation, no real support from above was forthcoming, 

General Tu remained a strong supporter of the program, even his efforts 

had only limited success. On June 18 Cox wrote to Tu to report on the 

program’s orogress and to outline the features of what had become the usual 

desperate personnel situation. By this date there were 35 officer and 110 

enlisted vacancies in the commandos already formed. In addition, 10 officer 

and 100 enlisted vacancies were expected to occur as training casualties. 

Finally, Cox estimated that 25 officers and 600 enlisted men would b® 

rejected during training. He urged, therefore, the procurement of a total 

2 

of 70 officers and 800 enlisted men to fill the foregoing needs, A few 
days later he reported to Davis that 150 out of TOO new recruits for 
Commandos #19, 20, and 5 had had to be rejected as below the caliber re- 

3 

quired and made the following gloomy statement j 

* Comparison of results thus far obtained indicate ... that the 
poor type of personnel now being obtained (Commandos 11 throu$i 
20) will greatly limit result# obtained. Even a email amount 
of support by Theater and by the Chinese Amy to the project could 
have paid huge dividends.” 
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Clearly, Cox* a confidence in future results was beginning to suffer under 
the strain. 

This strain is reflected in a communication of July 2 from Davis to 

1 

Col, Harry W, Little, Jr,, the OSS Operations Officer in Chungking} 

Statement in report about commandos may have seemed illtenpered 
but assure you we are reaching end of our rope on personnel 
situation, C.C,G, has been most cooperative but is In no posi- 
tion to solve our problems. We have always felt and have stated 
so repeatedly that firm action on highest level is necessary 
if these commando units are to get the type of soldier they 
should have. As it la now they accept less than six percent 
of men screened and even these are not so hot. Sole reason for 
the many changes in training schedule has been failure on part 
of Chinese to produce recruits," 

Even allowing for exaggeration regarding the percentage of rejections, 

this radiogram clearly reflects the discouragement which by now had 

permeated American OG headquarters, 2 

Two more major attempts were made before the surrender of Japan to 

do something about the personnel situation. On July 23 Cox radioed Davis, 

•s 

now the Deputy Strategic Services Officer, as follows: v 

"Every general /!,©,, CMnese general^ wants at least three 
commandos for his cm but no one gives me the men pd General 
Lee advises that minister of war promised Mat one thousand of 
cream of China within ten days fifteen days ago pd as you 
know replacements needed immediately pd would it be possible 
for you to contact minister of war and jack him up pd* 

On the following dey Davis addressed a letter to Wedemeyer, in which he 
summarised the situation. He pointed out that the Chinese First Para- 
chute Regiment (which had been designated at the beginning as the chief 
source for OG recruits) had provided enough men only for the first five 
commandos and that the remainder had been obtained "only through the 
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X* Radiogram, OPSC to little (Chungking), 2 July 19lS» in 
OSS Archive* » Kunadng. 

Reg, OP, 3, - Projects i BOSTON, 

Administration, etc* llt?a. 


2. On the following day Coat made another attempt to remedy the 
personnel difficulties* fie wrote to the Commanding General, 
Supreme Chinese Armies, on July 3, requesting once mm suf- 
ficient recruits to staff his replacement pool which he had 
already asked fro® General Tu on June 18, 

See Cox to CO, Supreme Chinese Amies, 3 July 19k$, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OG.OP.U - General Tu Lei Xing* 

Polder #11. 


3* Radiogram, Cox to Davis, 23 July I9b$, In 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Heg. OP. 3. - Projects I 3O3T0H, 
Administration, etc. lU9a. 
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1. Davis to 03/tfSP/Cf (Attention AC of 8, C-5), 2l» July 1 9hS t in 
OSS Archive* - learning, 

Reg. OP.3, - Projects* BOSTON, 

Administration, etc. 11+9 a. 


2, Cent to CO/CCC, ? August 19b5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00.0P.lt* Chinese Oornbat Command. 
Polder #12. 
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unremitting efforts of Colonel Cox and bis staff in screening many 
thousands of Chinese soldiers to obtain the required number. ” He 
asserted that 00 standards of selection wore not impossibly high, since 
he and his colleagues had personally seen many Chines© units whose men 
were of far h'mher caLiber than those provided for the commandos. Davis 
summarized Cox*s July 23 radiogram to himself and stated: "these soldiers 
have still not materialized end if past experience is any criterion, it 
may be weeks or months before they will, 8 Davis closed Ms letter with 
an urgent request that "every possible effort b® made to induce the 
Ministry of War to fulfill it a promise and to make available these 
soldiers immediately." 

That this appeal to highest headquarters fell at some point upon 
deaf ears is shown by the letter from Cox to the Chinese Combat Command, 
dated August 7, in which he indicated that the personnel problem con- 
tinued to be more serious than ever. In addition to the need for filling 
usual vacancies created by rejections before and during training it was 
now necessary to replace the combat casual ties incurred by Commandos 
#1, 2, 8, 9* and 10, which had meanwhile gone into action. The final 

paragraph of this letter shows the stage which Oox*s thinking had now 
2 

reached, 

"Request that the CO, CCC seriously consider at this time, the 
worth of the Commandos to the war effort, and that if present 
indications show that they will furnish acceptable results to 
the CCC, that everything possible be done to provide the number 
and type of personnel required as soon as possible .* 
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An Incomplete series of weekly progress and efficiency report® on 
the commandos during their training period provides some dues to the 
problem of how capable were the Chinese officers and soldiers. It should 
be recalled that the majority of the complaint a about than concerned 
those provided for Commandos #11 through ?0, #1 through 10 being on the 
whole Borneo at better. The term "somewhat better" is a relative one* 
however, and must be so understood* The reports in Question deal with 
the first four weeks of training of Cosroando #8, the second and third 
of 09, and the first four of #10. The reports on these three commandos 
are particularly interesting, because these units later formed the 00 
battalion which participated with the regular Chinese army in the opera- 
tion against the Japanese- held Tanchuk airfield* Commando #8 received 
a unit efficiency rating of "Excellent” for each of the four weeks. 

The individual ratings given the Chinese officers 1 vary from "Superior” 
for all four weeks in the case of the Second Branch (Rifle) leader, 
who was described as the "best all around officer in Cdo /^ommsadoT »" 
to three officers who in the first week* s report were deemed not of 
Commando duality. The Branch ratings, when given, are mostly "Excellent." 
The Chinese commanding officer received one "Superior" and three 

"Excellent®." Most Branch and Squad leader® earned ratings from "flood" 

2 

to the one "Superior” already mentioned. 

The two reports on Commando 09 five the unit as a whole a rating 
of "Excellent.” The first describes the commando* a moral© as "extremely 
high" and the condition of their weapons was "Excellent,” Their physical 
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1«, The "Senior Ajserlcaa Officer" of the Cownando filled in the 
weekly unit efficiency report and issued th* rating* for the 
Oorrando as a whole, for the Branches, andt for the individual 
Chinese officers. Re did not rate the Chinese enlisted man 
individually, The "Senior American Officer* conseanded the 
American cadre assigned to the Commando and acted as the 
chief adviser to the Chinese commander and his subordinates. 


2. These reports will be found In 
OSS Archives Sunning , 

00, OP .5* - 8th Commando (Combat), #12, 


10 

1* These reports *111 be found in 
OSS Archives - Kuiwing, 

00, OP.?, - 9th Commando (Cochat). #11, 


2, These reports will be found in 
OSS Archives - Sunning, 

OG.OP.?, - 10th Commando (Ooabat), #10, 
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condition had "improved considerably since arrival,” The Executive 

Officer of the commando was Riven a "Superior” rating for both weeks 

and was commented on in the first report as follows: ’’This officer 

is giving cooperation toward training and administrative matters in a 

superior fashion. Due to his efforts the Commando has a well above 

average attendance and promptness record. It has become daily S.O.F, 

for him to account accurately for all absentees,” The Commending Officer 

received an "Excellent” in both cases. The Branch Leaders varied from 

"Satisfactory” to "Superior," with most of them being termed "Excellent, 

The Senior American Officer of Commando #10 either was stricter than his 

colleagues or had less promising material with which to work# In contrast 

to the other two units, #10 received for the four weeks a unit efficiency 

rating of only "Very Satisfactory," The Branches and the Branch and Squad 

Leaders In Commando #10 received more ratings of "Very Satisfactory" 

than did their colleagues in #8 and 9, All smiad leaders "show good 

judgment and leadership," The Cormanding Officer received an "Excellent" 

for each of the four weeks, with the additional comment on th© first report 

that he showed aggressiveness and on the fourth that he "demonstrates 

excellent tactical knowledge." He was described in the third report as 

"vary enable, efficient, strict disciplinarian" and as "open to sug- 
2 

gestion," It is permissible to speculate, therefore, that these ratings 
reflect a greater degree of strictness on the part of the American rating 
of fleer , 

It is difficult to draw definitive conclusions concerning the 
effectiveness end capability of the Chinese officers and men once they 

Approved For Release 2002/0^^IA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

-71- 

had begun their commando training. On the one hand, there were th® 

continual pleas by Cox and others for more men and their complaints 

X 

that the personnel provided was of inferior quality. On the other 
hand, the reports just summer! zed indicate competent levels of perform- 
ance by most of the Chinese officers and men. Two factors, however, 
reduce or eliminate entirely this seeming inconsistency. One is the 
nature of the ratings given. It should be remembered that during World 
War II a military efficiency rating of anything below ''Excellent" was, 
to say the least, damning with faint praise. With this in mind the 
ratings given Commandos $8, 9, and 10 become more cons latent with the 
pleas and complaints continually voiced by the higher GG authorities. 

More important than this, however, is th© question of American as opposed 
to Chinese standards of perib rmance. It is to be doubted that the rating 
officers applied to these Chinese trainees the saise standards which they 
would have applied to American 00 trainees. Evidence of this is to be 
found in the reports on Commandos #9 and 10 and in Cox's correspondence. 

In this third report the Senior American Officer of Commando j*10 says* 

"The commando as a whole has shown an aptitude for learning 
daily lessons. However, due to language difficulties it is 
the oninion of this officer that more demonstration be attempted 
and leas lecture time be devoted for instructional purposes." 

and 

"This officer is of the opinion that the officers and men have done 
exceedingly well in view of the many <fc abaci es & difficulties 
that must be overcome daily," 

and 
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1* It my be argued that these complaints were jtiat another 
manifestation of the occasional tendency ia governmental 
and military circles to exaggerate deficiencies and re** 
quirensnta in order to be ears of getting what the re- 
questers really want , This ia highly improbable in this 
case, however, since the requirements had «2rea<&r been set 
forth by authorities higher than OSS and since the 00 
authorities were faced with the necessity of having all 
commandos ready for action tgr August 1, 1916 • 


7t 

1* Coat to Tu Lei Xing, 18 dune I9h$, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming* 

0G.0P.li* - General Tu Lei Ming. 
Folder #11. 
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H The health of the commando is at present being jeopardized by 
the location of billets In an extremely filthy village. This 
account 3 for the greater portion of our sick.” 

In the fourth report he comments; 

ii The general condition of the commando at this time is quite 
satisfactory. Barring minor deficiencies they are as ready 
for combat as they can be expected ever to be with the train- 
ing background they have,” 

The following comment appears in the second report of Commando #9: 

"Du© to his /the Chinese Executive 0fficer*s7 efforts the 
Commando has a well above average attendance and promptness 
record. It has become daily S.O.P. fbr hist to account 
accurately for all absentees,” 

1 

Cox wrote the following to General Tu lei Mlngt 

»tn general^ the training is progressing satisfactorily. In a 
few instances* the instruction has not been up to best American 
standards, and every effort is being made to improve our work. 

As a result of the General*# /i.e., Tu Lei Ming 1 #. This letter 
always refers to Tu in the third person^ recent visit, attendance 
at classes has improved considerably. The interest and attention 
of the Chinese soldier is almost always a reflection of the 
ability of the Chinese officer over him, Every effort is being 
msde to imnrove the quality of the officers, but there still 
remain a few who are not doing a good job," 

These six comments arc significant and show that ratings of '’Superior 
and * Excellent" must not be taken to mean the same as when applied to 
American units. They reveal that the Americans, whose role, it must con- 
stantly be remembered, was confined to that of advice, had to contend with 
various factors beyond their control. They had to contend with the 
language problem, which inevitably affected the quality of the instruction, 
despite the use of interpreters. They continually faced "many obstacles 
& difficulties. •* There was a health problem. And Cox admits that the 
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training: is progressing only "satisfactorily" and that "in a few instances 
the instruction has not been up to best American standards." It is reveal- 
ing, too, that both the Senior American Officer of Commando 09 and Cm 
himself feel called upon to point out as unusual and worthy of special 
mention the improvement in promptness and in attendance at classes. In 
one case a Chinese officer is singled out for special commendation because 
of his bringing his unit’s attendance "well above the average attendance 
and promptness record." And Cox's remark to Tu on the same subject is of 
equal significance. Perhaps the most important evidence of the standard 
of performance is the remark that Commando #10 is "as read? for combat 
as they can be expected ever to be with the training background they 
have." 

In summary, therefore, it is difficult to believe that the ratings 
of these Chinese units were applied with the same exactness as they would 
have been applied to similar American units. The difference in standards, 
background, training conditions and performance is clear. Furthermore, it 
arnst be remembered that the Americans were very much hampered in their 
training task by the ruling that they could do no mm than advise. In 
the absence of zealous Chinese officers, therefore, their hands were 
virtually tied. 

This account of OG personnel problems has been long. It is perhaps too 
obvious to state that the success of a unit's operations depends on its 
personnel. It remains true, however, that adequate weapons and supplies are 
useless without fully-trained and competent officers and men. The DGs were 
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given a task of enormous complexity# Their mission was, as has been 
shown, a dual one, in that they ware to be prepared to function both as 
true guerrillas and as regular troops of the line* The time allotted 
for training was short at best# In view of these facts, in view of the 
awkward and complex relationship between Americans and Chinese, which was 
dictated by the diplomatic and political situation as much as by the 
military situation in China, and in view of the restrictions placed upon 
the Americans, the quality of the personnel was even more important in 
this instance than perhaps in any other set of circumstances. In short, 
everything depended upon it, since the QG authorities were given once more 
the responsibility of producing results without adequate authority to enable 
them to do so. there can be little doubt that the quality of the Chinese 
personnel was not equal to what were considered to be proper 00 standards# 

It remains to be seen how these Chinese 00s functioned under combat condi- 
tions. 
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1. Another serious personnel problem wi that of the interpreting 
officers, these were Chinese f&o were hired under contract or 
drafted end #u> were assigned to the commandos, their function 
is obvious* Baring the training period the OG interpreter# 
proved to be a source of friction, particularly so since they 
had the honorary rank of officers and since in practice they 
were not under as strict military discipline as wero the QOs* 
this friction increased daring April and Hay, l$hS, and finally 
resulted in an "00 Interpreter Survey* conducted by the X-2 
( Counterespionage) Branch of OSS, dvring which no evidence of 
subversion or espionage was found* Consult the following 
documents for Information concerning the 00 interpreters daring 
this period. 

1. Memorandum signed by Cox, dated April 5, 191*5* addressed 
to * Interpreter# for Chinese Commandos" end explaining the 
interpreters' statue and responsibilities* this will be 
fbund in 

OSS Archives - Knnming. 

OS.OP.U, - Personnel. 

Folder #21* 

2. A Chinese Combat Command instruction to all personnel, 
dated April 2h, 19U5, dealing with the use of interpreters. 
This will be found in 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0SS.0P.1 * Theater Directives, 

3. An OSS Ope rations Coraiittee Meeting Suswary, dated Hay 18, 
1915.5, in which Cox discusses briefly the problem of the 
interpreters’ behavior* This win be fbund is 

OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00.0P.6, 0PSC0M. Folder #?* 

U* Cox’s Frogreee Report on Commandos, dated Key 18, 191*5, 
in part of whieli he discusses the problem posed by the 
interpreters' attitude* Thie will be found is 
OSS Archives - Sunning. 

OC.OF.h* 00, DSF, C? - tetters. 

Folder #15. 
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X. ( Contd, ) 

S, The complete text of the "00 Interpreter Survey 8 , mentioned 
above, which was conauoted by investigators from the 1-2 
Branch (Counterespionage) of OSS, dated Ray 22. 19U$, The 
covering letter to Heppner is dated May ?U, 19U5* TMa 
will be found in 
OSS Archive* - Kunming. 

0G.0P. 3. • Folder #1. 

Since the Interpreter problem presented no features essentially 
dtf fa rent from other aspects of Chinese-Amerlean relationships 
already discussed, it is sufficient to mention the point and to 
refer those interested in additional study of the question to the 
above-mentioned documents* 
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I. 0Q OPERATION “APPLE,” 
JULI - AUGUST, 19li5 


Chinese Commando #1 went by the code-name APPLE. On July 1, 19^5* 
055 issued the operational plan for APPLE, which was to parachute into 
the “area south of WEST RIVER between WUCHOW and XAO-TAO, on the morning 
of 12 July 1915 . ” OSS ordered APPLE to pay “particular attention” to 


the “intelligence derived from the conduct of these operations” and gave 
it six primary tasks i 

”«* Disrupting enemy lines of communication and destruction of 
enemy river traffic along WEST RIVES at such times and places 
as may be selected by the Commando Leader. 

b. Disrupting enemy lines of communication and destruction of 
enesy supply columns using the area road net, at such times 
and places as may be selected by the Commando Leader. 

c. Attacking and destroying such enesgr installations within the 
area of operation as my be within the capabilities of the 
Commando , as determined by the Coimando Leader* 

d» Preparing a plan of attack and seizure of the key town of 

WUCHGW ... to hold Hit CHOW until relieved by designated Chinese 
forces or as directed by higher headquarters. Warning order 
will be issued through this headquarters. 

e. Preparing a plan of attack and seiaure of the key town of 
KAO -TAG ... to be executed on call from higher headquarters . 

To hold KAO-XAO until relieved by designated Chinese forces 
or as directed by higher headquarters. Warning order will 
be Issued through this headquarters. 

f. Preparing a plan for the establishment of defended road blocks 
at critical points In the enemy road net throughout the opera- 
tional area and be prepared to establish these road blocks on 
call,” 


Analysis of these missions reveals a number of significant points. 
In terms of guerrilla warfare doctrine as enunciated by Donovan and his 
associates, the first three are true guerrilla operations. APPLE was to 
concentrate its efforts against enemy lines of communication, supply 
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1* A copy of thl» document will be found In 
OSS Archives - Kuroaing, 

0G.OP.5. - lot Commando (Combat ) « #19, 

Se« Tab "C* for naps to serve as an annex to this study of 
OB Operation APPLE. v 
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1 . 


The tarn "Commando leader" refers to the Chinese common din a 

"T?!! 0 !! 4 hi8 Aweric * n colleague and 

adviser vas called the "Senior American Officer* 
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columns, end Installations. It was to attack , disrupt, and destroy# The 

Commando Leader was left to his own devices in the matter of selecting 

specific targets for attention and In the matter of determining whether 

or not his unit was able to carry out a given task# He was thus not 

governed in his every move and decision by orders from above. Success 

1 

or failure depended on the unit itself and on its leader's judgment, 
liSiile the obligation to attack "installations” might be regarded as a 
violation of the injunction in guerrilla doctrine against attack and 
defense of fixed installations and positions, this is not necessarily 
so, for in each case the operation was to be within the capability of 
the commando, as determined by the C-ommando Leader. 

The second three missions, on the other hand, show very dearly the 
dual nature of the Ol operational concept long since decided upon In 
Washington and more recently in China# The most obvious point is that 
they were designed to give direct tactical support to regular military 
operations# APPLE was directed to prepare plans for the seizure and 
retention until relieved, or otherwise ordered, of the "key” towns of 
Wuchow and Kaoyao and for the "establishment of defended road blocks at 
critical points in the enemy road net throughout the operational area,” 
The defended road blocks and the attacks on the two towns were to be 
prepared on call# These operations partook of the nature of regular 
infantry assaults. APPLE was both to attack and defend fixed positions 
and was to do so when directed, to do so by higher headquarters, regard- 
less of the Commando Leader's own judgment concerning his unit's 
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capabilities. Finally, the two towns in question and the "operational 
area'* in which road blocks were to be set up and defended lay directly 
in the path of the Allied advance envisaged by Operation CARBONADO and 
were important to any West River operation. In sum, therefore, the mission 
given to APPLE conformed In every detail with the modified concept of 00 
operations, with the principles enunciated at Wedemeyer’s Clandestine 
Conference No* 1 (January, 191*5) , with the mission of Operation CARBONADO, 
and with the type of training given to the OGs in consequence. The whole 
mission, as defined, partook strongly of the combination in the same opera- 
tion of both tactical and strategic aspects. It must be admitted, further- 
more, that even the strategic objectives had much of the tactical about 
them, since they lay within the area of tactical effort by regular mili- 
tary forces. The isolation of the battlefield was the goal. 

Intelligence concerning the enemy within the area of operations was 
not very complete. In the "Intelligence Annex No. 1 to Operation * APPLE * ,** 
dated July 1, 19li5, it was stated that "information concerning enemy 

forces along the WEST RIVER (HSI CHIAMO) is very limited. For general 

1 

locations and identifications see map overlay ..." Study of the map 
yields no information concerning Japanese numerical strength, but does 
give an indication of the location of units. The bulk of Japanese strength 
wag concentrated in and around Canton and to the north and east of that 
city. The enemy had entrusted the defense of the West River area to the 
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OSS Archives - Kunming, 

0 &. 0 P. 6 . - Polder #3. Miss* 
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X* this material Is taken from the "OSS Operational Han for 
APPLET dated July 1, 19US, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OG.OP.S. • 1st Commando (Combat) • #19. 


t. la connection with Id and hie "People’s Mobilisation Commission," 
the following news item is of interest. On page kJ of the May 31, 
19$U, iesae of the weekly nensnegeatne "Newsweek” there is a 
photograph with the felloniiig option under it# "Xn Peking, Red 
chairman Mao Tse-tang, flanked by five vice chairmen, watches 
May Day parade from the Sate of Heavenly Peace. Left to right, 

Lt Chi-ehen, Liu Shao-chi, Mao, Oen. Chu Teh, Mme. Sun lat-aen, 
and Chang Lan." 
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13th Independent Infantry Brigade* Elements of this were in Wucbow, in 
and around Kaoyao, in and around Canton, and near the coast due south of 
Canton. The situation presents two factors of interest. Total Japanese 
organized ground forces strength available for the defense of the West 
River valley was not great, for the ©noisy ted concentrated most of his 
strength in and around Canton. However, it is of interest to note that 
he had concentrated elements of what organized forces he had allotted 
to the West River in or close to the towns of Wuchow and f&oyao, which 
APPLE was to be prepared to capture and defend. 

The situation of friendly forces In the area was as follows. General 

Tu Han-aou commanded the Seventh War Area, in which were located troops of 

the Chinese 65th Amy. Xu was reported to be hostile to the Chungking 

government, to he a member of the South Chinese Secessionist Movement, 

and closely allied with Marshal Li-chi-shen*s “People*® Mobilization 

Commission," which the report described as “powerful" in the southern 

2 

part of Kwangsi Province. Yu*s regular troops of the 65th Army in the 
VII War Area were considered to be of “negligible” military value, Ameri- 
can military observers considered that Yu would commit them “only in the 
event of an Allied landing on the Coast,” since they had refused battle 
with any Japanese forces for the past year. A General Fang, whose 
second-in-command was Colonel Wat, was the commander of the “only known 
reported organised guerrilla band to be operating west along the WEST 
RIVER. " This group belonged to the “National Government Guerrilla Head- 
quarters,” located at Shaping. Other irregular forces in the area were 
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composed of small groups loosely controlled by the central government, 
strictly local militia groups, and the river pirates* The first two 
groups were generally anti -Japanese, while the third was for sale to the 
highest bidder. The West River area could therefore be considered as 
a kind of no-man* s-laad, since effective control really resided in the 
hands of irregular groups of uncertain temper, rather than firmly in the 
hands of either the Japanese or the Chinese central government . 

The same report gives a lengthy description of the terrain, roads, 
and communications of the area. The terrain in general was rough and 
hilly, with the river valley itself broken up by hills and varying in 
width from about 10 miles to « narrow gorges," the "roads in this area 
are probably the worst in all of China. Although some motor roads are 
indicated, the vast majority of land ways are small, tortuous paths. 

In the lower areas they are paved with flag-stones and follow the paddy- 
dike lines, Tn the uplands they normally follow the ridge lines and 
are unpaved." An important feature of the area was that "due to the 
density of the tou^s saw-grass covering higher hills" it was "most 
difficult for foot-troops to move off” the paths in the hills. Informa- 
tion on communications was scanty. There was no information at all on 
the existence of a telephone system. Information on telegraph lines was 
meager and unreliable. One radio station was known to exist in Wushow 
"and there is an unconfirmed report of a similar station in KAOTAO," 

It la evident from the information contained in these intelligence annexes 
that APPLE would have to be prepared to operate pretty much on its own 
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re source 3 . While the Japanese forces it wight have to face were not largo, 
it could expect no reliable assistance from Chinese groups already in the 
area and would have to rely on its own equipment for communications . 

in SO team {GAZKLL 1), already in the area, was ordered to assist in 
the arrangements for the reception of APPLE. Also, a three -man advance 
unit of APPLE was dropped in the are® on July 10, to help with reception 
arrangements and to provide last-minute information. On July 11, 19h5, 
GAZELLE radioed back to the base that there were 300 Japanese troops in 
faoyao and that no Chinese troops were to be found south of the river. 

Mo Japanese gunboats were on the river. Japanese supplies were stored in 
caves north of Kaoyao and were carried in barges towed by motor launches. 
These convoys were 'usually guarded by two Japanese soldiers, traveled at 
night, and made their stops at small villages along the north bank of the 
river. APPLE would not have to worry about food, since it was plentiful. 
Sow would it have to concern itself with the attitude of the local popula- 
tion, which was said to look upon the Americans with favor. The rate of 
exchange was about liGO Chinese dollars to 1 American, GAZELLE urged that 
APPLE'S personnel be told not to mention the rate- prevailing in Kunming, 

In the interest, of course, of keeping down the rates and prices in the 

West Hiver area. The same day APPLE'S advance unit reported that the 

x 

Drop Zone was ready for the drop scheduled for the following day.' On 

July 12, 1916 f APPLE parachuted safely behind the Japanese lines near 

Kaoyao* It was reported that all went well, except for the loss of one 

h 

Chinese, who Landed in a fish pond and drowned. 
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1* Detailed Report on mounting of AFFIX Operation* dated 
July 18* 1915, la 
OSS Archive* - Kunming, 

SO, OP, 12 (Box !)• 

9 OG - AFFIX, BLACKBERRY, CHERRY. 


2# Radiogram, GAZELUS to Wampler (the head of 
11 July 1915, in 
OSS Archive® • Kunming. 

00. OF, 5. - 2nd Cfewando (Combat) - #18, 


3. Radiogram* Carpenter (APPLE advance unit) to Cox* 11 July 
1915, in 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP ,5, - 2nd Consando (Combat) • #18, 


h. Cm to OPSO* Weekly operational report* 12 July 1915# in 
OSS Archive* « Kunming, 

0G.AB 1 - Operational Report. 
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1. Detailed Report on AFFIX Operation, dated 18 July 1915* eigned 
by Lfe, Col. Lucius 0. P.ucker, Jr., and addressed to the 
Strategic Services Officer/OSS/cr. Col. Rucker was head of 
the 00 Parachute Training School end Chief of Air Operation*. 

A copy of thi* report xill be found in 

OSS Archive* • Kunming. 

80.0P.12 (Box 1), 

5 00 - APPLE, BLACKBERRY, CHERRY. 

2. A copy of this schedule, dated July 12, 1915, will be found in 
OSS Archive* - Kunming, 

00. OP. 5. - l»t Commando ( Combat) - 09, 

The complete plane-load manifests, personnel rosters, financial, 
supply and re-supply packaging; (with code-markings) , communica- 
tions, and other administrative arrangements for APPLE will also 
be found in this folder. 
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Before beginning a discussion of APPLE* > actual activities in the 
field it is of importance and interest to note the transportation and 
parachuting arrangements for the unit. This information will be found 
in a detailed report on the actual air transport operation. The tin* 


schedule which was carried out was as follows? 

"0305*“ First aircraft took off. All take-offs were on® Cl) 
minute apart. 

0311s- Aircraft So* 5 developed engine trouble. 

0330s - Aircraft So* 5 landed to change load. 

011**5 1 - Aircraft Ho* 5 took off again. . . 

MOO*- Rendeevous made at HASHING. All fourteen (Ik} aircraft 
in formation 50 ft. out, 50 ft. back., h elements of 3 

and 1 element of 2. »_ 

0823s - First aircraft passed directly over target r • 

OB 36s- Drop collated. All men and equipment out. Began return 

trip to CHBNGKBNG, 2 

1330s- First aircraft landed at CHUNG HUNG . 

The load to be air-lifted consisted of tt llh Chinese and American 


parachutists, ?8 containers, and 30 packages of arm®, ammunition, and 
supplies, requiring fourteen airplanes.** The 27th Troop Carrier Squadron 
of Fourteenth Air Force handled all arrangements and made the actual lift. 
The chief loading principle wae that of keeping "each section, i.e., machine 


gun squad, H.fl© squad, mortar squad, or other units intact along with 
their equipment so that if an emergency arose necessitating a jump at 
some unexpected place, they wo old have a combat unit together with its 
officers, personnel and equipment." The unit rode in trucks the 18 miles 
from the Commando carp to the Chengkung airdrome. Cox assigned one 2j-ton 


truck to each of the fourteen planes and sent along an extra vehicle in 


case of breakdown en route. Personnel and equipment were loaded in the 
trucks according to the plane to which the truck and they were assigned. 
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Farly to the evening of July 11 all pi pm crews and parachute school 
dispatchers were given a thorough preliminary briefing to cover the 
route as far as the olane rendezvous point at Hanning. For security 
reasons, they were not given the location of the exact Drop lone until 
0100 hours on July 12, or just prior to the actual departure time. 

In addition to the fourteen C-h7 L transport planes actually lifting the 
commando, the air fleet consisted of four F-51 fighters, which escorted 
them from Nanning to the Drop lone and back, end one B-2$, sent along to 
n obtain serial photographic coverage. " 

The truck convoy arrived at Cbengkung Airdrome at 2200 hours on 
July 11. Meanwhile, the parachute school dispatcher# had reported in 
to the planes to which they had been assigned, and occupied themselves 
with taping the doors, checking the anchor cables, and seeing that their 
planes were reedy for loading and taking off. The OGs were given food 
and hot drinks and spent the remaining time before loading in two revet- 
ment areas on the opposite side of the field from where the planes awaited 
them. At 0030 hours, July 12, the trucks were reloaded and crossed the 
field to the parking line, with the truck assigned to Plan# Nurfcer Ife 
in the lead and the others in reverse order. Each truck reported to the 
plane bearing the number corresponding to its own. By Q200 the planes 
were loaded and the men to place . During th# trip aLl the men were 
airsick. Except for the mishap to Aircraft Ho, 5 reported above, the 
trip to the Drop lone proceeded without other incident. The planes 
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1* The fleure of lit C-U?a it taken from 

Cox to OPSO, Weekly operation report, dated 19 July 19b$» in 
CSS Archives - Kunaing. 

06. AB 1 - Operational Report* 


8 > 

1, letter, Capt, Leopold J. Sarsaaki, Leader of tea® GAZSIL1, 
to Wampler, 16 July 19U5, In 
OSS Archive* - Kunaing. 

OS.OP.7. - APPXE Operation. 

Folder #11. 

Farveekl also reported that AFPLF'a men had drastically inflated 
prices in the area. Be stated that they paid 100 Chinese dollars 
for a cup of tea. 
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t raveled at 100 to 10$ miles per hour at 500-600 fast altitude. The 

chief difficulty occurred, over the Drop 7,o m as follows; 

*They arrived at DZ at 0825 hours and found the panels of the 
reception committee with no difficulty. The original plan 
was to wake one pass over the DZ with all equipment and per- 
sonnel being dispatched. However, several of the dispatchers 
were hampered in their dispatch ing by airsickness, with its 
resulting weakening of the jumpers and two passes were neces- 
sary in order to clean out the loads. The whole formation made 
a second mss and the few planes that had been unable to dispatch 
their loads on the first pass threw out the remaining equipment,* 

The drop was counted as successful, si nee the only casualties were the 

one Chinese who landed in a fish pond and drowned and one whose arm became 

entangled in the static line of another jumper and was broken as he jumped. 

All equipment landed safely. It is possible, however, that the broken 

arm could have been the only casualty on the drop, for the head of the 

1 

SO team GAZELLE reported the following about A?PI£*s drop. 

“This kid that dxtraxed was seen by a few Chines® paratroopers, 
but instead of going to his assistance, they ran back on© 
thousand yards for an American, hot stuff,® 

After the planes* return to base the dispatchers and plane crews 

held a meting and made the followi ng suggestions to improve operations 

In the future; 

w a» Do not make drop approaching water, even thou# this means 

air craft cannot fly the direction of the panel on the field, 

b. All planes parked in line before taping doors and loading 
equipment to prevent con fusion among the dispatchers in that 
they msy load a plane other than that assigned to them, 

c. Must have covers for trucks so that chutes don’t get wet on 
way to field, A wet chute may cause a malfunction and endanger 
the jumper’s life. 

d. Have cigarettes, candy, gum, etc,, for the jumpers while flying, 
and clothing or blankets to keep the men warm during flight. 
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e. Be sure that all men fill their canteens before taking off, 

f. Hare « briefing of sill dispatchers just prior to loading in 
case there has been a change in plans after the preliminary 
briefing of all dispatchers and setters of the air crews.* 

The reconstruction of APPLE'S activities during the month between 
its arrival in the West liver area and the Japanese surrender in mid- 
August is relatively easy iron the strictly chronological point of view, 
owing to the existence of regular reports from Cox to hi# superiors# 
However, it Is permissible to wish to look soae&at beyond these routine 
reports, for two reasons. First is their brevity, which makes it hard 
to obtain much sore than the outline of events. Second, is their character, 
which, it must be remembered, was governed by the Directive of May 30, 

19b$g concerning the nature of reports# This stated that reports must 
emphasise accomplishments rather then difficulties. The necessary 
frequency of radio silence, transmission difficulties, end the rapid 
dissolution of units at the end of the war, all contributed to the 
relative scarcity of full reports from the field and therefore to the 
difficulty of obtaining complete information on operations. 

After landing between Wuchow and Kaoyao on July 12, APPLE prepared 

p 

to move to Loyt inguy an. The Demolition Section was sent to sine the 
road near Tang-chiang-hsien. The- Chinese in the area *seest very cooperative 

3 

and very partial to Americana.* For four days the Japanese chased APPLE, 
which * cleverly evaded them and made their way to IO-TISG, They will 
establish a base there from which they will begin operations ,* ^ At 
Lo-ting radio trouble developed, which meant that "only meagre information 
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1, Sea Footnote #2, page 57, of this paper. 


2, it has beee impossible for either the present writer or the Map 
Library Diviaion/ORR to locate this town. 


3. Ceac to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, dated 19 duly 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 
oqt,At 1 - Operational Report, 


U, Cox to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, dated 26 July 191*5, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming, 

00 .AD 1 • Operational Report. 
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1, Co* to Heppner, OS Monthly Report, dated 31 duly 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OG,OP,3 • Monthly Report, Folder #3. 


2. Co* to OPSO, Weekly Operational Report, dated 2 August 1 91*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00, AD 1 - Operational Report, 


3, Cox to CS/Reeerve Command and to 00/ Chinese Commandos, 
6 August 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OO.OP.b, Commanding General, 
let Parachute Regiment, Folder #13, 


U. Co* to Heppner, OG Monthly Report, dated 31 August 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00.0P.1 - CHINA (Co, "8") - OPERATIONS, 

Mo Mamkong river exists under this name. It la suggested that 
the junction of the West and Man-chi ang Rivers may be the scene 
of this action, Thie junction has been circled on the map. 
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05 (Contd.) 

5, See also the following reference for Ccac’e citations of various 
American personnel of APPLE for their conduct during thte and 
other activities of the unit* 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00.0P.7, - Citations* Polder #2?. 
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was obtained during the next few days, but some contact was maintained 

through other OSS units operating in this area." 1 The same report states 

that Lo-ting proved to be an excellent base for operations* There was in 

the area a Heneral Tam, who had a force of about 6,000 guerrillas under 

his command, "He displayed willingness to cooperate but he was initially 

reluctant to engage in decisive actions against the enemy, fearing they 

»dght ravage the area. However he was induced by the Commando leader to 

plan combined operations." At the same time APPLE set up an Intelligence 

net to cover both Canton and the West River area and carried out numerous 

reconnaissance activities* On August 2 it was reported that APPLE and 

Tam had. drawn up plans for a simultaneous attack on three villages on the 

2 

south bank of the West River. On August It APPLE reported that it was on 

3 

an operation and would report as soon as it returned. On August 9 the 
report was that APPLE had "attacked & Jap fortified position at the 
junction of NAMK0N0 & WEPT RIVERS on 5 August. The position had 3-70 
mm guns, mortars, and machine guns, Jap casualties were 8 dead and h 
wounded. Commando casualties were 7 wounded and 3 missing believed dead, 
no Americans. 200 Jap reinforcements arrived fro® TAHKINQ 2 hours after 
attack began. The conduct and discipline of the commando under fire was 
superior, This same report described this attack as APPLE’S "initial 

5 

operation." 

There are in existence two complete reports from the Senior American 
Officer of AP^LE, Captain Vernon 0, Hoppers, Inf., to Cox. These cover 
the period from July 12 to the Unit’s arrival at Lo-ting on July 25. The 
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first Is a "Report on Area* and provides some information. The second 
is a "Report of First Commando 12 to 2$ July 19b?" and is invaluable for 
supplementing the briefer official reports. 

In the first of these documents Hoppers confirmed the main features 

1 

of earlier intelligence reports. The country was agricultural, with a 
plentiful supply of food® The Americana were politically popular, while 
the British were e anally detested. The local officials were cool towards 
the Chung-king government, "because they have had no support from it.* 
Local military leaders maintained a sort of "gentleman* s agreement" with 
the Japanese, with the result that a large smuggling trade flourished 
throughout the area. There were about 2, CTO Communists about 30 miles 
southwest of Lo-ting, of whom all local military men were afraid. The 
only regular Chinese division in the area, the l?8th, was described as 
having "done no fighting and evidently have no intentions of doing any," 
Hoppers closed this report with a few suggestions for the benefit of 
future commandos in th® field. He thought it extremely important to give 
each commando a thorough briefing on the money situation. In the case of 
his own unit, he con firmed £arwaaki*s July 16 report of APPLE * a behavior 
in these words* "The men of the first commando are actually by the ex- 
change here being paid better than $60 gold per E.K. and consequently 
are spoiled. They have inflated the exchange in every town ve pass 
through." Since the operations were financed by the Americans with 
money entrusted to the Senior American Officer in the field, this matter 
was of considerable importance. The lack of control of the Americans over 

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A8flfi100190001-3 


86 


1« f tale handwritten report is undated and will he found in 
OSS Archives - fanning, 

OG.OP,? - APPUE Operation, 

Folder m. 

In both of Hoppers* reports the spelling and punctuation 
have been corrected. The words, however, remain unchanged. 
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the Chinese personnel is graphically shown by this passage* Hoppers' 
second suggestion concerned the interpreter problem. It will be recalled 
that the interpreters were hired et Chungking and that the table of organ- 
isation assigned eight of them to each commando* Hoppers makes what 
should have from the beginning been an obvious point to higher headquarters 
when he says: "Interpreters should be picked for the provincial language 
which they speak." He says, further* 

"I have only one interpreter who ia worth a damn. All of them 
are too young and have had no experience in handling coolies, 
merchants or anyone else. Interpreters hired in the area in 
which you operate are a great deal more useful. Ifhen hired 
through the magistrate they are thoroughly trustworthy and can 
save you a great deal of money and time* Mr, Po Chun Liung 
ll}!?3. has done a vary good job, Int. Charlie Char, was an agi- 
tator 30 we used him as a courier. " 


The trouble with the interpreters which erupted during the training period 


evidently became suite serious once the unit got into the field. 

In his report on the period July 12 - Hoppers provided & rather 
depressing picture of the activities of the First Commando . ‘phis report 
is of such interest, owing to its frankness and to its authorship by one 
who was in a responsible position with APPtF, that the significant portions 
of it are herewith reproduced. The contrasts with the routine reports 
summarized above should be noted, 

"Jumped at Kai-Ping at approx, 9*00 AM to well organized reception. 
Bom of the jump masters were poorly coordinated with pilots. 

Some planes were stood up and hooked up on© hour before jumping 
/i.e., the parachutists were stood up and hooked ug7. The jump - 
height was from 2f>0 to 300 feet. This was probably due to diffi- 
culty of getting bandies out of door. The planes did not fly 
across the ? in the right direction. If they had, all of the 
men would have landed on dry ground. As it was one men landed in 
a lake and was drowned, two more almost landed in it and the 
greater majority landed in wet rice paddies. 
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When we hit the ground the Commando personnel were physically 
exhausted* A great many refused to help gather equipment* This 
was the first indication of a very poor discipline, When they 
were told that they should carry their parachutes into town, about 
miles distant, they were very unhappy. All other equipment was 
being moved by coolies. Some of them threw the parachutes in the 
rice paddies on the way in. 

We spent two days in Kai-ping gathering information and waiting for 
Lt. Framler to return from the West River ares, During these two 
days the Chinese soldiers bought everything that was loose in the 
town and prices went up over twice what they were. Colonel Cbing 
/the Chinese Commando Leader?’ promised to restrict them to the area, 
hut this never materialized, despite my constant reminding him that 
they were inflating the market , On the second day in Kai-ping I 
sent Lt, Hudson with the Demo. Section on a, mining and recon, mission 
down the coast road, I had received word that a Jap column was halted 
near Yang— chiang-hsien and there we might be able to booby-trap soma 
empty bldgs. Also for a look at the road itself end the terrain 
around it. The mission was not successful where the mining was con- 
cerned, for the Japs -were on the outskirts but they did make 

a aood reconn, of the road, The unit left Kai-ping in-route to 
Loh-ting on the l?th. After the first f day of marching not one 
Chinese soldier was carrying Ms pack. All ©quip, was being carried 
by coolies. After the first day rifles and belts began to appear 
on the coolies' loads. X went to Col, Ching and told him the men 
must carry at least their arms in case of attack. The men started 
carrying them for about two days when they started to crop out again. 
He corrected this again. ...On arrival at San-hing I decided to 
base there, for the most narrow part of the West River is east of 
Kao-yeo about eight miles. The river narrows at some places to 
200 or 300 yards which is ideal for ambush operations, I ... went 
to San-qui," which is located about $ miles from the West River. ... 
When we arrived at San-hing /T.e, , returned from San-qui/ we found 
the entire commando packed and ready to evacuate. We hoard the 
news that two Jap columns were moving from Kai-ping toward San-hing 
and were then about 30 kilometers southeast of San-hing, I insisted 
to Col, Ching and Major Lo /one of the Chines® officer#/ that we 
should take sampans down to San-qui, to carry out our original plan. 
... There is a mountain range east of San-qui, which we could have 
gone into in case they came after us, and there was a possibility 
of hitting their flank as they came down the river. 

Their excuse for not wanting to go was that we could not get past 
the Jap column, which was at that time still 16 miles away. When 
I insisted that we still had our mission to accomplish they offered 
no further excuse, but continued preparations for the move. From 
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San-hing to Loh-ting we were really gives a picture of the First 
Commando, No more than three miles out of San-hing packs, ammo, 
and other equipment began to fall by the vayaide* One man tried 
to throw away hie tommy gun along with the rest of his equipment. 

Sgt* DeCasp broke up a fight between the Col* £x.e.» Col* Ching/ 
and this man. The American personnel ran a scavenger unit be- 
hind the commando picking up discarded equipment. One Chinese 
soldier was restrained from throwing away a mortar at the point 
of a gun* Maj. Lo & Col. Ching sulked along at the rear of the 
column. I controlled, as best I could, the march, with a radio 
in the front and one in the rear. At one point where we crossed 
a river, I tiled to leave a rear guard of one rifle branch, the 
M.n, Branch, and a mortar squad, to ambush the daps as they tried 
to cross the river. They refused to do so. The remainder of the 
march to LOT-TING was just a repetition of the same thing, We 
are still trying. There is still a chance of doing something. The 
American personnel have really done a good job. And for most of 
them it was quite a slap in the face to haw their judgment go so 
completely haywire* Host of the men have the patience of Confucius, 
... The report of the Cosanando i® as absolutely fair as I can make 
it. Many "small things are not mentioned, bat it at least draws 
a verbal picture of our struggle against the enemy behind the 
lines (if we could get them near the enemy) » I have checked this 
report over with every man for some things I did not see myself# 

(How are the other boys making out?)® 1 

The second principal primary source on the adventures of APPLE in 
the field is the series of radioed reports which APPLE and GAZELLE sent 
back to headquarters and which have been preserved. These add no addition- 
al material not found in either Cox's or Hoppers* reports, but do .furnish 

illuminating details on some of the operations. On July 25 GAZELLE radioed 

2 

to Wampler as follows* 

«0UB GUERRILLAS QUITTING US, NOT ENOUGH KONST FOR FOOD. WE PAT 
OUR MEN 30 C.N. PER DAY. APPLE CHINESE PAT 100 C.K. AMD SPEND 
MONEY LIKE HAD. PRICES RAISED EVERYWHERE THEY GO. DIB TO 
PRESENT SITUATION REGARDS TO JAP MOVE WE PROCEEDING ALONG SAME 
ROUTE AS APPLE, CHINESE NOT PUTTING UP STAND ANY PLACE. GUERRILLA 
UNITS IN KWANTUNG BIG LAUGH. REPORTS RELATIVE TO THEIR STRENGTH 
EXTREMELY EXAGGERATED . n 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-I 


P72-001 21 A0001 001 90001 -3 


Approved For RWtfase 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A030100190001-3 


89 

1, The correct identification of "San-hing" and *San-qui# remains 
in doubt, since neither the present writer nor the K«p Library 
Diviaion/OHR has been able to locate any places by these names. 
It is suggested that the correct rendering of "San-hing* is 
"Hein-hsing." This city is therefore underlined on the map. 

Ite location between Kel-p'ing and Looting make it possible 
that it is the place which Hoppers had in mind, since he is 
describing the journey between Kai-p'ing and Looting. 

Xt is suggestsd tentatively, again on the basis of the text, 
that "San -qizi" may actually be "San-ho-hsu," which has also been 
underlined on the map. 


2* Radiogram, GAZELLE to Wampler, 25 July 19L5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00.0?. 5* • 2nd Commando (Combat) - #18, 
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1. Radiogram, GAZELLE to Wampler, 25 July 19L5, in 
OSS Archives * Kunming. 

OG.OP.5. - 2nd Commando (Combat) - #18. 


2. Radiogram, APPLE to Cox, 28 July 19U5, in 
OSS Archivea - Kunming. 

00.0P.5. - 2nd Commando (Cosfcat) - #18. 


3. Radiogram, APPLE to Cox, 30 July l?h5. In 
OSS Archivea - Kunming. 

00.0P.5. - 2nd Commando (Combat) - #18, 


U. Radiogram, APPLE to Cox, L August 19L5, in 
OSS Archivea - Kunming. 

0G.0P.5. - 2nd Commando ( Combat) - #18, 
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On the .following day GAZELLE radioed another report, which was uneampll- 

mentary to the Chinese and based on both APPLE ' a and GAZELLE* s experiences 

"CHINESE SEEM LEAST DESIROUS OP COMBAT. NOT ONLY TRUE OF APPLE 

BUT ALL CHINESE ... IN LAST JAP PUSH HERE MO RESISTANCE OFFERED 

ANYWHERE. AMERICANS COOPERATE WITH CHINESE BUT BROWNED OFF DIE 

TO THEIR NON AGGRESSIVE ATTITUDE. , . . PLENTY SPACE FOR FIGHTING 

THIS PROVINCE IF CHINESE WOULD ONLY COOPERATE. IDEAL SITUATION 

IS TO HAW TROOPS UNDER DIRECT CCMdAMB OF AMERICANS, ROUGHER 

TREATMENT CHINESE RECEIVE THE MORE APPRECIATIVE THEY ARE. ETERI 

ONE DOING BEST TO OBTAIN RESULTS. TOUGH SLEDDING AT PRESENT." 

The money situation was reflected on July 28 in APPLE* a request for 9,000,000 
2 

Chinese dollars. On July 30 APPLE reported that it had contacted General 

Tam and had persuaded hi* to release 300 of his 6,000 troops to assist the 

cosffisndo in the attack on the three villages on the south bank of the 
3 

West Hirer. 

The complexity of any operations in China, and particularly those 

behind the enemy lines, was illustrated by Hoppers* adventures with 

the above-mentioned General Tam, It will be recalled that Theater had 

decreed that the Americana should have nothing to do with internal Chinese 

political affairs. This explains Hoppers 1 attitude. The incident, of 

which nothing eventually ca m, shows the difficulty of remaining aloof. 

h 

Hoppers radioed as follows i 

"HAVE RUN INTO POLITICAL TANGLE. GENERAL. TAM ... LOCATED TANKING 
WANTS GENERAL HO . . . TO RECOGNIZE TITS TROOPS AS REGULAR ARMY. 

HE HAS SIX THOUSAND MEK WHO ARE PART OF THE NINETEENTH ROUTE 
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ARMY OF 5HANGHI. GENERAL TAM AND GENERAL HO ARE OLD FRIENDS. 

HE WILL TAKE ORDERS FROM ME IF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT WILL 

RECOGNIZE AMD SUPPLY HIM. CAS YOU CONTACT GENERAL HO FOR ANSWER. 

I AM ACTING AS MIDRIB MAN, HAVE PROMISED NOTHING. 300 OF HTS 

KEN NOW ON OPERATION WITH PART OF COMMANDO , CONTACTED MR. CHEW ... 

WHO HAS 700, ALL ARMED GUERRILLAS. ... ALT, HE WANTS IS AMMO.” 

While the Theater decree concerning involvement in political affairs was 

undoubtedly inspired by the best of motives, it Is clear that such a 

restriction, given conditions In China generally, end particularly given 

those prevailing behind enemy lines, was too categorical at best and too 

unrealistic and impossible at worst. Since guerrilla doctrine from the 

beginning had emphasized that operations could not be mounted at all 

without at the very least the tacit support of the local population, it 

was demanding too much to expect that the 00s could possibly completely 

ignore local powers and strong men. 

Thus far, the accounts of APPLE'S activities have emphasised the 

difficulties, with particular emphasis, borne out by experience, on the 

Chinese lack of discipline and aggressive spirit. The Jbllowing account 

of the penultimate operation of APPLE serves, on the other hand, to show 

that ell the American work was not a complete waste of time and at the 

asm time provides a clue to the rather sorry performance during the first 

1 

weeks of APPLE'S mission in the field, 

"COMMANDO ATTACKED JAP FORTIFIED POSITION HELD BY liO JAPS AT 
JUNCTION OF NAKKONG AND WEST RIVER. JAP CASUALTIES P DEAD, h 
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1. Eadiogran, APPUE to Cox, 7 August 19h$ $ in 
CSS Archtv** * I wBtog t 
0C.0P.5* - 2nd Commando (Contoat) - #18, 
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1. Sh tha citation* In, 

OSS Archive 8 • Kunming* 

08*0P*7. • Citation*, foldor #25. 
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mwmw OUTSIDE THE FORTIFICATIONS. COKHMIDO CASUALTIES 
7 WOUNDED, 3 KISSING BELIEVED KILLED. LT BRIDGES, IT CARPENTER 
DID SUPERIOR JOB OF TROOP LEADING. RECOMMEND CPL CAHILL FOR 
SILVER STAR, HE CROSSED $0 YDS OPEN FIELD TO CARRY OUT MO IMBED 
CHINESE SOLDIER. NO AMERICANS HOUNDED, DISCIPLINE OF COMMANDO 


UNDER FIRE SUPERIOR IN EVERY RESPECT, THEY VENT RIGHT INTO 
HOUSES AFTER JAPS THEM PUSHED TO WITHIN 20 YDS OF JAP PORT," 

Since the Japanese reinforced their garrison, the Commando had to withdraw. 
The operation in one sense could not be called a success. It is evident, 
however, from this text that the Chinese soldiers behaved in an exemplary 
manner. The reason was not that they themselves had changed in any way. 
Rather it was that when the fighting actually began the American officers 
and enlisted men took over the combat leadership of APPLE. In other words, 
under the conditions of stress it was the Chinese officer who was at 
fault, rather then the Chinese soldier. The latter showed himself in this 
attack capable of fighting bravely and well when he received proper leader- 
ship. This point is confirmed in the citations of two American officers 
and three African enlisted mn for the Silver and Bronze Stars respectively 
for their roles in the operation of August 1 against a Japanese-held 
village. In each case, the citation speaks of the personal leaders nip 
which the Americans exercised and the good response of the Chinese soldiers 
to that leadership. 1 Tha attack of August $ just described evidently 
led to some reproaches from Cox, who was known to be opposed in principle 
to using Ode to attack fortified places. On August 11 APPLE explained 
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the reason for the attack and confirmed what has been said above con- 

1 

cerning the Chinese officers. 

"ATTACK AGAINST POSITION AT NAMKGNQHAU PLANNED AS SURPRISE DAWN 
ATTACK. REASON FOR MEN KILLED AND WOUNDED WAS LACK OF AGGRESSIVE 
SPIRIT IN HAJ. LO. REASON FOR ATTACK OS POSITION: THERE ARE NO 
COLUMNS AND VERT LITTLE TRAFFIC ON WEST RIVER. WE HAD TO FIGHT 
POME ONE.® 

The final APPLE operation before the end of the war was an attack by 

its Machine Gun Section on a Japanese headquarters, in which it was re- 

2 

ported that four Japanese were killed and an unknown number wounded. 

The question always arises of the wanner in which to Judge an opera- 
tion. From one point of view this project can be regarded as a failure. 

In terms of concrete results achieved the unit accomplished little. During 
the month it was In the field it attacked four Japanese-held or Japanese- 
fortified villages and strongpoints and one Japanese headquarters of unde- 
termined importance. None of these were apparently of any particular 
tactical or strategic significance, their significance insofar as APPLE 
was concerned being their role in accustoming the unit to combat operations. 
There is no evidence that these attacks particularly hampered the Japanese. 
That they did annoy the® is certain, for the enemy did take the trouble 
to reinforce one of his threatened garrisons and thereby caused APPLE 
to withdraw. Concerning the tactical role of the 00s in support of 
regular military operations, there is no evidence that APPLE was of any 
particular assistance to Operation CARBONADO, since the above-mentioned 
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X. Radiogram, APPLE to Cox, U August 19U5, la 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00*0? .5 • • 2nd Commando (Combat) - #18. 

Mo locality exists under this nano. See Footnote Humber k, 
p. 85. 


2. Radiogram, APPLE to Cox, 13 August 19U5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

06 .OP. 5* - 2nd Commando ( Combat) - #18. 
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«ttae?<s were made on APPLE’S own Initiative. The intelligence which the 
unit sent back according to its secondary responsibility did not either 
add materially to, or seriously modify, the information already available 
from other sources. From this point of view, therefore, it may be argued 
that the results obtained in this case did not justify, frost alt her the 
tactical or the guerrilla warfare viewpoints, the time, anguish, and 
effort which Cox and his associates put into the project. 

To make the above one's definitive judgment on the affair, however, 
would be both a gross oversimplification and an injustice. The judge 
should bear two things in mind. One is that significant targets were few 
and far between at this stage of the war. The Japanese had largely com- 
pleted their withdrawal from the area in which APPLE was to operate and 
had left the field for the most part to local guerrilla groups. The only 
regular Japanese forces left ware the elements of the 13th Independent 
Infantry Brigade, which was scattered piecemeal over the area. Enemy 
river and road traffic was correspondingly Insignificant. As Hoppers put 
it in his radiogram of August 11: "We had to ftgit someone.* To expect 
truly great results in such a situation is therefore asking too much. 

The second thing, the element which really hampered operations, was the 
almost impossible arrangement for command and control of the unit. The 
Americana, as demonstrated earlier, had been put into the very difficult 
position of possessing responsibility without authority. They were to 
advise the Chinese, but were forbidden to command them. Command of an 
operation would therefore either not exist at all or would fall into the 
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hands of those best capable of exercising it, irrespective of pronounce- 
ments and directives. The history of APPLE shows this. Examination of 
Hoppers* report of the period July 12 — 25 i® ®n excellent illustration 
of the situation in which the Americans found themselves. In the absence 
of Chinese will, there was little the Americans could do. When an action 
was actually undertaken it was the Americans who really did the leading 
and comr ending, as shown in the accounts of and citations for the actions 
against the four villages and the Japanese headquarters. How, from this 
material two things become clear. One is that the Chinese officers were 
not of the caliber required for GG operations. Hoppers and GAZELLE both 
agree on their lack of aggressiveness. Hoppers, furthermore, recounts 
in some detail his adventures in trying to operate within the framework 
of the Theater directive concerning command of field units and relations 
between Chinese and Americans. GAZELLE made the following point in its radio- 
gram of July 25, which has already been ouotedi 

"IDEAL SITUATION IS TO HAVE TROOPS UNDER DIRECT COMMAND OP 
AMERICANS. ROUGHER TREATMENT CHINESE RECEIVE THE MORE 
APPRECIATIVE THEY ARE," 

While the last sentence may be debatable, there ie little question that 
under the leadership of the Americans the Chinese soldiers performed well, 
as shown by the brief account of the action of August 5 and in the cita- 
tions for the action of August 1. 

In sum, therefore, APPLE was operating under two great handicaps: 
the lade of targets and an impossible command situation. The circum- 
stances were suits beyond its control. Accordingly, it is too much to 
expect a record of startling results in the field. 
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j. a? operation 

ms - Almost, i9h? 


yhil# APPLE ms operating directly ia the path of, & ad in direct 
tactical support of. Operation CARBONADO in the West liver valley and 
towards Canton, the second 00 unit was preparing to go into the field 
around the area of Cfcang-sha. It parachuted near Chekiang on the morning 
of duly 27, 191*5, and operated in the ©lang-sha - Shaoyang (Packing) - 
Hang -yang triangle from that date until the end of the war a little more 
than two weeks later. 

BLUEBERRY* e mission wae generally similar to that of APPLE and was 
set forth as follows* 

"a. Disrupting enemy lines of oosmrunieatioa and destruction of 
enesy river traffic along HSIANG CBIAN0 at such times and 
places as nay be selected by the Commando Leader. 

b. Disrupting enemy lines of communication and destruction of 
enemy supply columns using the area road net, at such times 
and places as may be selected by the Commando Leader. 

c. Disrupting the flow of eneny rail traffic and the destruction 
of railroad equipment and facilities In use by the ensny, 

at such times and places as may be selected by the Commando 
Leader. 

d* Preparing a plan for the establishment of defended road blocks 
at critical points in the eneny road net throughout the opera- 
tional area and be prepared to establish these road blocks 
on call. 

®. Attacking and destroying such enemy installations within the 
area of operation as may be within the capabilities of the 
Commando, as determined by the Commando Leader. 

f . The Cammdo Leader will establish friendly relations with 
Hilit ary Commands and Guerrilla Organisations in the area of 
operation and cooperate with these activities wherever possible, 
for mutual benefit* ft 

It will be noted that BLUEBERRY * s mission differed in several important 
respects from that of APPLE. In contrast to the latter*# mission, BLUE- 
responsibilities included only one instance in which the control 
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1* Cost to Heppner, 00 Monthly Report, July 19h% doted % July lfl&. 
In 

OSS Archive* - Kunming 

00* OP. 3* - Monthly Report, folder #3. 

See Tfcb “B* for naps to serve ae an annex to this study of 00 
Operation BLEEBERRI* 


2, OSS Operational Plea for BLUBBERRT, 22 July 191*5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming* 

OO.CP.S, - 2nd C«mnande (Coabat) - #18, 
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1, See the dieouseion above of Operation CARBOHADO and projected 
OSS participation therein, pp, 29-UO and eapeoially pp. 29-32. 
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of the commando was out of the hands of the Commando Leader. This ex- 
ception is to be found in the order to BLOBBERRY to be prepared on call 
to establish » defended road blocks at critical points in the enengr road 
net throughout the operational arsa." With the exception of the road 
block mission the tasks given to BLUEBERRY were all in accord with the 
traditional guerrilla doctrine. They were missions of attack rather than 
of defense and were to be decided upon by the unit leader and not by a 
higher headquarters removed from the scene of operations. This practice 
of control by the unit leader is seen again in the final paragraph of 
the mission directive. He was therein directed to "establish friendly 
relations" with local military and guerrilla organisations and to "cooperate” 
with them "for mutual benefit," whenever possible* There was thus provision 
for cooperation with groups in the area on a military basis (" for mutual 
benefit") without violating the Theater injunctions against mixing in 
political affairs. Since BLUEBERRY was to be in the area only for mili- 
tary purposes, the phrase "for mutual benefit 0 can have no other meaning. 

Operation CAR8OMA00 provided for a "defensive and diversionary 1 * 
effort to "remain, on the active defense in the PACKING - CHAMGTEH - KWEILIN 
area by blocking approaches from CHANGSHA - HERO YANG area." This explains 
the differences between APPLE ‘a and BLUEBERRY* a missions. Whereas the 
former envisaged offensive tactical operations in direct and immediate 
suoport of the regular Chinese armies advancing eastward towards Canton, 
the latter clearly had the defensive purpose of "isolating the battle ft. eld." 1 
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Considerable intelligence on the area was available to BLTCBJHHtY 

before its departure. Of especial importance were sections on the enemy 

strength am situation, the topography, and the condition of communications 
1 

routes, fhe terrain of both Hunan and Xisngai provinces was described as 
» distinctly MU7 or mountainous. * There was relatively little level land, 
while the many mountains and hills rose often to peaks of two to three 
thousand feet, with an occasional summit up to .five thousand feet. In 
sum, "for the moot part the area Is a network of mountains with only limited 
strips of level land along the rivers. ... The hill slopes are usually 
steep, and in many places the swift streams have cut picturesque gorges to 
depths of several hundred feet," "The hillsides are s wilderness, covered 
with natural vegetation. Forest at one tin® covered the entire region, 
but the trees have now been largely cut out near all waterways except for 
the higher peaks." Neither province was thickly settled. "Most towns 
and villages are located along river valleys and the upland regions, approx- 
imately T$% of the total area, are almost completely unsettled." It will 
be obvious that such countryside offered almost the ideal situation for the 
conduct of guerrilla warfare. 

The enemy controlled the principal cities, rivers, roads, and such 
railroads as had not been dismantled or destroyed during the course of the 
Sino-Janane.se struggle. Owing to the gradual Japanese withdrawal to the 
north and east, their dependence on the communications routes was of particu- 
lar importance. The city of Heng-yang was an important railroad junction, 
since both the ffunan-Jtwangsi and the Canton-Hankow lines met there and 
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1« 9m the various Annexes, Attach manta, and Appendixes to 
Operational Plan BLUEBERRT, 22 July 19U5* in 
OSS Archives • Sunming, 

Q0,0P,li, - Folder #26« Klie< 
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continued north through Chang-shs. "This section consists of a single 
standard gang® track." The following description of the manner in which 
the Japanese operated the railroad shows the potentialities for guerrilla 
operations against it. 

"Traffic over this section of the railroad is small due to the 
damaged condition of the line, harassing tactics of guerrilla 
force 3 , and liitft Air Force bombings . Present usage of the line 
is limited to the operation of ’motor trucks’.' These consist 
of two trucks with tires replaced by flanged iron wheels and 
pulling and pushing between then four ears. The Japanese 
are using this section of the railroad for military transporta- 
tion, and operate cars over the road only at night in order to 
avoid aerial bombing. Many of the bridges are make-shift affairs 
made of railroad ties and during the day the Japanese camouflage 
these bridges by placing straw huts on them. 


Stations are guarded by detachments of varying sises depending 
on the importance of the station and the activity of guerrilla 
forces. The Japanese operate patrols of 10-20 men along the 
railroad, Japanese in civilian clothing are responsible for the 
reconnaissance, Keprl sals are taken for acts of sabotage. It 
was reported in May of this year that the main enemy garrisons 
between CH»AN0-SHA and H1M3-TA80 are located at HE NR -SHAN ...» 
I-SO-HO ...» H5IAN0-T’AN ... and HEN0-TAN0." 

Although the Japanese were able to use the roads, their control over 
them was limited. The road between Chang-sha and Heng-yang was reported 
to be a twenty-five- foot-wide all -weather road in good condition. This 
particular road was Important to the enemy, for he used it for the major 
portion of hi® traffic in the Chang-sha - Heng-yang corridor. Owing to 
bombing attacks by the Ihth Air Force, the Japanese used it mostly at 
night • Japanese convoy and protection techniques were shown to b© as 


follows* 


"The Japanese maintain garrisons at short intervals along the 
road for the protection end maintenance of the road. These 
garrisons include guard detachments, supply warehouses, and 
road maintenance crews* According to a Chinese source guard 
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patrols are small and avoid interference with parties crossing 
the road rather than risk a clash with guerrillas. Permanent 
pillboxes are maintained at strategic points, i.e,, bridges, 
fueling point®, 

Japanese convoy habits on the road vary depending on the activity 
of guerrilla groups. Convoys usually rove between 2000 and 2tiQQ, 
Daring the day the Japanese send single trucks rather than con- 
voys over the road. They pursue the following policy? (2) 

Trucks spaced 25* or 50 1 apart. Guard consists of armed soldier 
in each truck. (2) Convoy preceded and followed by tanks. (3) 
Squads of armed soldiers ride in first and last truck." 

The local political situation presented its usual features of com- 
plexity, jockeying for power, and indifference to the course of the wars 1 
" Local Political Sentiment 

(1) Since 1936-3? there has been no open Communist Influence in 
Hunan and Kiangsi provinces. Pockets of ex-Ckinreunist guerrillas 
may exist in the mountainous regions on the borders of Kiangel , 
but their connection with the Yensn regime has long been severed 
and their activities turned to banditry. Recent Chungking dis- 
patches, however, publicise a Communist pocket on the borders of 
Hunan, Kweichow, and Szechuan} unconfirmed reports speak of 
Nationalist clashes with Cosoiuniats in the region between Ton g - 
t*isg and Po-yeng Lakes, near the Yangtze River} the Tenan regime 
has called to the attention of Americans the possibility of re- 
activating the Kiangsi border Communist pockets left behind at 
the time of the Long March and has recently indicated that both 
Hunan and Kiangsi are potential areas of expansion. 

(2) Popular resistance to the Japanese invasion was not wen 
organized and local population has remained largely apathetic 
and indifferent to the course of the war. Chungking-appointed 
magistrates are in power in the occupied area and some Puppets 
have been used by the Japanese.* 

Precise information concerning the enemy* s numerical strength was 
lacking, although there was considerable material concerning eneagr unit 
strength and some information concerning the direction of troop movements . 
Apart fro* Area Array and Array headquarters, six Infantry Divisions and two 
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1. In view of the developraanta in Chink since the above passage 
was written and in view of the heights to which Li-chi-shen 
(See Footnote #2, Page ?0 above) eventually rose, it ia per- 
missible to question, despite wishful thinking at the tine, 
the degree to which the Cowwiniet guerrillas 1 “connection 
with the !aas> regiae has long been severed and their aetivl- 
tiee turned to banditry, * This doubt ie strengthened by an 
ewuainatlon of the latter part of the paragraph above concern- 
ing the Communist guerrillas in Kiengsl<t 
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Independent Mixed Brigades had been identified in the Japanese corridor. 

These forces, with which BLUEBERRY would hare to reckon, had a Table of 
Organisation strength of about 105,000 men. This figure was not definitive, 
however, since the strength of the 86 ih Independent Mixed Brigade was 
listed as ’’Unknown* and since that of the 6hth and 68th Infantry Divisions 
totaled a tentative 2it,000, The operational strength of these eight units 
was about 91,000 and was no wore definitive than their Table of Organisa- 
tion strength, since the strength of the 86th Independent Mixed Brigade 
was listed as »5,000 (?)* and since that of the 6hth and 68th Infantry 
Divisions was a tentative 20,000. Even less was available concerning the 
"Local Strength" of these units. The only figures listed were *7,000 {?)* 
each for the 6Jtth and 68th Infantry Divisions. Although these forces 
were concentrated in the South - North Japanese-held corridor, their 
general movements were north and east, in accordance with the enemy with- 
drawal towards Canton and other cities on or nearer the coast. Furthermore, 
as is evident from the information concerning the roads, rivers, and rail- 
roads, some siseable part of the personnel of these units were being employed 
in garrison and convoy duty along the lines of communication. The enemy 
was accordingly compelled to disperse some of hie strength, thus confirming 
in part Donovan’s statement about the Japanese having flanks but no front. 

The foregoing description and analysis of the mission with which 
BLUEBERRY was charged and of the general situation in the Chang-sha - Pac- 
king - Heng-yang area has shown that it was an ideal area for the mounting 
of guerrilla operations and provides some idea of why BLUEBERRY’ s mission 


Approved For Release 2002/07/gj^^iy>72-00121A000100190001-3 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

- 102 - 

dif fared from that of APPLE. The terrain was rough end thinly populated? 

the enemy was in a position of dependence on vulnerable lines of cosammica- 

ti on and was engaged in withdrawing his forces? the local political 

sentiment, while not burning with hatred for the invaders, would in all 

probability at the very least not oppose ELQSKRBT? and there were already 

& any 30 teams and native Irregular forces at work In the area. Furthermore, 

since this territory was not in the line of advance mapped out for CARBONADO, 

there was less reason than In the case of APPLE to tie the comar.do to 

direct support of regular military operations and consequently to subject 

it to strict control of higher headquarters. 

BLUEBERRY was actually in the field and engaged in operations less 

than a month# Owing to this and to the relative scarcity of available 

Information from the field, any account of the unit’s activities must 

of necessity be a brief one. Furthermore, BLffEBERRY 1 s activities present 

no features essentially different fro* those of Its predecessor in the 
1 

field. 

As they had done in APPLE’S case, the 00 authorities arranged, for an 

advance party to drop Into the area and sake contact with forces already 

there. In BLUEBERRY’S case one man dropped in end made contact with SO 

Teas ERMINE which had been there for sows time. Together these people 

made the final arrangements for BL IE BERRY’S reception and sent back the 

2 

latest available information. A radiogram from the field gave an optimistic 
picture of the possibilities for good guerrilla operations* These confirmed, 
in the following terms, the principal points made in earlier intelligence 

3 

reports. 
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1. A copy of thie document will be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming* 

OO.OP.5* - 2nd Goiranando (Combat) - #18, 

The complete plane-load manifests, personnel rosters, financial, 
supply and re -supply packaging (with code-markings), communica- 
tions, and other administrative arrangements for BLUEBERRY will 
also be found in this folder. 


2* Vox to 0260, Weekly Operational Report, 19 July 19U5, and 
Cox to OPSQ, Weekly Operational Report, 26 July 19k5, both in 
065 Archives - Kunming. 

OO. AD l • Operational Report. 


1* Radiogram, Riokerson (SI) to Cox, 20 July 19ii5, in 
0S5 Archives - Kunming* 

00.0P.5* - 2nd Commando ( Combat) - #18. 
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"HAVE MADE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH ALL PRINCIPAL GUERRILLA LEADERS 
IN AREA. ALL AGREE ON FULL COOPERATION. PLENTY FOOD AND SffiLfffi 
AVAILABLE. ... OUR TEAMS NEEDED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE DDE TD HEAVY 
WIP TRAFFIC ON MAIN HIGHWAY AT NIGHT BECAUSE OF RETREAT FROM 
PATCHING AND KWEILING. JAPS ARE DUG IN ALONG PAOCHINO - HINOYAMG 
ROAD. HAVE REACHED SEVERAL LIKELY BASES ONLY SHORT DISTANCE FROM 
MAIN HIGHWAYS, RAILROADS AND COMMUNICATIONS. MIPS VERT VERY SHORT 
OF AMMO, FOOD AMU SUPPLIES.® 

A message sent three days later added the information that the local 
guerrilla commander was "completely loyal, conscientious. Has complete 
support of populace.® However, the sane note of warning regarding Chinese 
military capabilities, already shown to have bean true in the case of 
APPLE'S operations, was added. The local soldiers were described as "good, 
but officers lack training." Above all, the unit "must avoid friction with 
locals.” On July 31 Cox reported that the unit had been dropped success- 
fully. Local guerrillas saved BLUEBERRY from an unpleasant time, for the 

Japanese were in the vicinity, observed the drop, and attempted to destroy 

2 

the coman do. These local units beat off the enerry attacks. 

The commando immediately established contact with the local guerrillas 
and arranged for what proved to be its only major operation of record 

3 

before the end of hostilities. Soon after BLUEBERRY * s arrival on the 

scene there took place a meeting with General Wang (or tfbng) and a 

h 

General Chi an g, the commander of the loth Army Guerrillas. At this 
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1. Radiogram, Rickersoa (SI) to Cox, 23 July 19U5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming . 

0G.0P.5. * 2nd Commando (Coutoat) • #18. 


2. Radiogram, BLUEBIRHT to General Li, 1 August 19U5, in 
OSS Archivos - Kunming. 

QG.0P.5. - 2nd Commando (Cosfcat) - #18. 
and 

Cox to Heppnar, 0G Monthly Report, dated 31 July 19lt5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP. 3. - Monthly Report. Folder #3. 


3. Material for the account and discussion of this operation is 
taken from the following eoureeei 

Radi ogre?, BLUEBERH? to Cox, 6 August 1?15, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP, 5, - 2nd Commando (Combat) - #18. 

Cox to Heppnar, 00 Monthly Report, dated 31 August 19U5, in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OO.OP.l - CHINA (Co *BP) - OPERATIONS, 

Recommendations far the award of the Silver Star Medal to 
one American officer and one American enlisted man for their 
rolea in thla operation. These recommendations were addressed 
by Cox to the Strategic Services Offlcar/Hq/oSS/CT and dated 
21 August 19hS and 25 August 19U5. They will be found in 
OSS Archives • Kunming. 

00. OP. 7. - Citations. Folder #25. 


It. Chiang Is not to be confused with Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek. 

There is eons contradiction concerning his exact title and position. 
The radiogram refars to his troops as tits ”10th Army Guerrillas,* 
while Cox‘e report to Heppnar calls him "General Chiang of the 10th 
Guerrilla Army.* Ha was probably the commander of the 10th Guerrilla 
Amy, since the situation map overlay neither lists nor shows any 
Chinese 10th Amy among the units of Ifce regular Chinese forces in 
the area. This map overlay will be found in 
OSS Archives * Kunming. 

OG.OP.lt* - Folder #26. Miac. 

The point is not, in ary ease, a vital one, since there is no 
question that the troops in question were guerrillas and that 
they were under Chiang* § command. 
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meeting it was decided to attack energy installations In or near the 

village of Tsiyuanshih. The attacking forces, consisting of BLOESERRT 

plus an assortment of Chinese guerrillas belonging to Wang, Chlang, and 

others, outnumbered the Japanese garrison by a ratio of more than two to 

one. The enemy was entrenched behind permanent fortifications which 

2 

included a pillbox system and an outer and inner ring of defenses. 

The attack was an unqualified failure. Although the attackers 
inflicted casualties on the Japanese they themselves suffered 18 men 
killed, 9 wounded, including two Americans, and one Kissing. The fire- 
fight lasted for five hours, after which the besiegers withdrew without 
being pursued by th® defenders. However, not only did the guerrillas 
fail to capture the position, but they either could not or would not 
prevent the Japanese from sallying forth and burning sob.® houses in the 
hills west of the town. At the conclusion of the engagement the attackers’ 
ammunition was about exhausted and they were being menaced by Japanese 
reinforcements . 

Th© chief reason© advanced for the failure were familiar ones. Some 
of the Chines# would not fight. The radiogram stated* 8 10th Army fought 
none, lousy.” Coordination among the attackers was poor. And, insofar 
as BLUEBERRY was concerned, the unit’s Chinese commanding officer exhibited 
the same lack of Initiative and aggressiveness already noted in the case of 
his APPLE colleague, Cox stated the matter thus: M His £!lUEEERRY , s Senior 
American Officer? only criticism was that the Chinese C.O. was not capable 
and had greatly hampered the employment of the Commando during the attack.” 
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1. Cox* s report to Heppnar states that the attack tres on Tsiyuanshih, 
not othend.ee described* The rsdi ogres states that the mission 
was to take and hold Taiyuan. One of the two citations states 
that the "Commando attacked the Japanese garrison near the 
Tillage of TAI T0A8 TZE." The other says that the ■ Commando 
attacked enemy inetallatione near the Tillage of TAI YUAN T2E*« 

All agree that the date of the operation was August S, 191*5. 

Cor‘s report and the citations were in part based on the radio- 
gram. There it no doubt that all refer to the same operation. 

I, See the intelligence reports discussed above, which describe I 

the types of Japanese installations in this area. Taiyuanshih \J 

was evidently one of these. 
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The radioed report from, the scene expressed It this ways "American 0.0. *s 
fought very well, but are extremely displeased with Col. Chiang, the Sino 
O.G. commander. T think he spoils all." It concluded with the statement 
that the chief value of all Chinese lay in * ambushes and small operations." 

As & result of the evident failure of the Chinese the command and control 
of the unit tended, es in the case of APPLE, to fall by default into American 
hands. This is shown by the two citations, both of which state specifically 
that the men cited had led frontal assaults on the Japanese positions and 
emphatically that owing to the bravery of one of them "the American and 
Chinese troops were inspired to follow hire with the result that heavy 
casualties were inflicted on the enemy." 

It is unfortunate that in the cases of both APPLE and BLUEBERRY 
there is no material available to indicate what they accomplished apart 
fro® these fruitless attacks on Japanese nositions. It Is also unfortunate 
to be compelled to judge their accomplishments on the basis of the relatively 
brief time they spent in the field. There seems to be little question, 
however, that the attempt to have the Commandos operate in the manner 
of regular infantry troops was a failure. In each case where the unit 
attempted to attack a fortified position they were repulsed. The fault 
lay not with the men, since testimony shows that they conducted themselves 
very well. That much speaks well for the training which Cox and hi® 
associates had given them. Part of the trouble was owing to the general 
incompetence and lack of aggressiveness on the part of the Chinese officers. 

A greater part was the impossible situation of having the Americans present 
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to advise but forbidden to exercise command of any sort. And by far the 
greatest part of the trouble was that the units were compelled to do some- 
thing tactically for which they were neither designed nor e clipped. The 
almost identical experiences of both APPLE and Blf/EBE-HRY, which operated 
in different areas and under different circumstances, emphasise the inherent 
weaknesses in the general plan for the OGs, weaknesses for which OSS cannot 
be held responsible. 

It. 00 OPERATION "BLACKBERRY," 

JULY - AUGUST, 1915. 

In terms of concrete results achieved, 00 Operation BLACKBERRY was 
the Chinese commandos • most successful endeavor. In terms of numbers it 
was the largest, including as it did the full complement of three commandos. 
In terms of the information which is available concerning its activities, 
it furnishes the awst facts and the most interesting accounts of any of the 
commando operations* And yet it presents no features not evident in the 
accounts of the other two units* This fact is eloquent testimony to the 
existence of certain basic problems and weaknesses in the 00 organisation 
and in the methods which circumstances and higher headquarters forced upon 
it. 

Ouring the early part of July the Chinese Combat Command requested 
the services of three commando units, which were to be attached to CCC*s 
Central Command for operations in the Vest River valley. The units were 
to move eastwards and capture the Tanchuk airfield, then held by the 
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Japanese. They were then to continue to move eastwards and operate ahead 
of the advancing Chinese armies engaged in putting into practice the plans 
of operation CARBONADO. A provisional battalion headquarters waa to be 
attached to Chinese Headquarters and under Chinese orders min tain opera- 
tional control of the three commando units. The force consisted of the 
8th, ?th, and 10th Commandos, known respectively by the code-names APRICOT, 
AVOCADO, and BANANA. The provisional commando battalion headquarters re- 
ceived the code-nas® of BLACKBERRY. The total battalion strength was 60 
Americans, 25 interpreters, and 500 Chinese. On July 16 BLACKBERRY was 
airlifted to Lluchow. The departure from Chengkung airdrome was held 
up for sot® time on account of various avoidable administrative diffi- 
culties# A series of comments on the airlift operations listed the 

2 

following reasons for the serious delays at the airdrome. 

«a. Planes not centrally located 

b. Shortage of 2| tea trucks 

c. Lack of Commando Rosters 

d. Issuing of ammunition and equipment in dark 

e. Each Commando not having assigned area 

f. Commandos carrying too much heavy equipiamt” 

The planning and execution of BLACKBERHf *s departure plan was evidently 
far less well-mans ged than APPLE’S had been. From Liuchow they sailed in 
sampans down the river to Kwai-ping, which they reached on July 23 and 
where they remained for two days* On July 25 they resumed their voyage, 
followed by the 265th Regiment of the 89th Chinese Infantry division# 

This regiment was to be the "striking force" of the attack on Tanchuk 
airfield and was to receive the support in this endeavor of the 266th 
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1* Cox to 0?SQ, Weekly operational report, 19 July 1 9h$ g end 
Cox to 0PS0, Weekly operational report, 26 July 19hB, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming, 

00, AD 1 - Operational Report, 


2. A copy of thie document will be fbuad in 
OSS Archives - Kunming, 

00, OP, 5, Operation BLACKBERRY, Pblder #1, 


1. letter, "Doe* (Major John 1. Hamblet, MC) to "Colonel* (Cox), 
dated 7 Augnet 19uS, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming, 

00,0® ,7, BAHAMA Operation. Folder #9, 

The foregoing statements are borne out by the following 
documents and radiograms, to be found in the folders indicated, 
* Conclusions* on Tanchuk Operation, undated, in 
OSS Arc hires - Kunming. 

06.0P,?. BANANA Operation, Folder #9, 

Radiogram, Cox to APPLE and BHJEBERKT, 9 August 1915, 

Radiogram, Cox to BLACKBERRY (REAR), 13 August l?i*5, in 
OSS Archives * Kunming, 

OO.OP.5. Operation BLACKBERRY, Folder #1, 


2, Cox to Heppner, 00 Monthly Report, 31 July 19L5, in 
OSS Archives • Kunming. 

0G.0P.3 - Monthly Report, Folder #3, 
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J. Cox to Sownor, 08 tenthly teport. 3L *■ 

OSS Archive® - Xuiaing. 

00 .OP. 3 - Monthly Report. Folder #3. 

h . a* to General/Ohinow Co*.t ft— 4. » *■*“* 1,US * 

Soit lT JSl-S , t2it Oonanard, #1*. 

Oo to Keppnor, 08 tenthly teport, 31 tep»t »>•*» 10 

r^rs®^) - 

8.. Mb for »p. »« ***»« to .tt. .. ■mmmm to tht. 
fl tudy of 00 Operation BUcKBBRST. 

5 . Cox to Commanding 0en.«l/MMrr. Co«|md «d to Coom»dlof 
Conor al/ChinoM CooMndo., 6 tegust 19hS, In 

SftS’XiSfffc-*. ut I—* ftM **• 

#13. 

6. Cox to Happner, 00 Monthly Report, 31 Angnot 19h$, in 

OSS Archive® - Kuwdng. 

0G.0P.1. - CHINA (Co ”B«) - OPERATIONS. 
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Regiment, The river voyage from Liuchow to the Tanchuk area was a "cor- 
fort able 1 * 1 one, at least by Chinese standards, and was undisturbed by ary 
Japanese activity. Owing to the usual Chinese (Ml ays the 265th did not 
join the 00s in the Tanchuk area until July 29. the reason for this was 
»the refusal of the regimental, co mender to commit his wen until the divi- 
sion arrived. This despite orders from Marshal Tang at The 

Japanese strength at the airfield was fro® two to three hundred men, 
"supported by It artillery pieces, 2 anti-aircraft guns, and undetermined 
quantities of LMCs and mortars • Large stores of supplies had been brought 
in several months ago."® 

On August 6 it was reported that numerous coBsaando attacks on the 
airfield had failed, owing to the lack of support fro* the Chinese regiment. 
The DCs had captured their objectives, but, in the face of fierce Japanese 
resistance had had to relinquish them.* 4 During the course of the following 
night, however, the Japanese withdrew froa the airfield in an easterly 
direction. The Chinese regiment thereupon "moved into Tanchuk against 
light opposition,* - ' 

Cox described the failure of the attespt and the casualties suffered 
by BLACKBERRY in the following words! 

« The 265th Regiment did not move, and except for sporadic fire, 
they did not contribute any effort to the encounter, notwith- 
standing the fact that the regimental Oonaander had been in on 
the planning of the attack. The failure of the 265th Regiment 
to be committed, allowed the Japs to turn all their attention 
to the Commandos and a five hour pitched battle took place, 
daring which the Commandos were subjected to deadly and accurate 
snort ar fire, and much sniping. When this ammunition gave out, 
the Commandos ware forced to withdraw to safer ground. They 
had suffered casualties to the number of 22 killed, 31 wounded, 
and one interpreting officer killed. 3y some miracle, no 
American casualties were sustained, even though they had been 
in the thick of the fighting, During the night of 3 August, 
the Japs withdrew fro* TANCHOk and the 265th Regiment moved 
into the town and the airfield. 8 
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Fol lowing this action BLACKBERRY remained at Tanehuk until the end of the 

war. 

In its main outlines BLACKBERRY* a mission, as defined by the Opera- 
tion Plan, conforms to the pattern already observed in the cases of 
h?n& and BLUEBERRY. The chief difference is that the tactical employment 
of the units in direct support of regular military operations is much 
more important than the guerrilla activities. The Operation Plan, dated 
July 15, 19 |j 5 , spelled out BLACKBERRY* s mission in considerable detail and 

attempted to resolve the problem of eho was to exercise conrand. The 

1 

mission was as fellows i 

” First Battalion Chinese Commandos (Provisional), consisting 
of provisional Battalion Headquarters, Eighth, Mlnth and 
Tenth Commandos, will move via air transportation, on 10-19 
July 1915, to LIUCHCW and will there be placed under 
the Commanding Oeneral, 89th Chinese Division, for the purpose 
of carrying out such missions as may be within their capabil- 
ities. These missions may include} 

a. Reconnaissance of the area of operation in advance of the 
“ Division. 

b. Attack and destruction of such enemy garrisons and instal- 
lations, along the route of advance, as may be within the 
capabilities of the Commandos, a# determined by their 
Leaders and as directed by the Division Commander. 

o. Attack and seisure of such key tows or features, along the 
~ route of advance, as may be within the capabilities of the 
Commandos, as determined by their Leaders and as ordered by 
the Division Commander. Holding of such points until re- 
lieved by elements of the Division or as directed by the 
Division Commander. 

d. During coordinated attack of an enemy position by elements 
” of the Division, to establish such road blocks as may be 
directed by the Division Commander for the purpose of 
preventing withdrawal of enemy forces or their reenforce- 
ment. 
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Operational Groups t BLACKBERHI , APO 627 * Operation Plan, 

15 July 19U5. A copy of this plan util be found in 
OSS Arehiues • Canning* 

00. OP. 5. Opa ration BtA CPBBR T. Folder #1, 

Tha complete personnel rosters, financial, supply end re -supply 
packaging (with eoda-fflaricings), commissi catlone, and other a(Mn- 
Istratire arrangenents for BLACKBSRHT sill also be found in this 
folder* 


1* Operational Groups* BLACKBERHT , APO 627. Operation Plan* 
15 July 19U5, in 
OSS Archives - tuasAng* , 

00.0P.5* Operation BLACKBRRRI. Folder #1* 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

SECRET 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

- 110 - 

e. Disruption of anew? lines of communication In the WEST 
“ RIVER apes, along the route of advance of the Division, 

at such times and places as may be directed by the Division 
Commander* 

f. Seiaure of enemy transportation equipment, land or water, 

“ which would assist the advance of the Division. 

$ , Particular attention will be paid to the intelligence derived 
“ from the .conduct of these operations. A high priority will be 
assigned to the transmission or forwarding of enemy information 
to this headquarters.* 

Additional material bearing on BLACKBERRY’S mission was included in another 

1 

part of the Operation Plant 

«3. MOVEMENT TO AREA OF OPERATION 

f. Subject to orders, to be issued by representatives of 
“ Commanding General 89th Chinese Division, at LIUCHDW, 

units will be held in readiness to move out along 
route of advance within first twenty-four hour period 
after arrival. 

g. Decision as to employment of subordinate elements of 
the Battalion or individual Commandos will rest with 
the Battalion Commander or Commando Leaders concerned 
as the situation requires. 

h. It is expected that the Battalion will be met at LIUCH0W 
~ by representatives of Commanding General 89th Chinese 

Division, who will be able to provide information as to 
ration procurement, availability of coolie labor, 
acceptable currency, etc.* 

This 00 mission most clearly called for guerrilla units to operate 


in direct support of regular military operations and under the close 
control of Division commanders. Excluding the missions concerning the 
collection of intelligence information, it is at once evident that none 
of BLUEBERRY • a authorised activities Include true guerrilla operations. 

For one thing, the unit’s area of operations was closely confined in every 
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case to that lying athwart the Division's route of advance. In other 
words, BLACKBERRY was to provide the closest of tactical support to 
the Chines® 89th Division. There was no provision for the type of 
harassing activities contemplated by Donovan and his associates. In 
addition, all parts of the missions envisage regular infantry assaults 
upon, and defense of, prepared positions, rather than the hit-and-run 
type of guerrilla attack, harassment, and destruction, BLACKBERRY was 
to attack and destroy enemy garrisons} to attack, seise, and hold towns 
and "features’*; to establish road blocks and defend them against advancing 
or withdrawing regular enemy units} and to seise and hold enemy transporta- 
tion equipment and disrupt enemy lines of communication. Thus was set 
forth in concrete terms the meaning of "direct tactical support of the 
advancing armies," which was quite a different responsibility from that 
which both Cox and Donovan had contemplated for the GGs, 

It had been directed from the beginning in China that control over the 
OGs was to rest with the Theater Commander, who might delegate it to sub- 
ordinate commanders. In this case the commander of the 89th Chines® 
Infantry Division had complete control of the unit, although he was com- 
pelled, by the terra of this Operation Plan, to consult BLACKBERRY*® 
Commando Leader. The directive stated that BLACKBERRY was to "be placed 
under the Commanding General , 89th Chinese Division, for the purpose of 
carrying out such missions as may be within their capabilities.** The 
existence of this "capabilities** clause gives rise to an interesting oues- 
tionj who was to determine the capabilities? In two of the paragraphs 
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which define the missions in detail the following answers were provided! 

«b. Attack and destruction of such eneny garrisons and instal- 
“ lattons, along the route of advance, as may be within th© 
capabilities of the Commandos, as determined by their 
Leaders « nd as directed by the Division Commander# 

c. Attack and aeiaure of such key towns or features, along the 
route of advance, as may be within the capabilities of the 
Commandos, as determined by their Leaders and as ordered by 
the Division Commander.* 

In the remaining paragraphs it was simply stated either that th© Commandos 
were to do a particular Job or that they were to do a particular Job when 
ordered by the Division commander# 

The directive therefore provides on legal grounds in these two cases 
some possibility of the Commando Leader* s being able to influence the 
conduct of the operation# of his unit# He was to determine capabilities. 
On practical grounds, however, this possibility seems rather remote. 
BLACKBEHHt was, after all, specifically placed under the eosssand of the 
Cojssanding General of the 89th Division, It is possible that th® Coman do 
Leader might, through the use of unusual powers of persuasion, be able to 
cause the Division Commander to modify & mission on the grounds that its 
accomplishment was not within the Commando's capabilities# But if the 
Division Commander nevertheless persisted in his decision there was, on 
practical grounds, no option for the Commando Leader but to obey. In sum, 
despit# the existence of such qualifying clauses as these, there can be 
no doubt that the Commando was completely at the disposal of the Division 
Commander. Command must rest with someone in a military organisation. In 
this case it rested completely with the Division Commander, Tbs point to 
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be borne in mind is that there was & vast difference in this case between 
what was ’’legally” possible and what was "practically” possible* 

It is therefore clear that in terras of mission and function the 
BLACKBERRY operation bore no resemblance other than the most superficial 
one to a guerrilla operation of the type originally contemplated, BLACK- 
BERRY was to act almost exclusively as an advance infantry assault unit. 

Some idea can be gained of conditions in the operational area by 
reference to several intelligence reports drafted during the period from 
BLACKBERRY’S departure from Liuchow and the action at Tanehuk. 1 These 
reports came to 00 headquarters frost AVOCADO ’ s and BANANA * a intelli- 
gence teams in the field.® 

A venture into the West River valley area was an expedition into Mo- 
Man’ s-Land, AVOCADO* e team encountered no enemy units, since they were 
either in the process of withdrawing eastwards or southwards or else were 
installed in fortified village and hill positions. At Shilling, on July 23, 
for instance, the tern heard automatic rifle fire, which upon investiga- 
tion turned out to be the result of the struggle between two rival political 
factions for possession of the town. One of these factions was "opposed 
to Central Government.* No Japanese were involved. On the following day 
the team interviewed a local boatman, who info rated them that there had 
been no Japanese in the area since the middle of Jane, but that elements 
of regular Chinese units had passed through. Prom the same source they 
heard a report that Japanese strength at Tanchuk was in the neighborhood 
of 300. At Kweiping they interviewed the commander of the local defense 
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1, The intelligence available to BX.ACKBERH? before it* departure 
from Kunming did not differ materially from that supplied t© 
APPLE. See, therefore, the appropriate part of the section 
{Unrated to the activities of APPIiS, 

These pre-departure Intelligence reports for BLACKBERRY will 
be found in 

OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00 ,0P. 5* - Operation BLACKBERRY. Polder #1. 
and in 

OSS Archives - Kenning. 

OG.0P.6, • BLACKBERRY, etc. Polder #1. 


2. See the following reports* 

Report from AVOCADO intelligence teas, dated 26 July 19h$, end 
covering the period 23 - 2? July X9h$t 

Report from AVOCADO intelligence team, dated 8 August 19&», and 
covering the period 25? July - U August 19b$$ 

Report fro* BAHAMA, dated 7 July 191*5 /aio. 7 August is intended/, 
and covering the period 26 July - 5 August 191*5. 

Copies of these reports will all be found in 
OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OO. OP. 7, BAHAMA Operation. Ibldar #9. 
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sitlitia. He informed them that the enesy had left Kw&piag during the 
third week in June and that Japanese strength at Tanchuk was in the neigh- 
borhood of ?i00, supported by mortars and light and heavy machine guns. The 
Tanchuk Japanese were said to be in a radio and steamboat communications !t 
with their fellows down-river at Wuchow. At Ping-nam the team found some 
* Chinese Special Troops,” who turned out to be U.S, Nav -trained guerrillas. 
From these and other sources information was gathered to indicate that the 
enepy was preparing to evacuate Tanchuk, since on July 25 "at 0130 hours 
more than eight (8) large boats left TAUCfTOE - filled with equipment and 
Jap soldiers. More boats are being prepared to wove at the wharf in 
TASCHHK,” By July 27 the group had moved to the Tanchuk neighborhood, 
where "the special Troop commander of this area was greatly pleased at 
v y visiting hia front lines and staged an attack on the village of M8HLTW0 
for my benefit.” The attack was, ominous portent, repulsed. However, 
the enemy evacuated Mehling shortly thereafter. Tanchuk itself was found 
to be under attack and harassment by an undetermined number of local 
guerrillas. The nurpose of these citations has been to show that the pre- 
operational intelligence reports were substantially correct in their view 
of the situations the Japanese clinging to fortified positions and their 
lines of communication} the open countryside under the control of whatever 
local power had been able to impose its will on the inhabitants; and the 
fact that these local powers roi^vt or might not be particularly loyal to 
the central Chinese government. Such wa® the situation into which were 
thrust the Chinese commandos . 
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T'he Tanehuk airfield operation was the only one in which BLACKBERRY 

participated before the end of the war. It is possible to analyse it 

rather fully, since three accounts and several field sketch saps have 

been preserved. These include one report written by an officer in battalion 

headquarters, which is useful for gaining a general picture of the operation, 

two reports written by an American officer with the 8th Commando (AP3IC0T), 

and one written by the S«riar Awe r icon Officer of the 10th Commando (3ARAHA) • 

These are particularly valuable, because their authors all participated in 

1 i 

the action* 

According to the battalion report, the Chinese 265th Regiment, which 
was to mates the main assault on Tanehuk, left Liuchow tw> days after 
BlACKBEBWT'e depart lire from the city. By the tins Fing-nam was reached, 
however, the commando was five days ahead of the regiment, "despite orders 
from CCC and Marshal Tang of the 13th Army to the Col. /of the ?65%7 
directing him not to delay anywhere enronte." After father delay, again 
attributed to the sloth of the Chinese commander of the 265th, both 

units assembled in the Tanehuk neighborhood. 

2 

The Tanehuk position was as follows. The air strip was located about 
2000 yards north of the West River, while Tanehuk village was on the river 
bank. About 500 yards east of the airfield was the village of To-ehung, 
which served as a Japanese headquarters. To -chung nestled at the foot of 
a ridge which ran generally in a north-south direction and which had several 
high peaks. The village of Mel-Lin lay at the foot of the ridge about 1300 
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1, Report by APRICOT on Tanchuk Operation, dated 7 August 19li5j 
Report by APRICOT on Tanchuk Operation, dated 8 August 19ii£j 
Report by BAHAMA on Tanchuk Operation, no date, signed by Captain 
George Qundensan, Jr., Senior American Officer! 

Report by BLACKBFRRY on Tanchuk Operation, 10 August 19l*5. 

These will all be found in 
OSS Archives - Sunning. 

OG.GP.7. BAHAMA Operation. Folder #9. 

Xt util be recalled that B BLACKBERRY 3 was the code-naas given 
to the operation as a whole and that it also was the code-n«ne 
given to the battalion headquarters. The battalion consisted 
of the 8th, 9th, and 10th Commandos, whose code-names were, 
respectively* APRICOT, AVOCADO, BARAKA. 

See the sane folder for a complete list o f Ame rican officers 
and enlisted wen engaged in Operation BLACKBERRY. 

Since the radiograms from the field do not present any features 
different fro* the written accounts of BLACIBERHf *e part in 
the Tanchuk operation, they win not be included here. See the 
following folders, however, for copies of then* 

OSS Archives - Xunming. 

00. OP. 5. • Operation BLACKBERRY. Pblder #1. 
and 

OSS Archives * Sunning. 

Reg. OP .3. Projects i BOSTON, Operational Reports it Cables* 

Hi 9b. 


2. See Tab “I,#.,* Item I. for the sketch situation map on which 
this passags is based. A copy of this map will be found in 
OSS m Euudnuis 

CO. OP. 7. BAHAMA Operation. Folder #9. 
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yards north of To-chung. At the southern end (and hi#vest point ) of this 
ridge were located one set of Japanese defensive positions, facing north 
and east. This ridge was known as Hill #$. About 3000 yards east of the 
energy works on Hill #5 was another and more precipitous ridge, which also 
had several peaks. The highest of these was approximately in the center 
of the ridge and contained another and more formidable set of enemy positions. 
The enemy defenses were arranged so as to provide a field of fire in any 
direction. This ridge also ran generally in a north - south direction 
and was known as Hill ih. BLACKBERRY Battalion headquarters were located 
on the extreme northerly (dope of Hill #1* during the action. About 3500 
yards to the north of Hill $8t, and not connected with it, were Bills #2 and 
#3, Which APRICOT occupied from July 28 to July 30 and from July 31 to 
August 2, respectively. These Japanese positional were strong, owing partly 
to the rough terrain, partly to the fortifications themselves, which included 
pill boxes, machine gun and. mortar emplacements, and communication trenches, 
and partly to the support which the enemy was able to give with his &lnm 
mortars and other light artillery pieces. Some of these were located in 
To-chung and others on the hills themselves. Capture and retention of both 
Hills #h and §$ was essential to capture and control of the airfield. 

After the arrival of the 26$ th and BLACKBERRY in the Tanchuk area the 
Senior American Officer of the commando battalion suggested that the 265th 
do the actual attacking and capturing of the airfield and that the commandos 
“be placed downstream in an ambush on any escaping Japs," The Chinese 
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col onel refused to agree to this plan, which, incidentally, was far nore 

in accord with the true and original concept of what the conrcandos ware 

supposed to do than what was actually done. Since, however, the Chinese 

colonel of the 260th would have nothing to do with BLACfSESRT's plan, the 

Americans could do nothing fiirther. This was the result of Theater 

directives concerning Chinese - American relatione in combat unite, Accord- 

1 

ingly, the following plan was adopted, 

“Shortly after midhight and continuing sporadically until our 
/T.e., BIA0CBEHHI , 8, This and the succeeding quotation are 
taken from the report by the battalion officer/ main attack 
was launched, the regiment was to create a small divers ionaiy 
attack on the southwest end of the airstrip near the village of 
Tanchuk. At 6tOO PM the 9th Commando was to open its attack 
on a high hill which had a strongly entrenched pill-box with 
other gun emplacements. At the same time a barrage of 6Cw» 
and 81am mortar fire was to be laid dowi on two smaller Mile 
which overlooked and surrounded the small village containing 
the Jap CP and their ?0ara gun positions and an 91mm mortar 
position, 'When that fire was lifted, the 10th Commando, which 
meanwhile was to have crept up to the base of the two small 
hills, was to attack the hill and fire a yellow flare. Indicating 
to the regiment that the line was taken by us and they would 
send a battalion to take the small town containing the Jap CP. 

The airport would then have been sure. This plan was accepted 
and agreed upon by the 00 of the 265th and us. 

Meanwhile, the 9th Commando less 2 sections, held back as reserve 
fbr the main detail, was to be on the river for an ambush against 
any Japs escaping in boats.* 

The dispatch of the 9th Commando (AVOCADO) for ambush preparations on the 


river shows that at least part of the American officer* * plan was adopted. 

On the other band, APRICOT and BAHAMA were given the uncongenial task of 

reducing Hills #1* and #5 respectively, while the 265th was to create diversion 
and to secure the airstrip once the vital hill positions had been captured. 
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1, The statement *6i00 PH* ia in error and should reed *6:00 AH,” 
meaning the morning of August 3, 

The Bliwi mortars mentioned in the text ee supporting the com- 
mandos were not pert of their table of equipment f but belonged 
to tiie Chinese, The only mortars which the commandos used were 
the 60irm ones . 
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This scheme went awry, however, in that the Chinese gave no support 
and that the Americana in on® case were unable to capture their objective 
and in the other to hold it. Furthermore, the 9th Com&ndo became involved 
in an unfortunate incident on the river. In one sense the operation did 
succeed, however, since the Ghinese and Americans did ultimately get control 
of the airport and village. The Japanese voluntarily evacuated Tanchuk during 
the night of August 3 - iw The brief account of these events follows i 

"The attack of the 8th and 10th Commandos went off as planned 
and the 10th Commando fired the yellow flare and kept the line 
waiting for the Bn of the regiment to follow through on its 
part of the agreed plan and take the tom. So activity was 
noticed at all on the part of the regiment save a few shots at 
the far other end of the field. Instead of a battalion to take 
the town only a small party was sent and they were repulsed by 
the Japs, After holding the two small hills for about 6 hours 
under murderous mortar fire, ?0mra fire, 5? fire and snipers fire 
and never receiving the expected and promised help from the 
regiment, they were forced to withdraw because of high casualties 
and a complete expending of all their amunition. The 8th Commando 
ran into much heavier opposition than was expected and about I* 
o'clock in the afternoon were given order to withdraw, for the asm 
reasons as the 10th. 

The 9th Commando at about 6:00 AM sighted 6 sampans floating down 
the river toward their ambush, When the boats were within range 
of the ambush the Chinese 00 gave orders to open lire on the boats. 
When the ambush was over, it was discovered that the boats con- 
tained Chinese civilians who had been carrying salt for the Japs 
at Tanchuk and other Jap points down the river. First eld was 
given the wounded by the Americans, 

At about Hi 20 the American €0 requested permission ... to with- 
draw the Commando bade to the base. 


That night Jap sniper fire kept up on our positions on the high 
ground and then about midnight stopped. The next morning w® 
observed Chinese at the regiment walking all over the hills m 
had fought on and taken the day previous. The remnants of the 
Japs had withdrawn during the right after the attack in vary 
much of a hurry via the river and overland south of the West 
River." 
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The two /PHI COT reports give a wore detailed account of the assaults 
in which that unit was engaged. The August 7 report speaks of the assault 
on Hill #!* as "the high point of Apricot’s part in the operation.* 1 This 
was divided roughly into four phases, all on August 3 , 19k$t from 0300 
to 0700, the approach) from 0700 to 0800, the assault attempt j from 0000 
to 1500, the "attempt to reduce enemy emplacements with mortar and bazooka 
fire” | from 1500 to 1530, the withdrawal. The August 8 report goes into 
more detail. APRICOT’* first objective was a ridge (line IF) on the approaches 

i 

to the Japanese positions on Hill 0h. This ridge was to be reached by dawn. 
"From that point the attack on enemy positions at Z was to be launched with 
support- from Slmm mortar on Hill 3 and from our own mortars and light machine 
guns.” Coincident with this assault, M a diversionary attack against posi- 
tion Z was to be launched from the south slope at dawn.” The First Branch 
(Rifle) "provided security at eastern base of Hill h and provided squad 
for the diversionary attack." Brandies Two, Three (both Rifle), Four 
(Mortar), and Five (TMG) made up the force allotted to the main attack. 

Four and Five were to support Two and Three. Branch Six (Demolitions) 

"was broken up into aaaco bearing details." Coolies were to help with ammuni- 
tion bearing and general resupply. Owing to "lack of intelligence as to 
terrain and energy positions," no specific plans had been made beyond the 
decision to attack position I from line EF. 

The approach to the jump-off point (EF) for the assault on the peak 
of Hill #li (position Z) was delayed by overcast weather and confusing 
terrain. From this point the weaknesses in the command structure and in 
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1, See Tab "E.f,,* Item II . This is the sketch map of Hill ih 
on ehieh this account is based* The letters (vis*, line EF, 
etc*) all refer to this sketch map* j% m 111 shows in sore 
detail the Japanese positions on Hill efi. T 


120 

1* The point 0 in blue is meat here* 

The point 0 in red refers to the second Japanese counter-attack. 


2* The attempt vac certainly made to recognise this main's efforts, 
since he was recommended for a battlefield commission* this 
mis denied hist by higher headquarters. 
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the definition of what must be the relationship between Americans and 
Chinese dominated the proceedings. Once position Ef had been reached, 
there was a delay occasioned by the Chinese reluctance to proceed. At 
about 06.30 the diversionary attack wee launched from the point 0. The 
squad came under Japanese fire when about 100 yards from position 7. 
thereupon ensued a remarkable incident. The American non-commissioned 
officer assigned to that squad **wss unable to get the Chinese sqd. Idr, 
to move forward and attempted to lead an assault on his own. But the squad 
did not follow him.** This American thereupon made an individual rush at 
the Japanese position Z and cam© within 25 yards of it. Although this 
diversionary attack accomplished little, it did have the result of drawing 
Japanese fire (which it was intended to do). At this point the main attack 
might have seized the Japanese position on the summit. The author of the 
report indulged in a masterpiece of understatement when he said, speaking 
of the one-man diversionary attack, that the American*© “efforts are 
worthy of recognition*' 1 2 

While these events were taking place. Branches Two and Three were 
having their difficulties. When the diversion ary attack opened the 
commando mortars and machine guns opened fire on position Z and “wasted 
most of their ammo firing blindly in the direction of Z before the Ameri- 
cana could get them on the proper target." This was not easy, because 
"during this period the crest of the hill was covered by a cloud bank and 
observation was poor.” The two branches maneuvered back and forth for 


Approved For Release 2002/07/30 l 


: -001 21 A0001 001 90001 -3 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

- 121 - 

sotne time between positions SF, CT>, and AH, soma of the movements being 
made without the knowledge of the Americana. Meanwhile the cloud bank 
lifted. The energy "with its excellent fields of fire pinned both the 
Pd and Id branches to the ground. 1 ’ Soon thereafter the Japanese made a 
counter-attack at point H, which failed to dislodge the commandos, but 
which inflicted casualties on them. Japanese snipers also took their 
toll and succeeded in disrupting the accuracy of the commandos* mortar 
and baaook® fire. This stalemate endured until mid-afternoon, at which 
time, owing to a second Japanese counter-attack tills time against point 
0, and to the withdrawal of BANANA from its positions on Hill #5, • with- 
drawal was ordered. The enemy was left in possession of his position Z. 

The 10th Commando (BANANA) received the mission of taking Hill #5, 

1 

in order to support the 265th Regiment * s assault on To-chung. In pursuit 
of this goal BANANA attacked the hill and had captured it by 06.10, driving 
off In the process an estimated squad of Japanese soldiers. The remainder 
of the time up to 1100 was spent in exchanging fire with the enemy. The 
latter returned BANANA * a fire 8 and proceeded to lay an 81 mm barrage on 
our positions which was very effective and produced casualties.” At 
1100 the Chinese unit (of the 265th), after neither giving nor receiving 
much fire, began to withdrew. This withdrawal put BAHAMA in a ssoat uncom- 
fortable position, since *both sniping & artillery fire was being directed 
at our rear and left £Ls»k." A good deal of this hostile fire was coming 
from the enercy positions on Hill #li, which APRICOT had been unable to 
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1, S#e Tab Item 17, for a sketch map showing the area In 

general and the movements of the 10th Commando (BANANA) in 
particular* Vote that on this msp that Hill is mistakenly 
labeled “Hill #6" and that Hill #2 (or #3) i» mistakenly 
labeled *Hill #lu* See Items I - III for the correct version. 
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eliminata. By noon the Chinese supporting unit had retreated to Mei-lln, 
which action completely exposed BAMANA 1 s right flank and permitted w tbe 
enemy to concentrate his entire volume of fire on our positions.” With- 
drawal was finally authorized and, after a •‘Banzai® attack by twenty-five 
Japanese had been repulsed with heavy casualties to the attackers, was 
successfully completed by mid-afternoon. 

As has been already stated, the Japanese voluntarily withdrew from 
Tanchuk during the night, leaving both village and airfield in possession 
of the 265th and BLACCSERRY. In the sense of results achieved, the opera- 
tion was thus a success* However, the enemy had repulsed the Allied effort 
to dislodge him by force. From the point of view of a successful tactical 
attack operation, therefore, the operation was a failure. This remains true, 
even assuming that the Japanese withdrew because they feared that heavier 
attacks would follow* This is only as assumption, however, since there is 
no evidence available to prove it and since the general Japanese policy 
beginning early in 19kS had been to withdraw their forces gradually but 
steadily towards Canton, 

The Japanese held their position on Hill #1* with a small force estimated 
at between fifteen and thirty men. They held Hill 05 with an estimated 
squad. The remainder of the total estimated available Japanese strength 
of three hundred at Tanchuk was in Tanchuk village, To-chung village, 
and on the airfield. The APRICOT force allotted to the main attack on 
Hill #h comprised Branches Two and Three, with a total strength of 68, 
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supported by Branches Pour and Five, with a total strength of hi. Thus, 
if the four branches are lumped together, the attackers outnumbered the 
defenders by between three and one-half and a bit more than seven to one, 
depending upon the number of Japanese actually on the hill. If only the 
main assault force (Branches Two and Three) are considered, the ratio in 
favor of the attackers was between a little more than two and a little less 
than five to one. The First Branch, which had the responsi bill ty for mount- 
ing the diversionary attack, had at least a strength equal to that of the 
defenders and at most an advantage of more than two to one. The ratio of 
attackers to defenders on Hill #5 was equally favorable to the attackers. 

The total strength of BLACKEERRT^ ms 500 Chinese, 60 Americans, and t% 
Interpreters. And yet the operation failed. Despite the enery advantage 
of holding heights behind fbr till cations it is difficult not to agree with 
the statement of APRICOT *s reporter in his August 8 report that "a bayonet 
and grenade assault by the 2d Branch under covering fire of the other branches 
would have carried the hill with possibly medium casualties." 

Various valid reasons were advanced for the failure. BAHAMA biased 
the supporting unit of the 265th Regiment, which withdrew and left the 
commando exposed to unrestricted enesy fire, and the rest of the Regiment, 
which failed completely to perform its part in the operation. Both APRICOT 
and BAHAMA attributed the failure to the conduct of the Chinese officers 
in command of their units and to the weaknesses In BLACKBERRY battalion 
headquarters. APRICOT’S reporter recommended in his August 8 report that 
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1* Sea Tab for the Coraraandos* Table of Organisation* The 
actual strength varied little from the T/0 strength* The 
figures given in the tart include Chinese, Americans, and 
Interpreters* 


2* This figure includes AVOCADO, which did not take part in the 
main attack* In addition, of eourse, there was the Chinese 
265th Regiment, 
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the Chinese coriander be replaced and castigated him in these terms* 

"The conduct of the Chines# 0.G e during the fight was dis- 
graceful. At no time would he move out of his covered 
position to coordinate and direct the maneuvers of the two 
rifle branches. He never personally observed the forward 
position of his troops or made any move forward to do so. 

In my opinion he was dased with fright and must be replaced.” 

Elsewhere in the same document the reporting officer stated that there 

were four reasons for the failure, all of which he laid "at the feet of 

the Chinese C.O." i *1. Poor supporting fires; 2. Lack of coordination; 

3, Poor resupply; lx. Inertia of the commanding officer. 8 Ml'* 

Senior American Officer was favorably disposed towards the Chinese officers 

in his unit, with the exception of the commander. Concerning the battalion 

commander and other officers he reported* 

"It is the opinion of this Officer that throughout the recent 
action, the Bn command was extremely weak and lacked aggres- 
siveness. Too much indecision was evident where a quickly 
calculated decision at the propitious time would have had 
more desirable effects and would have most certainly assured 
the annihilation of the Japanese fbrces," 

and 

"The failure of Chinese Officers to recognise imminent situa- 
tions loses valuable tine. Many occasions In the past few 
weeks have proven the Chinese Officers unwilling to cooperate 
to the point of uncalled for obstinacy." 

There is no question but that the Theater Directives concerning the question 


of command and the relationship between Americana and Chinese personnel 


had created s situation wherein the conduct, of the Chinese officers was 


of paramount importance. There is a remarkable consistency in the comments 
on this subject of those Americans who served with APPLE, BLUEBERRY, and 
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BLACKBERRY. They all called attention to the unsatisfactory performance 

of the Chinese coman do officers. Under such circumstances the burden of 

command fell by default upon the shoulders of the Americans assigned to the 

commandos. Study of the reports of the Tanchuk action reveals that in most 

cases the orders to advance, deploy, or retreat were given by the Americans. 

This is particularly true in the case of APRICOT * s diversionary attack. 

Support for these statements is to be found in the citations for distinguished 

performance by the Americans* The recommendations invariably emphasised 

that the officers and men in question led their units, directed fire* and 

1 

generally took the initiative In action. 

A third major reason for the failure of the operation was the generally 
good use which the Japanese made of their resources. BANANA'S Senior 
American Officer did not speak of thew.^ In both of hi a reports APRICOT* s 
reporting officer spoke of Japanese taeties and how they affected the 
OGs* In his August ? report he states that the Japanese fortifications 
were disappointingly fragile, but praises the enemy' s tactics) 

’’They pinned Apricot down with automatic weapons or sniper 
fire from crest of hill. They infiltrated snipers around 
Apricot** left flank, clear down to lower reaches of mountain, 
and succeeded in pinning down let Branch minus one squad at 
bade of hill. At same time snipers held 2d and 3d branches 
static in their positions, precluding maneuver. Two counter- 
attacks . . . led by Kastbu lights making lots of noise also 
immobilised our force. Action of the Jap snipers, operating 
individually was superior. The Jap snipers operating over the 
mountain to our left and in the rear was extremely deceptive 
and effective. We should have sent our counter snipers - also 
operating as individuals. This would have allowed us to 
maneuver. 


His light counter attacks around Apricot's left flank were noisy. 
Again their tactics were good, as it kept Apricot worried." 
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1, See the following fbldere for theae citations! 

OSS Archive* - Kunming. 

001*01*#?* BANANA Operation, Folder #9. 

OSS Archive* - Kunming, 

GG.OP.?* - Citation*. Folder #25* 

OSS Archive* - Kunming, 

GO.OP.li* • Promotion* *nd Citations* Folder fZ5>* 

2, it should be remembered that BANANA gained it* objective with 
little difficulty. 


1. "Conclusion*" on the Tanchuk operation* undated* in 
OSS Archive* * Kunming* 

OO.OP. 7, BANANA Operation, Polder #9, 
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la hie August 8 report he eaysi 

"Five snipers { estimate) infiltrating behind Apricot forced 
two branches into bold below EF and discouraged maneuver* Also 
harried 1st Branch at base of hill pinning it down* 

The Jap use of individual snipers using their o m initiative 
•was clever. 

The Jap proved resourceful as an individual and as a unit.” 
Clearly, Japanese skill combined with the inertia of APRICOT’S Chinese 
officers played m important part in the failure ts take Hill #L. 

Finally, it is necessary to consider the conduct and quality of the 
Chinese soldier. It has already been noted in the cases of APPLE and 
BLUEBERRY that there is little information on this subject beyond general 
statements that the soldiers conducted themselves well or that they fought 
well. In 'PLAGKBERRY’s case likewise most attention was directed towards 
the Chinese officers. However, the reports on the Tanchuk operation do 
provide a few clues and permit the drawing of the not too surprising con- 
clusion that the Chinese soldiers for the most part behaved in direct 
ratio to the way in which their Chinese officers behaved. 

One report makes the usual statement that "high praise must be 

given to the Individual Chinese soldier who fought gallant /sic7 and 
1 

well," While this may be true in general it is certainly not true in 
all cases, since the comments of APRICOT’S and Mil ANA’S reporting officers 
differ radically and agree only in their unfavorable co resents about battalion 
headquarters (which contained very few Chinese soldiers) . APRICOT’ a August 
8 report, in speaking of the approach movement to Hill seyss 
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„„ non caching initial objective 2d Branch thought that they 
had reached the crest and that the positions 

Immediately the Chinese began to rejoice and it took some time ^ 
L convince them that the Jap positions were beyond this point. 


The diversionary attack on Hill #li was carried out single-handedly by an 
American because the squad refused to follow Mm. At the sa^ time -the 
mortars and machine guns went into position and opened fire. They wasted 
most of their arrmo firing blindly in the direction of t before the Ameri- 
cans could get them on the proper target." The bazooka and mortar fire 
from APRICOT during the stalemate around Hill #U before the unit's with- 
drawal was "very inaccurate due to accurate sniping from the Jap positions. 


The pill box was still in good condition at 1200.* 

On the other hand, BARAKA apparently condo: ted itself In an exemplary 

manner, for their American officer commented as follows t 

"The 10th Commando had true aggressive assault spirit. They 
deployed well and held excellent fire discipline throughout 
the .Sir. action, * cool, wall nl«d d.llb .r.t. f ir, accounts 
for many Japanese casualties. Excellent sarksmsnsnip was dis- 
played by the BAR crews and IMG crews. The preparatory mortar 
fire was excellent. Prior to the launching of the ** 

was delivered at a range of 1$00 yards aid needed very little 
adjustment. The American Senior Officer *W™*«* S "* n £"£2 
admiration fbr the Chinese personnel of the 10th Commando and 

the Chinese officers." 

The evidence has mde it clear that SAHARA'S performance was in 


general superior to that of APRICOT . Mot only did it take and hold its 
objective until forced off by a combination of withering Japanese fire 
and the failure of APRICOT and the Chinese supporting unit from the ?65th 


Regiment, but also the comments of its Senior American Officer are far 
more favorable than are those of APRICOT’S reporting officer. There was 
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thus an uneven quality in the performance of the 00a which helps to explain 
the tactical failure of the operation* Another reason for the failure at 
Tanchuk is therefore that APRICOT* a men, probably owing to the inferior 
quality of their Chinese officers, proved, on the whole, wanting in what 
had. been described as the requisite corps n do qualities of initiative, 
dash, and aggressiveness. That BARA.fA f s personnel apparently possessed these 
qualities in greater measure was insufficient to compensate for APRICOT * a 
shortcomings. 

Finally, it rust be remembered that the commandos ware not designed 
to bo used a« regular assault troops. In particular they did not have 
the armament necessary effectively to carry out attacks on prepared posi- 
tions such as those of Tanchuk. When their support failed to materialise, 
as it did at Tanchuk, they were exposed to most unpleasant consequences. 

Such were some of the results of the Theater policy governing the organisa- 
tion, use, and control of the OSS Operational Groups units. 

L, SCHWAB! AND CONCLCSICRS 

The Operational Group effort during World War II, both in China and 
to a leaser extent In Europe, was influenced by three basic questions. 

The first was: vfoat role should guerrilla warfare play ia the Allied 
effort against the Axis? This question was never really answered in a 
practical manner. Two schools of thought put forth their ideas on the 
subject. The first school, identified with Donovan, Cox, and their asso- 
ciates, felt that guerrilla warfare should be waged and should be essentially 
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atrategi© in nature . their basic preraise was that in the absence of Allied 
military capability to defeat the eneray in battle Allied guerrillas should 
strike him where he was the most vulnerable, that is, to attack his commun- 
ications lines, snail garrisons, and other such installations. Since the 
guerrillas, by their very nature, could not without support hope to met 
the enemy troops on equal terms, they should concentrate on hit-end-run 
attacks. These advocates felt that the cumulative effect of guerrilla 
activity could be tremendous, in that it would diminish the enemy* s 
strategic capabilities by attacking and destroy! then and by compelling 
hia to divert mors and more troops to the task of protecting them. In 
sum, guerrilla warfare represented the Allied capability of inflicting 
damage to the enemy pending an increase in their own regular military 
power. Such a situation pertained in Europe prior to the invasions. 

In China, the Chinese armies remained in being, but were completely 
incapable of inflicting decisive defeats on the Japanese invaders. This 
school of thought therefor© considered the situation as Ideal for large- 
scale guerrilla warfare operations. They felt that to be the most effective 
from the strategic point of view the guerrilla units should be centrally 
controlled from highest headquarters In Washington and relatively free 
from local control by the Theater Commanders. Thus, they would devote 
themselves exclusively to strategic objectives as indicated. 

The second school of thought felt that under no circumstances should 
any military units. Including guerrilla units, operate in a Theater of war 
without being controlled by the Theater Commander. This would violate 
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the chain of command principle. Furthermore, as shown by 00 activities 
both in Europe and in China, this school of thought tended to consider 
guerrilla warfare as an activity which mist be directly co-ordinated with 
regular military operations* In other words, they considered it to be 
more tactical in nature than did their opponents* It must be tied very 
closely to the advance of regular military units. 

In theory the highest headquarters accepted the existence of guerrilla 
warfare and the employment of guerrilla units. However, the foregoing basic 
conflict ms never really settled and no clear-cut decision made. The result 
was that, especially in China, the 00a were termed guerrilla units, but 
were placed under the complete control of the regular military commanders, 
who actually employed than as advance regular infantry troops ratter than 
as true guerrillas , Their efficiency was impaired to that extent. 

The second basic question west shall the units be recruited exclusive- 
ly from among personnel of the American armed farce®? This proved to be 
a question essentially of diplomacy and foreign relations and was dealt 
with along those lines. The basic decision was made to limit American 
participation to what was called the * operational nuclei," leaving the 
bulk of the guerrillas to com fro® the natives in the territory in which 
the unit was to operate. It has already been noted that In Europe this 
policy was not too successful, since the natives tended to think as much 
in terms of post-war politic® as in terms of the wartime military problems. 
In China this policy led to the organisation of the commandos from among 
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Chines® personnel * with the Americans limited to the role of advisers in 
training and in combat operations# It cannot be considered that this 
idea worked in practice. 

The third basic question is related to the second one end like It 
was a diplomatic rather than a military or organisational matter. This was? 
should the American ^operational nuclei" exercise command, or should the 
indigenous elements in the units do so? It was finally decided in China 
that, owing to Chinese sensitivity in the matter of sovereignty, command 
would rest with the Chinese. They were to follow American advice. The 
result of this decision was unfortunate, since instead of settling the 
problem of command and control it merely complicated it. The Chinese 
wera aware of American superiority in techniques and of the necessity to 
listen to American advice, yet were usually unwilling to allow either 
this superiority or this advice to influence their conduct of combat 
operations. 

Thus, of these three basic questions, the first one was a matter of 
fundaoental philosophy or doctrine, while the last two represent one of 
the important problems and difficulties to be faced in waging coalition 
warfare of any kind. Curiously enough, while the highest headquarters 
were willing to have Americans command regular American divisions in the 
field, they refused to allow them to command guerrilla units. But at the 
seme time they permitted the existence of these units. The Illogical 
nature of this decision may be explained by remembering that the very idea 
of guerrilla warfare was not one which had gained anything resembling 
universal acceptance in higher or lower military circles. 

Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

QFPRfT 



Approved For Release 2002/07/30 : CIA-RDP72-00121A000100190001-3 

- 132 - 


tfany consequences resulted from the decisions, or lack of then, con- 
cerning the foregoing three basic questions, and had an unfortunate effect 
on all phases of OG affairs. In the matter of QG personnel the Americans 
operated under a tremendous disadvantage, in that they were forced to rely 
on Chinese promises concerning personnel procurement, When the Chinese 
failed to live up to their commitments either in the matter of supplying 
adequate mirfoors of men or in the matter of supplying mn of the necessary 
qualifications for 00 work, there was nothing for the Americans to do but 
to bombard both Chines® and Arorlc&n headquarters with letters which grew 
more desperate and pleading as time went on. Faced with a Theater order 
for twenty commandos ready for the field by August 1 OSS had to postpone 
and change training schedules a number of times and had to accept per- 
sonnel who did not meet minimum 00 standards, neither Chinese aor American 
headquarters gave the project any particular support in this matter, 

Th# missions given the 00s, as has been indicated, were actually chiefly 
tactical infantry tasks masquerading a® guerrilla warfare. Bespit© their 
being compelled to operate as infantry assault units attacking fixed posi- 
tions, their organization and armament were not modified accordingly. 

Weapons support was either totally lacking, as in tho case of APPLE and 
BlAfEiEHRy, or else was supposed to (and did not) corns from regular Chi nese 
units, as In the case of BMCKBllRY. When that support did not materialize 
there was nothing the Americans could do about it. The result waa that 
the QGs were compelled, totally unaided, to attack a stubborn, skilful, end. 
strongly-entrenched enemy. These attacks failed. 
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The most dismal f si lore was the twin attempt to combine for field 
operations the use of American advisers with Chinese commanders and per- 
sonnel and to solve the language problem by the use of interpreters. The 
following excerpt fro* a letter to Cox from one of the Americans In the 
field illustrates this point clearly. In the absence of authority there 
must at least be understanding* Such understanding was totally lacking. 


both from the point of view of language and from that of good relations 


between the allies. The Chinese officers were usually unwilling to cooperate? 
the Americans were always forbidden to command. Consequently, the unit’s 
efficiency was seriously diminished. 

••However, there are many things to be corrected. ... ?ery friendly 
rel ation s of the first part of the boat trip /Shis refers to 
13LACKBEHHI*s trip by sampan from Liuchow to the Tanchuk area/ 
were changed when the Americans started talking in terms of ‘these 

Chinese*, etc. They understand that stuff like we do 

•Ding How 1 , only in the opposite sense. Then what was a comfortable 

ride for the Chinese was so much more Chinese in a 

country for the Americans. Then a search among Chinese troops 
individually to recover lost American property didn*t help. 

The value of the Chennault attitude can’t be overemphasised. It 
was suggested that there be fewer Americans in combat. Here 
very serious incidents occurred through misunderstandings, avoid- 
able by intimacy & friendship between Chinese of Hears k men, & 
by straightening out about who’s to take commands from whom. The 
Americans can’t command directly on the field - 1. Chinese officers 
already have their orders. 2. The circuit American - interpreter - 
Chinese officer - interpreter - American la too easily broken in 
combat. 3, The Ch. officers threaten to shoot the soldier who 
follows the American rather than himself. My impression was that 
the i*ole thing should be made clear before action & then cut the 
apron strings. This means that the Ch, officers have to be made 
damned certain of, before they would take off completely on their 
own. Again - the matter of Ch. ft Am. not knowing each other. 
Contrary to this ia the isolated story of a Chinese officer having 
complete ft lasting confidence in the American, but this is excep- 
tional.* 1 
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1, Letter, "Soft* (Major John B. Hanblet, MC) to "Colon** (Cox), 
dated 7 August 19u£, la 
OSS Ar chi vac - gunning. 

00.01**7 « SARAS A 0po ration. Folder #9. 

The foregoing statements ere borne oat bjr the following 
cteoumento end radiograms, to be fboad in the fbldore indicated. 
" Conclusion#* on Tenchuk Operation, undated, in 
OSS Archives • gening. 

00, OP. 7. BAHAMA Operation* fbldar #9. 

Radiogram, Cox to APPLE aal BURBERRY, 9 August 19h$$ 

Radio* vm, Cox to BLACKBERRY (REAR), 13 August I9h5, In 
OSS Archives - loaning* 

00.0P.5* Operation BLACKBERRY. Felder #1. 


13b 

1* Report by APRICOT on Taaehuk Operation, dated 8 August 19b$, in 

OSS Archives - loaning* _ 

00. OP. 7. BARAKA Operation. Fbldar #9. 


8, Report by BARAKA on Ttodhuk Oparatlon, no date, in 
0S8 Archives - gunning. 

00.0P.7. BAKAKA Operation, fbldar #9. 

3. Cox to APPLE, BLACgBEEHY, BLDEBEBRT, no date. In 
OSS Archives - gunning. 

00 .OP. 5* Oparatlon BLACKBERRY. fbldar fl. 
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A merle an reaction to this state of affairs, in addition to that indicated 

above, was to press for some form of reorganisation and for a decision to 

use the 00a according to what was ostensibly their original purpose. The 

author of the August 8 APRICOT report on the Tanchuk operation recommended 

that the number of American and interpreter personnel be reduced "to two 

1 

officers and. It EM, 2 interpreters." BAHAMA'S Senior American Officer con- 
sidered in his report that the ideal solution would be to remove all the 
Chinese 00 officers and replace than with Americans who would "assume full 
command & responsibility." Falling this he would "limit American personnel 

to h ... allowing Chinese Officers to evert ftzll command & responsibility for 
2 

all actions," And Cox wrote what might well be considered & fitting epitaph 
for the entire 00 project in China. 

»oce nm convinced commandos operate best singly as guerrillas 

m RESULTS THUS FAR OBTAINED INDICATE CHINESE SOLDIERS WILL FIGHT 
BRAVELY CMA COOPERATION OF CHINESE OFFICERS DEPENDENT ENTIRELY 
ON RELATIONS OF CHINESE AND AMERICANS RD YOU MOST REMEMBER THAT 
JAPS DUO IN ARE DAMN TOUGH PD RECOMMEND YOU DO NOT ATTACK FORTIFIED 
POSITIONS UNLESS YOU HAVE COMPETE SURPRISE OR 3 TO 1 STIPE RICH ITT 
PI) CONCENTRATE ON PATROLS CMA ENEMY COLUMNS CMA SUPPLY LINES CMA 
ETC PD" 3 

As it was the Chinese Combat Command (CCC) and the Chinese themselves who had 
ordered the t.ype of mission in which the 00 s were to attack fortified posi- 
tions, it is rather ironic that at the very end of the war they should have 
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decided that the commandos operated beat as guerrilla bands and that they 
should concentrate on true guerrilla targets* As for "cooperation,** we 
have seen what results that brought. 

The principal emphasis in this series of papers has been on the 00 
operations In Chins. The OSS put a tremendous amount of devotion and 
effort into the project, but did not succeed in its aims. The Japan©®© 
were not hampered particularly from either a strategic or a tactical point 
of view. 00 attacks on Japanese positions failed. 00 attacks did not 
disturb in any particular way a Japanese withdrawal which was being carried 
out according to plan. 

Whoever must judge the results of the effbrt must do so only after 
taking into consideration the situation in China and the answer® to the 
three basic questions discussed at the beginning of this section. The 
00s appeared on the scene late In the- war, too late, in reality, to have 
any decisive effect on the course of operations or, as has been indicated, 
on the smooth accomplishment by the Japanese of their withdrawals to the 
east and north. That the 00s did appear so late was not their fault, since 
higher headquarters delayed for so long a decision to employ them. The 
failure to answer the first of the three basic questions caused the OGs to 
have to operate under a vast handicap. The unrealistic answers given to 
the other two basic questions made it impossible for the commandos to perform 
efficiently under any situation whatsoever. Basically, therefore, the OSS 
was given a large responsibility, but was denied the freedom and authority 
necessary to fulfil that responsibility and was saddled with unrealistic 
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and impossible restrictions on the activities of its 00 units. $hlla it 
is true that the waging of modern warfare, with its combination of regular 
and guerrilla operations, is a difficult art, and while it ia true that 
the waging of warfare by coalition presents many complex problems, it is 
evident that the planners ignored, either partially or completely, the 
realities and tended to give half-answers to very important questions. 

It is regrettable that the industry and valor of Cox, his associates at 
the training camps, and his men in the field should not have been better 
utilised. It it indeed doubly fbrtunate that none of them were killed in 
this vain cause. 


M. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL BOTE 

The study of the OSS Operational Groups activities is China daring 
World War II is easy in sow® respects and hard in others. There is material 
readily available in abundance on some topics, while documents on others 
are scarce and incomplete* It is difficult for the purposes of this note 
to classify this material from either a topical or a chronological view- 
point, since the contents of the document folders rarely correspond exactly 
with their titles. For example, although a title may indicate that the 
folder deals with BLUBBERHI, the reader will find in that folder material 
on various other subjects. Each folder must therefore be inventoried with 
care, lest important documents be overlooked. The topical titles cannot 
be regarded as anything more than incomplete and tentative. 
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In general , the most complete document ary material available lies 
in the planning and operational field, while the topics the most unsat- 
isfactorily covered are those of administration, supply, finance, and 
other such matters. It has been fortunate, therefore, that the emphasis 
of the present series of papers has been on precisely those aspects for 
the study of which the most documents are available. It would be ideal 
to have the entire supply of documents ora the CXI project in China com- 
pletely reclassified in a more rational manner, according to subject matter, 
and to have it competently cross-indexed. 

The following is a list, with notations, of the material used in this 


study. 

I. Seconds!? Sources ! 

1. War Report. Office of Strategic Services (OSS), Prepared by 
History Project, Strategic Services Halt, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of War, War Department, Washington, D.C., 
Printed by !J,S. Government Printing Office, Department of 
State Service Office, July, 19l±9, Two Volumes , (Volume I? 
Washington Organization; Volume II* Operations in the Held) 

These well-known volumes give a comprehensive account of both 
the Washington and overseas activities of OSS, The first 
volume contains many transcripts of important documents, which 
are vital for any analysis of planning for unorthodox warfare. 
This work was used extensively in the preparation of Paper 
Humber I of this series, in particular Volume I. Studjy of 
Volume II is essential for an introduction to OSS overseas 
operations, since it give® brief accounts of planning and 
operations in all the fields in which OSS was active. Limita- 
tions of space prevent any extended treatment of selected 
operations. It is unfortunate that the work as a whole 
tends to lay stress upon the positive end successful accomplish 
ments of OSS, while glossing over, although admitting the 
existence of, problems and failures. It is equally unfortunate 
that no indication of sources is given. In sum, while this 
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book is extremely useful, and while its character and approach 
should not be equated with Parson Weems 1 life of George 
Washington, it ie essentially an uncritical piece of work* 

Its internal organisation has led to e certain amount of 
repetitiousness. 

2. OSS Archive# - Washington. 

!*3. Washington - History Branch. 

Washington - 00 History. 

This is a fairly long hiatozy of the Operational Group Cot-wand 
from its origins to the conclusion of operations is Europe* It 
appears to be among the material from which the sections in the 
War Report on 00 activities were written . Contains a few refer- 
ences to documents. Devotes ccnsi derable space to early plans 
and decisions and to accounts of operations in Europe* Particu- 
larly valuable as an extended Introduction to the subject. 

Critical as well as chronological . 

3, OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.2. OGS/Opor&tional Group 0© tmmsftd* 

History of Operations in China. 

This is a nine-page historical report on. the Chinese Commandos. 
Written by the commanding officer of the OGs, Alfred T. Cox, Lt. 
Col,, Inf., and addressed to the Commanding General, United States 
Forces, China theater, ? October 1 9hS, in response to a require- 
ment that all branches submit historical reports of their activi- 
ties. Contains no references to documents-* Covers briefly all 
phases of the 00 project. A virtually aon-criticel, chronological 
summary. Study of this report is essential as an introduction 
to 00 activities in China. 

Ii. OSS Archives - Washington. 

218. CFilHA - Chinese Ccnwandos* 

Contains an 00 history similar to Cast*3 report (#1,3 above) • 

Ho original documents except a collection of photographs of 
00 activities . 

II. Primary Sources i 

1* OSS Archives - Washington. 

Dir. AB.hli. Boot 2. fCS. 2lh£. 

Contains staff studies, correspondence, working papers, and 
the final text of JCS 2li$, "Special Military Plan for u.S. 
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Psychological Warfare Operations Against the Japanese Within 
the Asiatic theater", March, 19U3, together vith a summary of 
OSS operations in the Far East (two pages), written sometime 
in 19Wx. Study of this folder is essential for in for Fiction 
on plans for the use of psychological warfare. 

2. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg,0P.3, 

Subj: PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE BOARD 
(PW Inf craation) * 108. 

Contains a United number of radiograms and letters concerning 
general psychological warfare in the Far East. Valuable chiefly 
for the China theater directives on the subject. While these 
contain nothing on 03 matters, they do reveal the concepts 
according to which unorthodox warfare was to be organised and 
waged in the China Theater. The value of this folder is thus 
limited and lies chiefly in the realm of "background" informa- 
tion. 

.3. OSS Archives - Running. 

OSS. OP .1. 

Theater Directives. 

Contains an incomplete file of directives and letters issued 
by the following authorities in the China Die a ter during the 
period February - September 191x5** 0*§. Forces j Chinese Combat 
Commend! Tactical Headquarters, U.S, Force®. Contains the 
following documents important for a studr of 00 (and OSS) 
plans and activities* Operational Directive So. 10 (to OSS 
regarding the organisation of, authority for the 00 units) j 
documents concerning the organisation and role of the Chinese 
Combat Comrandj letters and directives governing American - 
Chinese relatione and the role of interpreting officers, 

h. OSS Archives - Chungking. 

Reg ,0P .1, 

USF/CT. Hq. Directives. #19. 

Contains United States Forces, China Theater, directives from 
February to October, 19h5 ( including on© document from 19Wx). 

Of particular importance la Operational Directive Ho. lx (to OSS), 
authorising and describing OSS operations. Mot a complete file. 

5, OSS Archives - Chungking. 

Reg. OP. 1, 

TISF/CT. Subject Directives. 
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Contains United States Forces. China Theater directives 
from late 191*1+ to October, 19u5» on a variety of subjects, 
aome of which are of interest to the student of OSS activi. 
ties. Not a complete file* Many documents governing lend' 
lease ami other aspects of Chinese - American relations. 
Valuable for background and general authorisations. Also 
contains some intelligence directives* 


6 , 


OSS Archives - Kunming. 
leg.OP.l. 

OSS CTi (JEME3AE* (to 1 Oct. 19h>). foA. 


Contains a file of OSS md Theater and other directives to 
1 October 193+5, This folder is essential to any study OSS 
activities in China during World War II. Of particular Im- 
portance Is the transcript of the January 2l*, 19u5, "Clandestine 
Conference Ro, 1", at which the Commanding General of the U.3. 
Fbrces in China laid down the principles by which such activi- 
ties would be governed. 


?, OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OG.OP.l*. Questions. 

Folder #22. 

Contains two sets of question® concerning OSS problems. The 
first set deals with questions arising concerning the 00 
project. The second deals with intelligence questions con- 
cerning the Manning and Liuchow areas, Valuable for any 
study of the early phases of the 0G project. 

0, OSS Archives » Kunming, 

OSS, OF. 2. 

Contains material important for any consideration of the early 
planning for the OG units, February, 191+5. 

9. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP *7. 

OSS, cmjMGKIMG - LKTTEKS. Folder #21. 

Contain® various letters concerning 00 matters, March - June, 
193*5. Of particular Interest Is the answer from Chiang to 
¥edemeyer» 5 letter of February concerning 00 organisational 
matters. 
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10. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.OF.li. 

Commanding General - 1st Parachute Regiment. 

Folder #13. 

Contains co rrespondence between 00 headquarters and the 
Chinese authorities, March - August, I9h$, chiefly concern- 
ing administrative matters. Of particular interest are the 
text of the Sino-Araerican agreement concerning the 00s and 
the delineation of Chinese and American responsibilities and 
Cox’s listing of 0G job qualifications for the information 
of the Chinese authorities. 

11. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OSS. OP. 2* RASHNESS. 0PS0. 

Contains draft plans and correspondence concerning OSS 
participation in Operation CARBON ADO. Included are maps 
showing phasing, areas of responsibility, and communica- 
tions networks (for use during operations), and charts 
showing airlift requirements and schedules, Taluable for 
any .study of the role in Operation CARBONADO assigned to 
OSS. 

12. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Folder #8it - CARBONADO. 

TOP SECRET. A. Reg. Op. 6. 

Contains* OSS Plans and General Correspondence! SI Project 
"PBS*, and SO Project B COOOAH { *j Theater directives and cor- 
respondence (including the Chinese Combat Command, Tactical 
Hq, and Rear Echelon) j 10th Air fbrce material. Invaluable 
for any study of Operation CARBONADO. 

13. OSS Archives - Washington, 

Dir. Piles - #16,320. 

03S OPs - Chin*. 

Contains GSS organisation charts and some General Orders, 
particularly governing organizational matters. Theater 
supply charts, command charts, and organization charts. 
Important for any study of OSS activities in the China 
Theater. 

Ih. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg. OP. 6. 

Meetings, Commanders, through 1$ Aug. (3 $j5). ikh» 
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Contain# agenda# and minutes of the regular meetings of Cf.S. 
Forces authorities with the unit and organisation commanders 
in the China Theater. Valuable for Information concerning 
all phases of the American effort in Chine during 191*5 and 
as an introduction to the subject. The minutes are, how- 
ever, merely recordings of decisions md actions and are 
correspondingly brief. 

15. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.6. 0PSCOH. 

Folder #?» 

Conte ins ninutes of OSS Weekly 0j»e rations Goisrrdt fcee Meetings, 
March - May, 191*5. UsefuL for a general picture of OSS 
operational activities and problems. 

16. OSS Archives - Sunning. 

QG.0P.7. Staff Meetings. 

Folder #1. 

Corttsina minutes of OSS weekly Staff Meetings, June - August, 
1915. Useful for infomatlon on various problem# faced by 
OSS. 

17. OSS Archives - Kunming . 

00 *AB, 1. 

Operational Report, 

Contains 00 weekly operational reports, March - August, 191*5. 
These are of value in obtaining a general idea of events of 
the period. 

18. OSS Archives - Kunming* 

0G.0P.3, 

Monthly Rep cart. Folder #3. 

Contains instructions for preparation of monthly reports, as 
well as 0G monthly reports, March - July, 1.91*5. Valuable 
far obtaining a general idea of the events of this period. 

19. OSS Archives - Sensing. 

06 OF 1 

CHIMa’COO *B») - GPSRATIQHS. 

Contains 00 monthly reports, July - August, 191*5, ao! charts, 
photographs, and descriptive accounts concerning OSS opera- 
tions in China generally. Of general interest and value. 
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20* OSS Archive# - Kunming. 

QQ Qtt ^ 

C«TNA (Go «W) - REPORTS. 

Contains a Miscellany of material concerning the 00a? photo- 
graphs, charts, and reports. Many of these are duplicated 
elsewhere and are of bat small general interest. 

21. OSS Archives - Running, 

OG.OP.lt* OPSQ, 

fblder #1?. 

Contains correspondence to and from the OSS Operations Officer 
on 0G setters, March - May, 19h$, chiefly concerning adminis- 
trative Ratters, 

22. OSS Archives - Kunming, 

0G.0P.U. 

Chinese Combat Cksmortd. Folder #12. 

Contains correspondence between OSS end the COG, May - August, 
19 concerning OG administrative and sore operational 
matters. The value of this folder if diminished, because very 
few answers to OSS letters are included. 

23. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

{^«0P »li. 

CO, fTSF, CT - LETTERS. Folder #15. 

Contains correspondence between OSS and. the United States 
Forces, China Theater, awl the Chinese Combat Cosmand, con- 
cerning OG Matters, February - May, 19U5. Of particular 
interest are the detailed commando training schedule, a 
lengthy progress report (18 Ksy I9k$) a and « memorandum from 
United States Forces to Ghiang eoneeraiitg the 00 organization 
(February, 19U5) . 

2iu OSS Archives - Konsaing. 

og.op.6. 

fable of Organisation. Folder #lo. 

Contains OG table of organization and weapons charts, with 
various revisions thereof, January - March, 19b5. 

25. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.6. 

Table of Equipment . Folder 0h« 

Contain# undated tables of equipment for the OGs, 1?U5. 
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26. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

QO.OP.6. 

‘fable of Basic Allowances. Folder #5. 

Conte ins undated tables of basic allowances for the QGs, 

1915. 

27. OSS Archives • fuming* 

00, OP. 7. 

0GG - LETTERS, Folder #8. 

Contains correspondence within OSS concerning 00 matters, 
some copies of OSS Research and Development committee meet- 
ings, summaries of personal histories of several officers, 
and 00 tables of organisation (approved by Bono van), Burch - 
August, 19l»5. 

28. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.OP.7. 

CO, Hq.& Bq. Det. Folder #22. 

Contains correspondence and reports on 00 acteinistrative, 
disciplinary, etc., natters, addressed by the Operational 
Croup commander to the Commanding Officer, Beadquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, OSS, March * July, 19li5» 

29. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

OG.AD.i. 

Strength Reports. 

Contains Operational Groups morning reports, June - September. 
191*5, OSS strength reports and rosters, June - September, 19u5. 

30. OSS Archives - fuming. 

OG.OH.it. 

Personnel . Folder #21. 

Contains personnel correspondence, rosters, strength reports, 
and aorae tentative 00 assignment lists for American personnel, 
February - August, 191*5. Of particular interest is a report 
of information concerning the Chinese First Parachute Regi- 
ment, dated $ February 191*5 (this regiment was to supply the 
Chinese personnel for the commando s). 

31. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg, OP ,?• 

dS?/CT CCS {Chinese Combat Command) . #122. 
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Contains correspondence, radiograms, directives, and letters 
to and ITobi the ©lines* Combat Corsnand on administrative 
and on 00 matters, Chinese-Amsricaa relations, and the organ- 
ization of the CCG, February - December, 191*5* 

32. OSS Archive® - Kunming, 

Reg, OP .3* , 

Projects* BOSTON, Adaini strati on, etc, lU9a. 

Contains a large amount of original documentary material on 
the Chinese 00 projects training, pay and rations, tables 
of organisation, tables of equipment, and press releases. 
Invaluable for any study of the 0(1 project. 

33, OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.OP.&. 

Special Funds, Folder #11. 

Contains certifications and other material concerning the as# 
of funds, March - August, 19U5. Insufficient material to be 
of more than little value. 

3!*, OSS Archives - Kunming, 
oo. op .6. 

Detachment Letters. Folder #12, 

Contains a few letters of general interest concerning 0G 
matters. May, l?ii£. Of very limited value. 

35* OSS Archives - Kuming, 

0G.0P.6. 

Training, Folder #17, 

Contains a miscellaneous collection of documents and proposals 
concerning training, as well as items concerning tables of 
equipment and other such matters. Little of this material 
concerns the QGs directly and much of it dates from 19UU. 

36. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

og.op.5. 

9th Commando ( (bmbat) , #11. 

Contains AVOCADO* s record of events (very brief), rosters of 
Chinese personnel and progress and efficiency reports (incom- 
plete) , 

37. OSS Archives - Kunming, 

oo.op.5. 

2nd Commando (Combat). #18, 
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Contains much information, in the fora of the Operation 
^lan, intelligence reports, a progress report, plane -load 
rosters, and a large Hie of radiograms to and from the 
field, concerning BLUEBEMY * Haider also contains a file 
of APPLE*® radiograms to and from the field. Invaluable 
for any study of 0G operations in China. 

38 . OSS Archives - Sunning. 

OG.OP.7. 

BANANA Operation. Polder #9. 

Contains sketch maps of the Tanchuk area, casualty list®, 
recommendation® for awards and promotions, intelligence and 
operational reports, and other documents concerning BANANA** 
part in the Tanchuk operation. Invaluable for any study of 
OT, activities. 

39. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP 

10th Commando (Combat). #10. 

Contains a few efficiency progress reports during training 
period, personnel rosters, and vacancy list of loth Commando. 

hO a OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.OP.7* 

APPLE Operation. Folder #11. 

Contains equipment packing list for re- supply, intelligence 
and operational reports concerning APPLE (1st Commando), 
Essential to any study of 00 operations. 

Ul. OSS Archives — Kunming, 

0G.0P.6, 

BLACKBERRY, etc. Folder #1. 

Contains communications and other maps, intelligence reports, 
and intelligence directives bearing on the West River area. 
Valuable for obtaining data on this area prior to APPLE*® and 
BLACKBERRY •» arrival. 

i*2. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Reg, OP. 3. 

Projects: BOSTON, Operational reports & cables, lU9b, 

Contains operational radiograms to and from the field, opera- 
tional plans for APPLE, BLACKBERRY, BLUEBERRY, reports, intel- 
ligence material, and maps of the area. Essential to any 
study of 00 operations. 
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J}3. OSS Archives - Kunming, 

0G.0P.3i. 

Folder #26. Hisc. 

Contains Intelligence reports, enemy order of battle informa- 
tion, and maps of the Changsha area, in which SLOBBER Hf 
operated. Essential fen* any atu<^ of 00 activities. 

Uu OSS Archives - Burning. 

0G.OP.6. 

Folder #3. Wise. 

Contains city and area maps of Meat River valley, communica- 
tions map overlay of the area, intelligence reports, and 
essential elements of information. Essential to any study 
of 00 activities. 

£i5» OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.il. 

General Tu Lei Ming, Folder #11. 

Contains progress reports and letters concerning the Chinese 
commandos from Cox to the General, June - August, 1 9h$ f and 
to other Chinese authorities. Valuable for getting information 
on commando problems during the training period and a general 
summary of their activities in the field* 

3j6. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

S0.CP.12. 

$ 00 - APPLE, BLACKBERRY, CHERRY. 

Contains several copies of a report on the airlift phase of 
APPLE operation, with comments and suggestions for the future, 
and several air re-supply manifests and pilots* reports, 

August, 19li5. Invaluable for information on this phase of 
OG activities* 

1*7. OSS Archive® - Kunming. 

OG.OP.S. 

Operation •’BLACKBERRY*' . Folder #1. 

Contains radiograms to and from BLACKBERRY in the field, the 
complete operation plan for BLACKBERRY, intelligence reports, 
communications diagram, and notes on plane sovetaant of BLACK- 
BERRY from Chsngkung airdrome to Liuchow. Essential to any 
study of this operation. 
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1*8. OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OG.0P.5. 

1st Commando (Combat), 019, 

Contains efficiency progress reports, plane-loading manifests, 
operation plan, and loading schedules for APPLE. Essential 
to any study of this operation. 

h9 • OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.OP.3. 

Pol der 4TL* 

Contains a vast miscellany of documents concerning OSS 
activities in general and the primarily administrative 
aspects of the Operational Group Command in particular. 

There are several personnel rosters, strength reports, 
commendations, correspondence, intelligence directives, 
etc. The chief value of this folder lies in the administra- 
tive field. 

50. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

0G.0P.7 . 

Citations. Polder #2?. 

Contains recommendations for awards for American 00 per- 
sonnel, with description of deeds to support the recommenda- 
tions, July - August, 19b$, 

51. OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00.01* .U. 

Promotions and Citations, fblder #25. 

Contains recommendations for promotions and for awards for 
American 00 personnel, with facts to substantiate the recom- 
mendations, Parch - August, 19b5. 

III. Map a and Charts (Appendixes) i 

1. Tab "A» i 

These maps will serve to illustrate the general situation in 
China in 19 Uj- 19U5, with particular reference to Operation 
CARBONADO, and should be used with Paper Number II as a whole, 
particularly with Section *E« (Operation B CARBONADO” and the 
Projected OSS Hole Therein) thereof. 
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a. Maps "Japanese and Chinese Held Areas In China®, I9hk~l9k$» 
oiTKuang-Chou (Canton), China, sheet ($E), Asia Transporta- 
tion Map, Army Map Service (First Edition - AMS 2), 

Scale 1:2,000,000. 

b. Map (#56l5): "Situation in China, i February 19k5." Brawn 
Tn"*R & A, OSS, from 1 & A, OSS, Map Ho. 5611. Seale Is 

h ,000,000. Compiled from information supplied by A-2, lkth 
A.F., and R & A, OSS. 

c. Mag (#l/>39lt HU21-16}* "Estimated Dispositions of Japanese 
Army Ground Forces in China, 1? February 191*5.® 

d. Map (#17805 Hk?i-l6) t « China Campaigns®, February, 191*5. 
Scale 1*1*,OQ0,QQO, 

Source for all of these naps: CIA Map Library. 

2. Tab ft B“ : 

These charts will serve to Show the organisation, personnel, 
and equipment of the Chinese Commandos and should be 'used 
particularly with Section ®F» (Operational Group Organization) 
of Paper lumber IX. They will also be of assistance la con- 
nection with Sections X, J, and K (the descriptions and 
analyse© of Operations APPLE, BLUEBERRY, and BLACKBERRY) in 
the same paper. 

a. Chart : Exhibit I, “Rational Military Council Commando" 
Organization of Chinese Commandos), no date (probably 
March, 191*5). 

Source : OSS Archives - Kunming. 

00. OP. 6. Table of Organization. 

Folder #16. 

b. Chart: Exhibit II, “Rational Military Council Commando® 
(American Personnel), 3 March 191*5. 

Source* OSS Archives - Kunming, 

0G.0P.6. Table of Organisation. 

Folder #16. 

c. chart : Exhibit XIX, “Organization of Chines® Commandos” 

( Chines® Personnel), 8 March 191*5 . 

Source: OSS Archives - Kunming, 

OG.0P.6, Table of Organisation, 

Folder #16. 
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d. Charts Exhibit 17, "Table of Organization and Table 
of Iqudproent for OGC Ooasand Hq, Bn Hq, Co Hq, Section" 
(American Personnel), 19 March 19t*5. 

Sources OSS Archives - Kunming. 

Qa.OP.7. OGC - Letters. 

Folder #8. 

«• Chart s Exhibit 7, "Organisation of Chinese Commandos* 

(American Personnels Headquarters and Headquarters Company), 
no date (probably March, 19h5). 

Sources OSS Archives - Kunming, 

013, OP .6. Table of Organisation. 

Folder #16. 

3. Tab "0» « 

These waps will serve to illustrate the operations of 00 unit 
APPLE and should he used in conjunction with the stu<3y of Paper 
lumber II, Section I (0G Operation "APPLE", July - August, 

19li5). Map "a." immediately below will show the general area 
of China in which all the 00 units operated. It should be 
compared with the naps in Tab "A" for assessment of Japanese 
strength and disposition and for appreciation of the Japanese 
and Chines© held areas. On this map are outlined, for purposes 
of orientation, the areas covered, as indicated, by the larger- 
scale maps used in Tabs "CM, »D", and «E". The purpose of the 
large-scale maps is to s/iow the type of terrain in which the 
OGs operated and to indicate the places in which they were 
found and the routes over which they traveled* Except where 
they cannot be identified, place-names and mutes of signifi- 
cance are, respectively, underlined and outlined ia red. 

a. Kep t Kuans' -Chou (Canton , China, sheet (SE), Asia Transporta- 
tion Map, Army Map /Service (First Edition - AMS 2), 19fe3. 
Staler* Is 2, 000, 000, 

b. Map : Ts*ang-wu, China, Sheet, China Proper, SW (Sheet F h9 D, 
AMS Series L582). Printed by Anay lap Service, Corps of 
Engineers (Second Edition - AMS), Scale 1*250,000. 

e. Magi Lo-ting, China, Sheet, China Proper, m (Sheet F k9 J, 
AMS Series L582). Printed by Amy Map Service, Corps of 
Engineers (Second Edition « AMS). Scale 1*??0,000. 

d. Man* fien-pai, China, Sheet, China Proper, &jf (Sheet F h9 p, 
AMS Series L582 ) . Printed by Army Map Service, Corps of 
Engineers (Second Edition - AMS). Seale li 250,000. 
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e. Maps S&n-shui, China , Sheet, China Proper, SE (Sheet 

?7, JUS Series L581). Printed by Army Hap Service, Corps 
of Engineers (Third Edition - AMS). Seale li 250, 000. 

f. Map t T*ai-shan, Chins, Sheet, China Proper, SE (Sheet 
557 AKS Series L581) * Printed by Army Hep Service, Corps 
of Engineers (Fifth Edition - AHS). Scale it?50,000. 

g. Map : Ch’ih-Ch*!, China, Sheet, China Proper, S 1 (Sheet 

AHS Series L5&). Printed by Anay Map Service, Corps 
of Engineers (Third Edition - AMS), Scale It 250,000. 

Source for all of these maps* CIA Map Library. 


It, Tab «P* t 

These maps will serve to illustrate the operations of 00 

unit BJ.’BEEHRI. See comment under Tab ”C, which applies 

ecuftilv to the maps under Tab "B" . 

a. See Tab W C B , item s. above. 

b. Map ; Heng-yang (Heng-ehawJ, China, Sheet, China Proper, 
SETCSheet 53, AMS Series L5S1). Printed by Army Map 
Service, Corps of Engine or a (Third Edition - AMS), Scale 
Is 250,000. 

c. Hap s Hsiang-tan (Slang-tan), China, Sheet, Oiina Proper, 
m (Sheet It 3, AHS Series 1,531) *, Printed by Arsy Map 
Service, Corps of Engineers (Third Edition - AMS). Scale 
li250,000. 

d. Mao: Gh*ang-sha, China, Sheet, China Proper, SE (Sheet 
33, AMS Series 1581). Printed by A rny Map Service, Corps 
of Engineers (Third Edition - .AMS)* Scale 1 j250,000. 

a. Mans Shao-yang (Packing) , Chine, Sheet, China Proper, 

Sj? ( Sheet 0 h9 D, AMS Series L582). Printed by Artsy Map 
Service, Corps of Engineers (Second Edition - AMS). 

Scale 1:250,000, 


Source for all of these caps! COCA-. Map. Library, 

5. Tab »E« t 

These maps and sketches will serve to illustrate the operations 
of OG unit BLACKBERRY (APRICOT, AVOCADO, BAHAMA). See cogent 
under Tab “CM, which applies equally to the maps and sketches 
under Tab **E B , 
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«, See Tab item a, above. 

b. Map: Ka-pHbf (Liach™), Chin., Sheet , , »*« « 

TSfieet C 1,9 T, *MS Eerie. i58|). V riatjd by *>P 
Service, Corps of Engineers (Second Edition - AMo). 

Scale 1*250,000. 

_ Hgn j ^-HaSan, China, Sheet, China Proper, 5W (Sheet 
* fS? B, JIMS Series L5§2). Printed by Aiwy Map 

Corps of Engineers (Second Edition - AMS). Scale 1*250,000. ^ 

d Hsnt luei-p'in?, China. Sheet, China Proper, SW (Sheet 
d. !M£i. Anet pj. a* prl ^ ed by Artsy Map Service, 


#"179 C. AKS Series m? uc , , •> * ----- « — * 

Corps of Engineers (Second Edition - AMS). scale l! 2. >0,000. 

e. Detailed xotlitary and topographical * k ®v Gh KSp 

of the Tanehuk, China, area, August, 191t5 (Itm IJ. 

f. Detailed military sketch map of Hill Tanchuk, Chine, 
August, 1 916 (Itew II). APRICOT attack. 

Detailed military sketch map of the ■ “SLS 
the Japanese defenses thereon, Tanchuk, China, August, 1, Ui> 

(Item III). APRICOT attack. 

h. Detailed military sketch map of the action of BAHAMA at 
Tanchuk, China, August, 19h5. 

Source for Hap. a., b., =., o« S. Wdl.tely »*»™ ! C » H»? 
Library. 

Source for Sketch Maps f., *,•» 8Jld h » i*»edUte!y above* 


OSS Archives - Kunming. 
00.OP.7, - BAHAMA Operation. 
Folder #9. 
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